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According to the American Heritage® Dictionary 
of the English Language, the definition of a fanzine is “an 
amateur-produced magazine written for a subculture of 
enthusiasts devoted to a particular interest.” 

Back in May of 1930, The Comet was the first 
fanzine ever published. Launched by the Science 
Correspondence Club, The Comet was а sci-fi 
publication, which pioneered the idea of a fan-based 
enterprise targeted toward a specific interest. In many 
ways, a fanzine is the supreme manifestation of the D.I.Y. 
edict. Driven by passion, fanzines were the ultimate 
expression of a fan’s admiration for a subject. 

Fanzines are nothing new. Whether you’re into 


' science fiction or stamp collecting, there has always 


existed an underground print community of like-minded 
folks creating newsletters or self-published publications 
chock-full of vital information for a targeted audience. 


Back in the age of bobby-soxers and Elvis Presley, fan clubs sprung up around the world, united in their love 
of the latest teen idols. Crudely designed Xeroxed newsletters were put together and distributed to fans, crammed with 
information, reviews, letters, trivia, photos and random minutiae. As the "608 ignited with the electrifying sounds of the 
British Invasion, official fan club magazines were published on The Beatles, The Rolling Stones and The Dave Clark 5, 
drawing hardcore fans even closer to the reigning musical stars of the day. Drawing inspiration from the science fiction 
fanzines, in January of 1966, seventeen-year-old teenager Paul Williams created Crawdaddy!, the first fanzine devoted 
to rock and roll music. Four short years later, this amateur publication would be transformed into a full-fledged national 


magazine. 


By the mid "706, national music magazines like Rolling Stone, Crawdaday!, Circus, Creem, Trouser Press, Rock 
Scene, Hit Parader, Bomp and Rock littered the newsstands and were considered bibles of information for ardent rock 
and roll fans. When KISS emerged on the music scene in 1974, their unforgettable look and atomic brand of high- 
intensity rock and roll helped them build a religiously loyal fan base, later better known as the mighty KISS 
Army. But comprehensive information about the band was often hard to come by, ee 


barring the occasional article or feature in one of the national 


rock magazines or local newspapers. 

There’s a time-honored expression that 
necessity is the mother of invention. With a little bit 
of money and a whole lotta enthusiasm, some 
extremely dedicated KISS fans took their fandom to 
the next level and began self-publishing their own 
fanzines. The late "705 saw the birth of the 
underground KISS fanzine culture. Hungry for news 
and in-depth information about their favorite band, 
these crudely produced ’zines were manna for the 
faithful. KISS fanzines served as the perfect tool to 
unite KISS Army soldiers on a global scale. 


Photos courtesy of Gene Simmons 


Some of the earliest KISS fanzines like KiSSer, Flash, Kiss Fanservice. 
News, and Dutch KISS Army were crudely designed efforts, hastily assembled 
at a local print shop or cheaply cobbled together using a mimeograph machine 
at school or a local library. In the beginning, the content, layout and photo quality 
of the fanzines was often sub-par, but what they lacked in a clean, 
professional presentation and high-quality writing was ultimately 
triumphed by the passion that infused every word, every article, every 
review, and every editorial. 

Long before the advent of the Internet, fan Web sites and 
message boards, and long before today’s 24/7 assault of news and 
information at your fingertips, fanzines were considered an essential 
tool to disseminate information to a targeted audience. Okay, it i - қы” 
wasn't the 21% century information superhighway, but somehow | > ná ¡Y Еф bL. = 
without the tools of modern day technology and limited avenues of | f : a. — 
distribution, fanzines were still able to reach the group’s core у 4 E г 
audience. Whether you were living in Tokyo or Tacoma, KISS | 29777 jd : 
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fanzines managed to bridge countries and cultures and helped Е Ва II ма Ж 
forge a global community of KISS fans. Е ° gi чи 

In a way, subscribing to а KISS fanzine made you feel like к. 

а member of a secret society. You recognized that there were 

others just like you, others that shared the same interests, the same hopes, and 
the same dreams. And that felt good. KISS fanzines brought you into a world 
which made you feel like you belonged. It was place which encouraged a 
collective gathering of fans. In a sense we all seek community, a place to freely 
share information and opinion with those liked-minded souls. KISS fanzines 
acted as our forum and offered a surefire way to gain a deeper knowledge 
about the band, build alliances; and network with fellow fans over a shared 
common interest. 

The folks that assembled KISS fanzines weren't in it for the money. In 
fact, most of them lost money putting out their respective 
magazines. But that didn’t matter. What did matter was that 
these fanzines were a labor of love in the purest sense of 
the word, and that contagious spirit and О.1.Ү. commitment 
filled the pages of each successive issue. They were put 
together in between school duties and part-time jobs, 
hastily assembled late at night and on weekends. There 
was no built-in system of distribution, no promotion, and 
no advertising. These KISS fanzines garnered subscribers 
the old-fashion way, word-of-mouth, and were sold 
primarily through the mail or at local record stores and 
head shops. 

KISS fanzines offered a wide range of content. 

In the ‘zines, you could read articles on a multitude of is 
subjects ranging from a 20-page, in-depth analysis of Ё | 
Music from The Elder to а detailed look at Gene Simmons’ 
ever-changing makeup design. Want to know what songs KISS 
played at their first gig? Check. Interested in reading about 
KISS’s 1977 tour of Japan? Check. Curious about the 
evolution of KISS’s costumes? Check. Want to know more 
about the recording of Destroyer through the eyes of producer 
Bob Ezrin? Check. Nothing was off limits or too obscure. And 
within the pages of a KISS fanzine you knew you'd discover 
information that you’d never find in a mainstream rock 
publication. And even more important, while stories in major 
music magazines were often penned by jaded music writers 


„А 
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who weren't even fans of the band, KISS fanzines were filled with impassioned апа 

informed text written by the fans, for the fans. | 
Through the years, KISS fanzines ranged wildly in quality, however, more 

often than nal the meticulous attention to detail found within the pages was 

impressive. As a result, these 'zines were 

crammed with nuggets of information and 

insight that managed to satiate the fans’ thirst 

for learning, as much as they could, about the 

"hottest band in the land." There were 

editorials, critical analyses, interviews, feature 

stories, album and concert reviews, reprints of 


vintage articles, and much more. Coverage of 4 
the band was overwhelmingly positive, but T 
there were a select few 'zines that willingly 7 


engaged in pointed criticism. What these 
fanzines truly demonstrated was the fierce 
loyalty, devotion, and passion their readers felt 
for the band. Despite our differences of opinion, what truly brings us together is our 
universal love for KISS. 

Things didn't heat up in the KISS fanzine subculture until the mid to late'80s 
with the emergence of quality fan-created publications like Strange Ways (issues - 
numbered at over 100 pages), Firehouse, Black Diamond, KISS Klassics, and KISS 
Fire. And while none of the 'zines could pass for a professional-looking magazine 
like Creem or Circus, that didn’t matter to their loyal base of subscribers—content 

was king. And it was here where those 'zines truly excelled, offering a treasure trove of rare photographs, well-written 
articles and exclusive interviews with the band, past and present. 

Even more crucially, by that time the fanzines were able to open up direct communication with KISS themselves. 
Recognizing the importance of maintaining communication with their loyal fan base, the band paid special attention to 
this new growing cottage industry of underground KISS fanzines and routinely provided news, photos, and interviews 
and occasionally filled out personal questionnaires. This hands-on involvement served a dual purpose; 
it provided an ideal tool to disseminate key information to their hard-core base, and it helped further 
cement the tight bond between KISS and their core audience, a symbiotic 
relationship that continues to this day. 

- By the mid "905 and through the present day, the KISS fanzine 
community has been blessed with several top-drawer international 
publications whose impressive cable production and graphic design values 
put them on par with mass market music magazines. These include K/SS 
Kollector (Holland), Strike (Italy), Destroyer (Sweden), and the short-lived 
Clown White (England). The Japanese KISS fanzine L.F. warrants special 
mention and is in a Class of its own. In existence since 1980, it’s the longest 
running KISS ’zine, and it’s never failed to deliver in quality content, 
cramming over 100 pages of information and photographs into each issue. 

Today, with the advent of Internet where exchange of information is 
instantaneous, many KISS fanzines have disappeared. But they’re not gone 

. altogether—they've just swapped print for cyberspace. Finding a new home 

` ` on the Internet, countless Web sites have taken on the role of fanzines and 

/', provide a steady stream of up-to-date news, interviews, editorials, articles, 

E and exclusive content. Yet there are still some old-school KISS fanzines in 

existence who continue to proudly carry the torch, most notably KISS 
Kollector and Destroyer. | 

©... Culled from the personal collection of Gene Simmons, within these 

is a cross-selection of carefully chosen KISS fanzines from around 

ыы Бі өніс оуег 30 years of KISStory, each ’zine shares а 


Photos from Ken Sharp collection 
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PAUL STANLEY: Му first 
exposure to early | “music . 
fanzines was Crawdaddy! 


I think: A. laddy! and 
the early Rolling > ‘Stone 
issues Were the .closest | 
thing to fanzines. Regardless ` 
of what those publications ... 
may һауе become, they ` 
started because of а few . 
individuals” ЖҮЛ , for. rock . 
and roll. And it 


15 the same . 


exact thing with, KISS . 


fanzines,. KISS fanzines 
were born out of a pure Ы 
love for the band. Pure T 
and simple.. | 
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Асе Frehley, Tulsa October 29, 1979 


Photo by Richard j pea 


Photos by Ri Galbraith/www myspace,com/richardgalbraith 


PAUL STANLEY: The first ones | can remember were 
the Japanese fanzines. When the fanzine 
phenomenon started for KISS | was astounded 
that we were eliciting that kind of response from 
people. It went beyond wanting music or t-shirts 
or belt- buckles and into. someone immersing 
themselves into:something with a passion. 


Back in the early days of KISS fanzines this meant 
people hand-stapling issues together. The 
fanzines were somewhere between a newsletter 
and a mini-magazine. What blew me away was 
that were so many of them, and that they were 
international. That's what was so striking to me. 
They didn't know borders.. Our music didn't only 
connect with an English-speaking world, but we 
were getting fanzines from countries where all | 
could do was look at the photos and hope they 
were saying something nice. (laughs) We were а 
band that traveled to areas in middle America that 
other bands flew over. We took our message truly 
to the people in such a way and to such an extent 
that we’d arrive in some cities, and literally people 
would say, “What are you doing here?” My reply 
was always, “No one chose where they were 
born.” So we were a blue-collar band that 
connected with the people, апа perhaps that’s 


one reason why fans connected even more: 


strongly with KISS and did their own fanzines. 
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KISSer-the world's 


first KISS fanzine 
(USA) 1916-1918. | = 


| first heard about KISS when | was selling my 
collection of trading cards from the ’60s, shows like The 
Munsters, Batman, Superman, Twilight Zone and Lost in 
Space. | went to a collectible store in Greenwich Village in 
late "72, 73. | was talking about Alice Cooper to the guy 
behind the counter, and he was telling me about his friend 
Rik Fox from Brooklyn who was also a big Alice Cooper 
fan. Then he told me about a guy named Peter Criscuola 
from the neighborhood who was in a new band that was 
kinda flashy in the vein of Alice Cooper and that turned out 
to be KISS. And that guy turned out to be Peter Criss. 

So | contacted Rik Fox, and we became good 
friends. Eventually | wound up seeing KISS at Coventry in 
December '73 and became a big fan. | started to follow 
them and see them perform all over at places like the 
Sunshine Inn in Asbury Park, New Jersey; Capitol Theater 
in Passaic, New Jersey; Beacon Theater in New York City; 
and the Tower Theater in Philly. Even though KISS had a 
few records out, they were invisible to the mainstream. 
They rarely got played on the radio, but we were hungry 
for info about them. So | first started to place classified ads 
in the back of Circus magazine looking to meet other KISS 
fans. With the first ad | got about 26 contacts and that 
snowballed with each consecutive ad. It made me feel like 
| wasn't alone and there were other fans like me that loved 
the band too. About two months later, | was shopping in 
the Paramus Park Mall in Paramus, New Jersey, and there 
was a big record store there called Harmony Hut. In the 
store | was looking through the KISS record section, and 
there was a big, tall, skinny guy with frizzy hair standing 
behind me impatiently waiting to look at the records. | 
turned around and asked this guy if he liked the band, and 
he said, “Dude, | love them!” And we instantly connected 
and became good friends. That was Greg Kline. 

Greg was going to Paramus High School, and he 
was taking print shop in school. | told him that Ра been 
contacting KISS fans through Circus magazine. He said, 
“| have access to the print shop. Why don’t we start a fan 
magazine?” And that's what happened. It was free and 
didn't cost us a dime. We toyed around with a lot of names 
before coming up with K/SSer. We put out our first issue 
in the fall of 76, and we produced four issues in total. 
There were only about 300 copies made of the first issue, 
but by the final issue we were printing almost a thousand 
copies. | reached out to the same fans that contacted me 
through Circus to see if they wanted to contribute to the 
magazine and many did. | placed an ad in Circus 
advertising K/SSer as the first KISS fanzine. Contents of a 


typical. issue of K/SSer would comprise articles, 
illustrations by fans, letters from fans, reviews of albums 
and concerts, crossword puzzles, band sightings “anda 
want-ad section for fans wishing to trade memorabilia 
and photos. We also printed some exclusive photos 
taken by Rik Fox at KISS's Fillmore East press launch 
for the first KISS album. K/SSer sold for 75 cents an 
issue, which we lowered to 50 cents for the following 
issue. But | never made any money from the fanzines. 

In fact, | lost money on the last issue because | 
printed extra pages. It was a labor of love, but it was all 
worth it because it helped forge a community of fans 
and create a meeting place through paper. | 

Also, during the time, | did another rock and roll 
fanzine called Flash, which was devoted to KISS and 
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other bands like Aerosmith, Queen, Starz and Angel. | * 


did three issues of that magazine. 

One of my favorite KISS memories is getting to 
meet the band backstage at the Spectrum in Philly in 
September of 1979, on the Dynasty tour. | got to meet 
them with The Kissettes, four hard-core female KISS 
fans from Queens, New York. | walked up to Ace and 
showed him the second issue of КІ55ег, which had а 
cartoon drawing of him on the cover, and he said, 
“What's that, a KISS comic book?” and started ОПО 
hysterically. 

From my work doing my own KISS fanzines, | 
continued working in the music business, playing in 
bands, managing groups, running a club called 
Escapades in Jersey City and operating my own label, 
Fleshtone Records. Today lm manager of a securities 
company in Bayonne, New Jersey, but I'm still a major 
KISS fan, and my love for the band will never die. It's 
eternal. 


—Randy Paul 
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is blasting the last ， 
echoeing choras of Led Zeppelin's 
"Stairway to heaven". = lights 
e beginning to dim -- en 
ee as 30,000 totally 
freaked-out fans аз they Prepare 
to meet the noise-masters of rock 
face-to-face (or should I say 
codpiece-to-codpiece?). 


The р.а. 


"We want KISS! WE want KISS!" the 
cnant begins; accentuated with 
screams and cheers. 
three silhouettes appear 


Then 5 
a скіу апа easily 


above us -- gui 
oiscernable as 
Ace, puckering Paul, 
Gene. Tune Up. 


tne best and you got 
спе best! The nottest band in 
the world -- KISS!" Paul and 
Gene race each other down the 
specially designed lit-up stairs 
and go right into the best and 
the most popular opening number 
since "Deuce" and "Detroit Rock 


city". 


"You wanteo 


he spins the axe over his 
body...we can't take it anymore: 
HE can't take it anymore! He 
deposits his overheated axe 
or pyramid-stand and wobbles 
о stage. The guitar can't 
take it anymore: It heaves 

and shakes and fumes -- suddenly 
emitting fire from it's belly, 
blazing іп it's own realm of 
grandeur. Flaming youth before 
our very eyes and the 4-minute, 
18-second solo ends. 


Paul leaps to the mike to 
introduce the next number, "I 
Want You". Не gleams with 
pride as he plays his rare 

lead guitar bit. He teases the 
audience, "I wa-a-a-a-a-nt..." 
ЧОП, "дн", т! "want" WANT, "I 
Wah-ah-ah-ah-ahnt YOU:", Paul 
screams like a madman. 


"Is everybody ready to get their 
medecine?" he yells. "Are you 
ready to get your Rock 'n Roll 
prescription filled? Then, 

we'll have to call out...Dr. Love:" 


Gene unveils his gory looking 
face from behind his bat-wing 
arms. Dr. Love begin, he throws 
a few picks at the ever awaiting, 
always eager hands of the fans. 
Ace sings on the chorus--he's 
really getting into it tonite: 


"Shout it Out Loud" follows. 
Paul leaps through the air апа 
practices gymnsstics right 
before our very eyes. First 

a split, then a kick, can he 

do a somersault? Fog rolls in 

I can't see a thing, suddenly, 

a head pops out of the fog. 

A gory, green light glows around 
him as he plays his deathly 
Chords. The excitement is too 
much for the axe-wielding, 
tongue-wiggling glittergoth. 

The blood pours forth out of 

his mouth. І stop to think, 
"here stands a 28-year old, 
dripping blood from his mouth 
with childish glee snd an entire 
auditorium of people are cheering 
him on! I stop myself in 


YOU WANTED THE BEST AND YOU GOT 


Square Garden 


throughout the numb 
into 
Nighttime World". 


THE BEST! 


iss At Madiso 
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By Ace Stone Ш 
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The screams continue 


er and right 
"King of the 
Barely through 
two songs and KISS has the gall 

to sweat. Pauls' Led Zeppelinesque 
screams pierce through the air. 


the next one, 


"Whoaaahh! How "уа feelin'?" yells 
Paul amid a barrage of assaulting 
comments: "Get а Ада My 
friend mentions to me that this is 
the Only concert where a kid can 
say, "KISS sucks” and nobody would 
make the slightest attempt toward 
annihilation. Paul addresses his 
New York fans: "you wanna rock 
ana roll tonight?" 30,000 mouths 
scream tneir approval. "Alright: 
АҺ tell "уа, we all grew up here, 
and there ain't no place like 

New York!" Ace plugs a guitar 
mini-solo "Ah see we got some 

good looking’ girls here ~~ We're, 
gonna саке it to the Ladies' Room. 


Why not? KISS is 
We're not supposed to 
believe it! We're supposed 
to enjoy! And enjoy we did as 
nis blood-dripping exhibition 
led to "God of Thunder". Organ 
music actually accompanied him! 

I swear! I heard organ music: 
Maybe it was a leftover from 
an old hockey game, but I'm 
sure I heard it! 


midthought. 
a fantasy. 


Midway through the song, Peter 
has a drum solo. It was steady 
and at a level his fans can 
appreciate. At the end of the 
solo, his entire drumstand 

fall fourteen drums, including 
Peter) hydraulically levitates 

up and over the stage! Peter 
кіскв а lever on the side of a 
arum that sends confetti spewing 
out of his drumstand like water 
from a firehose. Peter, 
oblivious to all these goings-on, 
continues to play as Gene, Paul, 
and Ace return to the stage 

to finish the number as if it 
һай still been going on all along. 


Paul orders the audience to scream 
for Rock and Roll, which we do 
on command, inciting the KISS 
national anthem, "Rock and Roll 
all Nite” Gene claps his hands 
over his head during the chorus, 
Ace joins on the chorus with 
Peter adding an enthusiastic 
"all nite" inbetween, Even 

the fans were singing. It was 
then that I noticed the pin 
attached to Paul's costume. 

It was of a big rooster perched 
on а fence (use your imagination, 
dears). Confetti fell on us by 
the balefuls. 1 thought I'd 
drown in it! Then, Paul comes 
out with his autographed 
unfinished, beautiful, black 
guitar and proceeds to break 

it in half. Every powerful 
muscle in his body put to work 
in the yargantuan effort. He 
tosses it into the audience and 
watches the fans swarming around 
it like hungry ants. One lucky 
fan emerges, cradling his 
precious possession in his arms, 
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Onlangs " —" KISS in MT een radiostation, 

Het was ongeveer drie uur in de middag toen D.J. Don 
Steele plotseling opgeschrikt werd door een groepje 
rare snoeshanen. Deze hielden hem onder schot met een 
plastic ruimte pistool en een papieren "Love Gun". 

KISS was gearriveerd. De boys waren op stap gegaan 
zonder hun bekende pakken. Om niet herkend te worden 
hadden ze allemaal een helm op. Gene had een helm op 

n»: "Sîr Lancelot". Ace had natuur- 
„| opgezet. 

„уап uitstuitend KISS muziek. Hier- 
nde bladzijden vinden jullie en- 
foto’s van de KISS boys. Deze 
le weten te bemachtigen. 
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= Flash (изд) 
==> 1911-1918. À 


| first saw KISS on May 3, 1975, at the Tower Theater in Philly, | 
апа they blew my mind. Growing up loving monsters and the 
magazine Famous Monsters of Filmland, | really connected with the 
look of the band, especially Gene. 

Randy Paul, a friend of mine, put together K/SSer, the first KISS fanzine, and we became 
friends. | was able to do artwork for that fanzine and later did artwork for Flash, another KISS-related 
zine. Being involved with a fanzine, particularly in the early days of the band, | felt very much a part of 
the underground community that was just starting to swell with KISS fans wanting to bond over their 
love of the group. | also took photos of the group at various concerts including Convention Hall in 
Wildwood, New Jersey, one of the shows they recorded for Alive! 

A funny story about that show.... | made sure to show up early so | could get close to the 
Stage. | heard a roadie saying Gene was out front. Then | saw this big gangly guy with long, reddish- 
brown hair sitting by himself on the Jersey boardwalk drinking a Coke and checking out the ladies. 
| was freaking out and knew that it had to be Gene! So | grabbed my little Bell & Howell movie 
camera and starting shooting. Somehow he saw me and started walking toward me. | thought | 
was gonna have an exclusive for KiSSer—a member of KISS without makeup—and now | didn't 
know what was gonna happen, | could have run away, but something made me stay. Gene came 
over and was very polite. The first thing he said was, “How much was the film?” | said, “Five bucks.” He 
pulled a five dollar bill out of his wallet—which | still have to this day—and said, “Inside you can take all the film you 
want but don’t try that again,” and he took the film and walked away. So | didn’t have an exclusive for KISSer, but I'd 
met а member of KISS and that was good enough for me. 

Flash only lasted a few issues, but it was a memory that'll stick with me forever. Today in 2009 I'm still a huge 
KISS fan and play bass in Deuce, a KISS tribute band. | even use the same vintage basses Gene used back in the early 
'70s—a Gibson Ripper and a Gibson Grabber. 


а 


—Sam Ricardo 


Photos by Sam Ricardo 


May 3, 1975, Tower Theater, Philadelphia 


September 14, 1975, King's College, Wilkes-Barres, Pennsylvania 


in which the boys gia "King of the 
i ime нога" тпас included 
i ire: 


imagine Que 

special with bonn and 
Paul Lynde r an Florence Henderson: not bee а 
singing "That Old Black Magic". on primetime т.ч. before: Gustavsson 
ou cou а stomac іс, you were опе likely will not be able to do it ‚ Karlshamn. 
of the lucky Kiss fans who ot to again. For there were a few | 

вее the pest elevisioh appearance ounger fans who saw nim до his 1 

in Kiss'S career- stuff and decided to try it k 

themselves: which turned ou 
pictur this: Margare fatal: 11 іп all it ma for one 

Hamilton 9 "wicked witch O the nell оға show. 

West” Fame introducing otham 

Gargoyles as her hamber musicians: This show is ve important. 

to Pau үлде. е boyS blast іс was Kiss'S first primetime 

their Way through three of their appearance: nd we nope not their 

pest songs The first was “petroit last. The Paul Lynde Halloween 

Rock city" followed by their specia ва howling success 

monster nit singl Beth". At the with us 2 FLASH nope they 3, Pet 

ena of the song paul Lynde and rerun it for tnose һо missed it- en, се гер AR 

Margaret Hamilton stop them for Arve, Bromma ГА E y м 

jar erds and then jet them 90 к. Paul Hel ene tecknad 
“та finale. ena Hammar ^d 
» 


Mi 
6100727 MEETS THESE i 


БЕТӘ THE 
HANTOM OF 
ee Ыы 
E ? T.V. TWO HOUR 2 
L WHEN НЕ WAS 
о 
MAKING газаа PARK JOB CF 
75 АТ "MAGIC 5 


MOVIE OF THE SEASON, WI 
T EY SATALITE Yes 
RY 28uh (TWO ке 


9 
405 


) А CONCERT WELL АЗ 
READY SHOWN 
ANSWERS 


YES КТ 
ISS DID DO А CONCERT WELL N 
ОТ EXACTLY 
ТЫ, 


FANTASTIC ART 


Här kommer 

som nu áte 

ы ale des ү. телах Е 

tant. eile A Den teckning alla teckni 

оше. зам nu inte саты vinner 15 d som fár de Ere 

inte oe teckningar ae in fle пзКа kronor К "d 

a större än ste vara ri r teckninga оп- 
nágon av dem 45946 і eee Š hae 
edan, Lycka t ch fár 
ill. 


Hox tockiad wav 
54 ا‎ Sth 


2. А 
. Асе tecknad ау Anet 
ette 


CF AND ON 
4 ТЕТКЕ ЛЕ 
IT OUT Lot „ДК CONCERT KISS 
uu one "Т БІР "5НОШТ 
DOUBLES DID "н OF THUNDER” [ B TOLE TOUR 
a a 
ED "CHRISREEN WORDS „ОН THE „ВИТ THET 
"EET "LAND EN SIXTEEN" ‚AND un THEY FLAY 
En ) THOSE = 4 РРАСТІС 

"KISS MEETS THE E SONGS RE 
AS À GREAT SUCC ANTOM OF PARK” ae MOVII 
THIRE IT WAS А ESS , ALTHOUGH CENE HE MOVIE 

Roa s СОС ЕТЕ» ІНЕ E 
TH A LOT OF KISS la KISS 

NS 


G 


REAT SUCCESSIII 


icr 


Y 


BATTLE ON STAGE!!! 


By Bill Starkey 


Awhile back, a KISS fan once asked me if | 
thought that KISS fans enjoyed being placed in an 
underdog role. | agreed that there has always been an “it's 
us against the world” mentality when it came to dealing 
with others who didn’t quite see things the way we KISS 
fans did. We enjoyed carrying an invisible chip on our 
shoulder or wearing a badge of courage. Didn't Paul 
Stanley, undoubtedly the greatest front man in rock and 
roll history, tell us during the song *100,000 Years" from 
KISS Alive! to, "Stand up for what you believe in?" Maybe 
that was our rallying Cry. Seeing the band at a show was 
our pep rally to go out into the masses and spread the 
word. Of course there would be obstacles, but there were 
lessons to be learned and a human bonding that takes 
place. Now with over 35 years of "bonding together" with 
the KISS Army, I'm so very proud of the band’s 
accomplishments and the staying power and diversity of 
KISS fans. 

My first exposure to KISS came while looking 
through our local newspaper in February 1974. What 
caught my attention was a bizarre picture of a dark, 
winged character with wild hair and white face-paint 
playing a guitar. This was in the TV section of our 
newspaper, and it read that the musical group KISS would 
be appearing tonight on ABC- TV's In Concert. | stayed up 
late that Friday by chance to see another act, but KISS 
was unlike anything "а ever Seen. | was drawn to the 
English glam acts like Slade, Mott the Hoople and David 
Bowie because of their appearance and the fact that they 
weren't typical American acts. | was sure KISS was either 
something very new ОГ something so dark and cult-like 
ihat they remained in 
obscurity by choice. But 
| just knew they had to 
be another English band 
just by their appearance 
and approach. The 
following Monday morning, 
on the school bus, my 
best friend Jay Evans 
asked me if Га seen this 
outrageous group called 
KISS Friday night on In 
Concert. Jay was a huge 
Led Zeppelin fan while | 
clung to my old Beatles 
aloums. Could this finally be 
the band that we'd both 
agree on? 


In Terre Haute, Indiana, the biggest employer was 
ihe Columbia Record Plant. Records were pressed for 
CBS in just three cities, and Terre Haute was one. My 
father was an expediter who organized huge record 
shipments all across the country. К wasn't uncommon for 
artists like Bob Dylan, Paul Revere and the Raiders or Tom 
Jones to tour the local plant. My father, being aware ofthe 
huge impact the music industry had, always kept an open 
mind. His primary account was Warner Brothers Records, 
зо he could get me releases by everyone from Alice 
Cooper to Deep Purple. He would also tell me who was 
popular and tried to get me to listen to popular acts, but | 
always had other ideas. Warner Brothers Records shipped 
for Casablanca Records, the band’s label. He was able to 
get me the first KISS album by request. It had a special 
sticker on the front introducing the single “Kissin! Time” 
but more importantly, it came with a cool fold-out poster 
which | still keep today like a child’s favorite bedtime 
blanket. 

Besides the promotional albums from Warner 
Brothers, my Pop offered to get us concert tickets through 
the label. His first offer was to see Deep Purple in 
Indianapolis, but the show sold out very fast. Then he 
came up with the idea to see KISS in Evansville, Indiana, 
on the eighth of December 1974 at Roberts Stadium. It 
was a cold, snowy Sunday afternoon, and my 46-year-old 
father drove me and my brother to Evansville in his beat- 
up pickup truck. Casablanca had promised to leave us 
tickets, but they never appeared. Pop drove us around the 
city to record stores in a 
panic. He figured that if he 
could find a KISS арип, 

he'd call them and get the 
matter straightened out... We 
found not one KISS album 
anywhere in the city —not 
even at Kmart. 

We got back to the 
ticket office, and my father 
told the ticket lady how we 
came from Terre Haute, 
and she somehow let us in 

the show! The opening 
act was finishing up. 
Originally | had written 
that ZZ Top, who shared 
the bill, had played first, 
but after further thought, 
| realized it was KISS 
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who would go on next. The KISS logo was placed curiously to the left of the stage. They opened with “Deuce,” and 

. after that | think the three of us were shell-shocked. They were loud and in your face...fire, sirens, flash pots, etc. This 

: was my first concert, and what a concert it türned out to be. Though my father had an open mind, his musical tastes 

` Were more like Sinatra or Mario Lanza— not 110 decibels of heavy metal. 

However, he loved the show and the enthusiasm generated between both KISS and the audience. We let ZZ 

Тор play two songs before my father decided, that, for anything less than what KISS had delivered, we should head 

back home to Terre Haute since it was a Sunday night, and we had school the next day. There was no argument from 
me or my younger brother—we were still stunned by what we had just experienced. 

- | couldn't wait to tell Jay on the bus Monday morning about the KISS show. It was futile to try to explain the 
show, but Jay’ knew | wasn’t always prone to exaggerations. My father was so impressed that he told my mother about 
the KISS concert, and it became like kind of a dare for her to go to one, but her. curiosity was aroused. Wouldn't you 
know that indianapolis would be having a.concert called Christmas Jam on Saturday, December 28 1974, at the 
Convention Center. The acts were going be Си iver Messenger Servic Hy S 
Speedwagon. The show wás set 10 start at 5 р. m., so my father agreed 
Indianapolis auto show and just driving her around the ay a б зд | 

Mom was geiting impatient sitting with us from 5 | p.m. till 11 p.m. mv appeared, and — REO finished 
their set, the lead singer told us.to stick around for KISS. My mom was surprised how docile the crowd was since she 
associated. crowds at. rock and roll shows with violent behavior. The crowd was far from silent; ‘however, they knew 
Mom was easily one of the oldest people at the show. We begged her to let.us stay longer, and she reminded us of 
where our father was with our baby sister. What added to her frustration were the droves of people who had ignored 
the. KISS plug and were leaving the Convention Center. Maybe some were just too tired to leave, but l'd like to believe 
we KISS faithful were staying because we knew what we were about to experience...a Sunday morning revival. 

KISS hit the stage at 12:30 a.m. Sunday:morning with Paul Stanley saying, “Hello Indianapolis, better late than 
NEVER. ” This: time | realized how musically tight they were. Everything just sounded better live, compared to my records 
at. home. They were only allowed to use white, bright lights unlike the battery of colored lights that the headliner REO 
Speedwagon used, but those white lights only made them took cooler with their black, white and silver color scheme. 
Colored lights would only ruin the effect. п embarrassing moment happened to me and my brother when my Mom 
screamed during Gene’s blood. Uking. She actually thought he was really | ill or something. She finally made-us leave 
between the second ort 1 encores. | was willing: to 90, ‘thoroughly convinced that what | а зееп їп Evansville was 

something incredibly. special. But how could | explain what | had experienced? J ; 
~ At the i ime there was only one local radio station in Terre Haute that played арт M rock, WVTS-FM. 
One evening Jay called to request а KISS album. The DJ оп that particular shift told him that they were not allowed to 
_ play KISS at their radio station. He told. us to call the station's program director, Rich. Dickerson, on his shift. So one, 


а” м evening. Ja пеа Mr. Dickerson and. "asked for anything by KISS. Dickerson seemed like a reasonable guy, and he 

ча was: за ро pular radio Personality | іп our city. But tonight һе fired the first shots when he told Jay that ће thought KISS 
с. 1- r rner Overdrive: А What an insult. At that momenti in our » о lives we felt we had 
лїп дік, Мк that we сай back saying that we were “the Army.” 

E ow. пуб ейвену апа said, еа, S Army.” We were doing this out of my basement, and since | was 


nou jh to 2 give ourselves titles in. our two-man Army. | was the President, and 
ew KISS pictures that | ‚could f find in Circus magazine or Свет. Ра 
tion saying, “Play KISS or we'll burn own the C. station. " These days 
ty, but this was 1975. 0000 


and Lynyrd Skynyrd were ‘blitzing 


ave e KISS іме, we agn 


д ‘our local: airwaves. 77 was M making 
S tunes for friends on his Radio Shacl -8-track recorder. This was his way ¢ of spreading the “gospel” 
d us about tl ап usic sic. ple at Casablanca records told my father that the band 

| as comir they were pretty excited about. He would come from 

-hit | = апа ће would tease me that no one was 


an then he la ic in the та 
month we had a family tragedy. | 
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act!!! They were to play the Convention Center again оп 
April 2274 with opening act Rush. | knew that this had to 
be the start of their march to the top. | rounded up three 
carloads of high school classmates from Terre Haute North 
Vigo High School, where | attended. Most of these people 
were curious, but doubtful of my glorification of a band 
whose music wasn’t even on our radio station. | didn’t 
have a job let alone a car, but | was willing to help pay for 
the gas money to get 70 miles from Terre Haute to 
Indianapolis. Рт sure these guys wondered, who was 
KISS, and why is this a big deal to Starkey, his brother and 
Jay Evans? 

It was April, and spring in Indiana is marvelous. 
After experiencing what seemed to be endless cold 
temperatures, it was all of a sudden very warm that evening, 
almost summer-like. | saw kids, boys AND girls painted up 
like their favorite KISS members. A few had used glitter to 
make their own T-shirts. The Convention Center had a 
dividing wall, and the place was split in two. There were only 
two sections of aluminum bleachers on either side of us, 
and the rest was a concrete floor. It was festival seating, and 
Jay dared me to sit on the floor, right by Сепез side, 
because we saw the candelabra. An English band named 
Status Quo came out first and did a great job of typically 
getting the crowd going. | had never seen Rush before, and 
they played a great set of stuff off their new album Fly by 
Night. 

Now it was KISS’s turn. The stage looked 
immaculate. We saw a few roadies wearing black KISS 
shirts with what looked to be sequins or something—we 
had to get one! | could see why the band did everything in 
that black, white and silver color combination. The stage 
was immaculate, though small, with every Marshall amp 
perfectly placed. We were at the feet of this altar waiting 
for our heroes, and this time the KISS logo was placed 
perfectly behind them on what looked to be a flag mast. 
The fans started chanting, “KISS, KISS, KISS,” which was 
something | had never heard while the lights were still on. 
That was usually reserved for the encores, which were 
numerous even back then. Some fans had brought in 
fireworks and even bottle rockets to shoot off in this place, 
which was a convention hall with a low ceiling, not an 
outdoor music facility. This was a rowdy group, ready for 
spring and more importantly ready for the next big thing in 
rock and roll...KISS! 

We had read in Circus magazine a few months 
back that the band had a propensity to sneak out into the 
audience between shows to get a feel for the crowd. Not 
ever seeing the band without their makeup, we were 
looking around for potential rock stars. When Gene’s 
candelabrum was lit we knew what was going to happen 
next. Being so close to the stage they looked 10-feet tall. 
We were yelling on Gene’s side, and he grabbed his mike 
and thrust it in the crowd so as to let us know we were a 
part of the performance. | don’t know if it was because we 
were so close to the stage, but the music was deafening. 
| could feel this thump all throughout my body. | had been 


standing all night, and | didn’t care. The back of my arms 
were getting burned by fans who were smoking, and | 
didn’t care. There was no air conditioning in that place, 
and | didn’t care—it truly was Hotter than Hell. 

By the time “100,000 Years” was played, the 
band let off these huge Bunsen burners while Paul was 
leading us. | looked down at my arms, and some of the 
hair had been singed due to the heat. We were seeing 
what was eventually the KISS Alive set list. The band 
introduced cuts from Dressed to Kill, which had not been 
out long enough for us to sample. We all had our personal 
favorites, but one of the guys in my homeroom said that 
“Rock and Roll All Nite” was a huge hit and that anytime 
Paul and Gene collaborated on a song that it was a killer. 
This guy was Spicoli right out of Fast Times at Ridgemont 
High, so | didn’t pay it much thought. 

During the show | kind of saw what my father liked 
about the band. They had everyone in unison pounding 
on the aluminum bleachers, sounding like an Indiana high 
school basketball pep rally gone wild. Except it was being 
played in hell, and Paul was leading us to do his bidding 
and we didn’t care. Being a guitar player, my favorite 
member was Ace. He was flashy and very underrated as 
a lead guitarist as far as | was concerned. He wasn't 
always out front like Gene and Paul, so that made me 
identify with him even more. | wasn’t flashy like Paul or 
intimidating like Gene, so Ace was my guy. Yet | never 
wanted to draw attention to myself and put on the KISS 
makeup—I never wanted to show any particular allegiance 
to any one of them. 

At the end of the show, another odd thing 
happened. When Peter’s drum kit was rising, the fringe on 
the front of the stage was caught. As he was rising, the 
fringe was getting torn because it was caught at the 
bottom. What was so marvelous to us fans up close was 
that we could see Paul, Gene and Ace facing Peter at the 
end of “Black Diamond.” They were trying to hide the fact 
that this was making them all laugh. Since Peter was 


37 


rh 


Photos by Chuck Pulin 


Photo by Paul Соода! 


KISS’ first appearance in London, Ontario, Canada, 1974, backstage at Centennial Hall 


facing us, it was all too obvious that he was doing the worst job of hiding the fact. Even though his head was down, and. 
his drum sticks were in the air, you could see that he was trying his best not to laugh. These 10- foot alién/monster/rock 
gods showed us that there really were humans behind all of the leather, makeup and pyrotechnics. The next day at 
school, we were all talking about “the greatest concert.” ааай 

Rob Smith, a friend of Jay and mine who attended the show, wanted to make KISS T- shirts since they didn’t 
sell them at the Indy show. He printed some up in the high school print shop based off of the cover of the first album. ta 
We picked a day when we would wear them at school, and we eventually had our group picture taken in, of all га 
the boys restroom. The principal didn’t seem too upset about it since we were graduating in а few months. We | 
the prettiest, the school athletes, or the most popular kids in the school, and our parents all made a modest WB g 
were geeks using, and | was the worst because geeks іп today’s terminology make excellent grades and ares 
planning for college— good grades and college entrance exams were not in my game plan...yet. | was the w worstikind © 
of geek; | was going nowhere so what did | have to lose? 

But showing our allegiance to KISS and wearing our homemade shirts would have consequences. WésWould- 
hear stuff like, “KISS? KISS my ass,” often, but there was one comment directed towards me that bothered. ne more ' 
than the usual. “Hey, Starkey, if KISS is so Р*п’ great like you guys say they are, then why aren't they on the radio? 
Where's their music?" | had responses for the other jerky comments, but the radio comments cut like a knife. Why _ 
weren't they on the radio? They were a headline act now. All of those people at the Convention Center voce ERR 
that maybe we needed to get back to our radio campaign. 

The summer of 1975, a new radio station, WPFR, had started up on the west side of Terre Haute. Ed Ganando А га” 
was their program director/DJ, and | requested а KISS song, and surprisingly he played it. These were the days of 5,4, 
putting on songs like “Free Bird” so that they could go outside the station and һауе a smoke. PFR’s ratings ‘weren't 
great at the time, and they probably didn’t care. | introduced myself as the President of the KISS Army, and Ed was 
amused.... | had found an ally from 
Chicago. 

The first single that WVTS would 
play was "Love Theme from KISS.” They 
would play just a small part Of this KISS 
instrumental right before théy went into 
the national news break. When we called 
to complain, Mr. Dickerson responded 
laughingly, “Hey, you guys “wanted io 
hear a KISS song, so there,” < 
hung up. After befriending some 
other radio personalities at the s 
they told us that they remembere 
throwing the KISS albums ou 
dismissing them as “another Nev 
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fag band like The Dolls.” The other DJs asked me if | would 
bring my albums to the radio station so that they could 
copy them for possible airplay. | borrowed my тот” car, 
and thought this was a victory of sorts for the KISS Army. 
- The new problem | had, was that the few times the band's 
music was played it was usually late at night, and they’d 


almost never say who the artist was. | would either call or . 
| write to express my disappointment, but I’m sure by now. 


| was just seen as an annoyance. Starkey—get a life. 

My cousin Tommy Rusin had remembered hearing 
me extol the virtues of KISS, and one day decided to paint- 
up like Gene. So one night 1 got Jay and some friends, and 
we took him to our one and only local mall, painted-up. We 


followed behind him a few paces just so that we could see | 


the expressions on the people's faces in the mall. Cheap 
laughs for sure. Tommy was a natural Gene, which was 


great since he’s never seen KISS in concert. Another 
evening, we were able to convince three other kids to paint- ` 


up like the band, and we took them around town. Jay 
named them “The Unknown Soldiers of the KISS Army.” 
We eventually took them by WTS one night, and the DJ 


on that shift said over the air that, "Ladies and gentlemen, . - 


the KISS Army has descended on our radio station like а 
horde of painted devils!” I’m sure the listeners were 
unaware what the KISS Army was, or what he was talking 
about. We had won over everyone it seemed except the 
Program Director Rich Dickerson. KISS would come to 
Indianapolis again that August, but we were not able to 
catch the show that time. Jay was getting ready for his first 


year of college at ISU, and the other guys were heading off. 


tO college too, except me. 


lt was September, and we were excited because 


of the release of KISS’s first live album. Upon getting the 


album, | knew that it was the perfect testament to the three ` 


shows 1d seen. Everything about the album was 
perfection—liner notes, pictures and not one, but TWO, 


to hear cuts from the live album, The Dus told me that 


people were requesting KISS songs and asking about how | 
they could join the KISS Army. Jay chimed in and said that | 


if they believed that KISS was the greatest band in the 
world,. then they WERE i in the KISS Army. | thought that 
was sufficient. ; 

But this free initiation jWoUldit- come without its 
bad seeds. One night a disc jockey who had come here 


from lowa was deeply disturbed by a threat to "play KISS, ` 


or else were coming.to the station to get you." It seems 


this poor fellow had witnessed an irate listener coming into ` 


the station where he once was working to carry out a 
similar threat. The KISS. Army wasn't anything to take 
lightly. By now entire sides of KISS Alive! were being 
played on both radio stations, and rules had to be set up 
as to how much KISS could be requested and played. It 
Seems other radio personalities were getting tired of having 
to. різу KISS stuff all day. 

4 Іп late September, we got the word that we were 
‘al hoping for. KISS: was coming to our new arena, the 


Hulman Center, on November 21%, Rich Dickerson called 
me with a promotional idea that would be the final touch 
in making the KISS Army a reality. He asked me to start 
writing my letter campaign to him and send about two or 
three at a time. He would read these letters over the air 
during his 5 p.m. shift, and he would call it “The KISS Army 


Letter of the Day." He would always have the last word 
- Since it was HIS radio show, but we were doing trash- talk 


radio before Howard Stern. | would use my forum to crown 
KISS as the new Kings of Rock and slam other popular 
acts like Aerosmith or whoever | felt the station gave more 
radio time to. Rich-was good and very funny, and it was 
all | could do to try to keep up with him for three weeks. 

At this time, Jay was real busy with. his freshman 
year at college and eventually asked me to take his name 
off of the KISS Army Letter of the Day. Seems he was 
getting razzed by others on campus who thought the KISS 
Army was “childish.” | was having too much fun at the 
time, but | was starting to wonder if he was taking his 
college life too seriously, way too seriously. 

One evening, while. parading the Unknown 
Soldiers around town, Jay was able to go with us for some 
laughs. We stopped by the WTS to again “scare” them, 
but this time Dickerson’s wife, Trish, had come to the door 


very excited. She told us that KISS had heard about what 


we were doing and wanted to meet те. The concert was 
almost a sellout! | was stunned to the point that | had to 


. Sit down. KISS? Wanted to meet me? What would | say? 
Тһе whole idea behind the KISS Army wasn't the show, 


the costumes or the great concerts. It was about their 
music and getting them on the radio. It was a response to 
people who asked me if they were so great, why their 
songs weren't played on the radio. 

Оп ту 19" birthday, | borrowed mom's car and 
drove out to WPFR to do a Q/A about the band leading 


` up the show. | was "paid" five Dressed to Kill promotion 
discs of live material. Wow. By now it wasn’t uncommon - 


posters that the station had left lying around somewhere. 
The callers were great, and | had to refute such claims as 


. Gene having a cow's tongue grafted to his body and other 


nonsense, but it was for a good cause. When | got home, 
Frank Baum, one of the radio personalities from WPFR, 
had stopped by. | was to get a call from Mr. Allan. Miller, 


~ representing KISS from New York City. Miller was nice and 


sent me the latest promotional stuff he had on the band. | 
was unsure of his motives, but, what the hell, | wasn’t 
employed anywhere and with little direction. 

Miller and | talked daily, as he insisted | call him 
collect. He told me that the band was aware of my antics 


and that he wanted to set up a National KISS Army right 


here in Terre Haute. He asked me to get a post office box, 


` аз | was going to start receiving a ton of mail. He filled me 


in on what had happened to the band at Cadillac High in 


Michigan, and he wanted to create that same town- М 


hysteria in Terre Haute, with me being the point person. 
He asked me to find a marching band for the group’s 
airport arrival and to get them in KISS face paint as well. 
Most marching bands wanted comp tickets, so that was 


out of the question for a sold-out concert. One evening, 
Miller asked me and Jay to man the phones at WVTS 
and sign up as many fans as possible for the KISS 
mailing list. We recruited around 300 or 400 that 
Saturday night. ` 

November 21, 1975, could not have been any 
colder in Terre Haute forthose of us at the airport waiting 
for the band's arrival in their KISS jet. Around 200 or so 
fans would show up at the airport with both radio 
stations present, one live from the airport. Miller had 
arranged the U.S. Army to meet KISS, and we were 
going to have a jeep escort down Wabash Avenue to 
WVTS's radio station. WVTS provided a hearse, and my 
Unknown Soldiers rode in it as a diversion. Peter and 
Gene rode with Ed, doing an interview for his radio 
station, while Ace and Paul rode in another. Gene and 
Peter's car would eventually get a flat tire, and they'd 
have to transfer to another vehicle. It was starting to 
sleet, so the |еёр caravan downtown was kind of hurried 
and crazy. Probably not the parade Miller envisioned 
similar to Cadillac. We did get the State High Jazz band 
to play at the airport, which was fine, but | don't 
remember what they played if anything. ..but they were 

there. 

When we arrived at WVTS-Fm’s studio, it was a 
ranch home on the outskirts of town. KISS fans had 
surrounded the radio station, making it difficult to park 
their and get into the building. In the studio KISS played 
disc jockey. We'd heard Paul's voice in concert but were 
totally floored by Gene's disc jockey voice and Peter's 
Brooklyn accent. Wow. They put a hard hat on my head, 
and | posed for pictures with the band. KISS got the key 
to the city from the Mayor's Office, and some U.S. Army 
military brass spoke as well. Dickerson asked me to 
speak into the mike, and instead of thanking him for all 
that he helped accomplish, | went on a rant about how 
we feuded in the beginning and what was he going to 
say now that KISS was in the studio. 

J.R. Smalling, KISS’s road manager, asked me 
to call him at the hotel at 6:30. When | got home, he 
demanded that | round up as many women as | could. 
He didn't care if ! had to go up and down the street to 
do it. | couldn't get dates to any high school proms, and 
he puts me in charge of recruiting for KISS? | failed 
miserably, and one of the DJs from WVTS invited a 
sorority from St. Mary's of the Woods Catholic College. 
| think that was probably one of the few nights the band 
slept alone on any tour. No thanks to me. 

When | got to the Hulman Center, it was a 

tremendous sight to see that the show was a sellout. 
Previously only Elvis Presley had sold out last May. The 


acts that didn’t sell out the Center now 
line the halls of the Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame. Interesting. After Rush 
performed, | was called backstage by 
name, for what, | didn’t know. There are 
many things people must experience 
before they expire from this life. One of 
them is to be able to be backstage 
before a rock concert to feel the power 
of what it must be like and to hear the 
crowd shout your name right before 
you walk up onstage. | remember being 
Incredibly nervous standing next to 
Gene and Paul and doing a lousy job of 
creating small talk. Once the mirror 
balls started to spin, they left me for the 
stage. | met Bill Aucoin, and we sat on 
the anvil flight cases to the left of the 
stage and watched the entire show. 
Incredible! 

By the third encore, | was 
surprised when Paul called me to the 
stage to give me a plaque in 
appreciation for my efforts. You can’t 
imagine how | was feeling. Out there in 
the sell-out hometown crowd were 
some of the faces that nine months ago 
questioned me about KISS not being 
good enough to be played on the radio 
or disputed my claims of the band’s 
future greatness. Those same people 
were having the time of their life. Victory 
was mine. 

After the National KISS Army 
was given its “honorable discharge,” | 
started to see a new spirit of the KISS 
Army displayed іп fanzines and 
publications put out by regular. fans, 
much like what we did. Was it peer 
pressure? Were they outcasts? Were 
they being ostracized as well? Was it 
alienation? Who knows? Obviously, the 
need was there, as was the desire for 
KISS fans to connect, bond and unite 
about something that they still felt was 
relevant in their lives. | was fortunate 
enough to be sent some of these, and 
| always held onto them because | too 
felt connected with their love of KISS. 


— Bill Starkey 
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The KISS Army hos its own official news service, The KISS Army 
News, Through It, Heodquorters will give you the iotest bulletins 
оп oll vitol KISS oction, 
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GENE SIMMONS: KISS took it on 
ourselves to do our own fanzines, 
and those were the KISS Army 
newsletters. Back in the "705 there 
weren't many ways for KISS fans to 
get news about the band, so | 
helped create this newsletter to serve 
that purpose. This was pre-Internet, 
cable TV, and there was no texting. 
The relationship between us and the 
KISS fans became tighter. It was а 
community of KISS, a KISS culture. 


PAUL STANLEY: We certainly wanted 
to maintain our connection with our 
fans. We never thought there was 
anything corny about the term "fan 
club." Any way you get to align 
yourself to the people that have put 
you in this lofty position is a good 
thing. So while there were people 
who would snicker that we had a fan 
club and newsletters, it didn't take 
them long to see the up side of it. | 
think we did it for very valid and very 
pure reasons, and whatever it 
developed into for us and for other 
bands is the course of evolution. 
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ISS toured Australia from Novem- 
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2ke-up, masks, foll-covered boots, and, on Ihe more am. 

lous costumes made ol bottle caps! 

In cies whare concerts were lo lake piace outdoors. fans 
mped out at concert sites for up 10 a week hoping lo gal 
ats close! lo the stage KISS would magically transkorm 
lo a kaleidoscope о! sound end color 

Іп Sydney KISS was presented with the kay to the city by 
xd Mayor Douglas Sutherland This completes thair collec: 

n ol keys to ctlies from every continent. Fans stood outside 


the Town Hal! in the hot sun for hours, waring lor the band's 
promised appearance on the Hell's balcony 


ireeted lor hystena "We haver! seen the likes ol this since 
Beatlemania ', reported one Australien citizen. 

With everyone Ireaking out over KISS, secunty had 10 be 
pretty tight. Whenever the band Hew to anothe! Australian 
сиу, they tried to теке li under the cover ot night They were 
whisked through emergency gates at alrports lo avoid Ihe 
crowds ol lans ewailing their arrival Secret convoys 100% 
KISS from airports to hotels Tha convoys avoided crowds et 
hotel tront entrances by driving sireight to Ihe hotels under. 
ground parking areas From iha parking areas, KISS took 


oul make-up, bul KISS was 100 smart and 100 last for them 
АШ they got for their troubles were shots ot shadowy біш 
weering sunglasses. 


CUTS ANOTHER WINNE 


E heard beloio 15 doing the 


"IET" 
| 
| 
| 


KISS Is in the studio cutting an 
gonna be the most sen 
again (you'll rememb: 

У) and he and the band c 
5 development 


if the strains of 


tional 


song coming 


whispere 
?Don! Run 


hear a great gutar 
Naw Enes letting his drum 


Enc? Мћа a све: New KISS 
be blown away by this album 


following Иен November 1980 
led buckets of tears, but one 


rink Ihe water!” 
* 


ishow of his biung wit dunng a 
| The photogrepher wented 10 
ks KISS is famous for, but in 
[everyone heard fire engine s 
rt, leanag confiscation of his 
quickly When the firemen 

j) raincoats and rubber boots, 
ling around the coffee table 
to the firemen, looked up and 
в“ and remarked, "1 tove 


Ë 


О: What ara your boots mado of? 
Alejandro Olaz Pain Spe 

PAUL: They te leather boots, designed by me. 

lated by a prolessional into the teal thing 

Q: Do you really reed "16 Magezine"? 


GENE: Не wented to do some more solo stuff. v 
well end we know youre going to love Enc 
о: What is it like tounng wiih KISS? 

Скад Мета: 
PAUL: 15 а 01 of herd work But seeing all y 
there, clapping and dancing, makes II alt worthwt 
Q: Did you design your costumo and make-up с 
опе else? 

Jen Roberts 
ERIC; | came up with the idee, and Ihe guys hail 
suggestio 
Q: How come every уезі you change your costun 

"m 


ACE: Any longer than that and Ihey start to smell 


Lynnette Olaz 


Send Your Letters To: 
ASK KISS, KISS ARMY HEAQQUARTERS, Р.О. Box 640, Wastbury, New York, 11590 


KISS IN STUDIO FOR NEW ALBUM som | 


Enc as а welcome-to-the-group gift? A Porsche 924 Enc 
was ecstalic {who wouldn't бе?) but his reaction was 
KISS-typically humorous: ' Now, ed the drummer, 
only they'd aive me a space to park it in!” 


а: ts It true you hed а cow's longue sewed IO your 
Davo Ledpener 
GENE: No. | consulted a professional tonque-ste 


Q: О! all the places you've lived, which did you Кини 
No Name Рог Worth, TORAS 


——s — 一 


ACE: The planet | ust left 


ч жжжж 

ES AA REN 
P РОТ IS WAIT! FOR R ORDER! ater shortage In New York. 

THE SUPPLY DE! 15 ING FOR YOU! D Eos. aoe In NO ANNOUNCEMENT 


150 guilty filing up his Jacuzzi 
|ğ he solve the dilemma? "| filed 
fhe explained 


New Mamber of KISS Army 
—a baby дігі named Jenttee 
born to Pater and Debra Criss on Aprii 7, 1981. 


Send check or money ordar today to: 


KISS Army Supply Depot 


РО. Box 840 |. 4 -— — 
Westbury, New York 11590 | И тист e 
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Use coupon on reverse side. Atk ЖЖ 
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My brothers and | attended our first KISS concert 
іп 1977 (78 grade) at Kemper Arena in Kansas City, and 
it changed our lives. My father purchased fifth-row tickets, 
and we stood the whole show with many of our friends in 
the neighborhood at our side and my father sitting there, 
trying to read a newspaper amidst the flashing lights. 
Hundreds of frisbees filled the air, and the crowd was 
much older. These were the days when we bought our 
first albums primarily on 8-track tape. We would religiously 
take the public bus to the local mall several times a week 
to the Town Crier newsstand for updated nsn the 
flurry of rock magazines at the Нема of whici s still in 
the archives). Articles муе Ws ver ог 
delayed. We were so enth 9677 87: we 
yearned for more. 

My parents encourage в to sñ MAMA, and 
our mother came up with the ndi Y KISS’Un Jeráfouna. A 
classified advertisement for пет Ж was place f Ces 
magazine, a post office box зесиге ат И ек Н MO 


all over the world. We designe ^ ЯШ ОВ nes, | 


which were very popular at the time, ARICA ар = 
The Squire edited, laid-out and printe DA А Ја gk 
and white newsletters. The contest Wag ТІР with 
Ји Ayewings, photographs and fictional stores EA оу ing 
comic books submitted by the members MARE wold 
return’again for the Dynasty tour at Municipal њег ај ва. 
Such younger with parents in tow), ang se, за 
ПО гне Kansas City Star published a ори жәме! 
Metropolitan section story on us with a picture; нъ 
I СОТ with а!) the memorabilia. | recalved Я aly $ 
ndicule and. 4885]по in my highschool сабо un ав ihg 
Bean of ten were not KISS 1275, or did ойи tp 
Сари. Ate Чаувдатег after the show, | гесу aeter 
Hom Сезе Sitimens.encoura@ing в, and PO BALE а 
Special а вс “еселе thie п. Денег то» ani sume) 
Б 5 
227457771552 ШЕМ 92% 
of иш Ж That пае 
information, Wes КВ to releagng 
news. а 1 Wanted to „Жаг 
арош, ОУ: mock гео еге 
lia. Сул 458 o 
“лун д ЫТ мЙТопеу we , 
could eu lawns and 
Labysittinga ut, everything we 
Аы е” пав on. Most of the 
a matar, especially” posters, 
Вапе Все по from ads аа 
Site nt Y 
ышы al 0 05 


НЕВЕ 5 YOUR 
СНАМСЕ 


ANDY, CHRIS & JOE LEWELLEN, HALLOWEEN 1975 


school for tagid акма! was the 
number one polly We advertised a 
KISS Миѕеи ава еа the second 
floor of #6 all ІР a tour of our 
collection. Wé WOU Шөзе as KISS every Halloween. After 
the Райта ПЕ” Solo albums released, the news of KISS 
slowly 5095089 for а е; and | went to college, and other 
things filed the өспе Ие. My freshman year of college, the 
night оту fathers City council election victory party 
(асгоѕ Йе Street), we attended, at the Municipal, the 
Creatufféslof the Night-Tayr. To our surprise the crowd was 
зрага ме wem sh&cked to see Vinnie Vincent 
опе 96. Over the yeafS, even without makeup, we 
ай 668 every tour and never lost interest in a great 
сойсей: | 

fe Internet came along; and м 1996, it opened 
НЕ бог to communicating easily with other KISS fans 
Fold The world and trading goods. | still remember 
Шауа! of Souls was available for download prior to its 
Blase, and | patiently wait&d for hours with dial-up for 
Bach Song. MTV Unplugged and the announcement that 
МЕЗ п makeup would return sparked our interest once 
БЕРІП, and the Kansas City Star ran a follow-up story once 
again about our.passion for our idols on the cover of the 
Meiro section, in color. 

Since 1996, | have traveled all over the states, 
attending shows in Denver, Topeka, Wichita, Omaha and 
Atlanta twice, nine times in all —many more than when | 
Was president of the club. | have continued to collect, 
focusing on publications (posters, comic books, 
magazines, books, tour books, calendars, etc.), toys, 
games, and die-cast cars. 
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GENE SIMMONS: When you pick up a KISS 
fanzine it talks about the mystique, the 
music; the touring, and it's not always 
complimentary. It's also very individual. It's 
like America. Everybody loves America 
and everybody's got something to say 
about it, good or bad. You have the righ’ 
to do that. In the fanzines fans Поп 
fiercely with each other.about the various 
points they agree or disagree on. You're 
an Ace fan or a Peter fan or you complain 
that Gene's running around with groupies. 
KISS fans were peculiar from the 
beginning. Е was never about pure 1001 
worship. Somehow they felt it was “mine. 
a sense of possession. There was even 2 
sense of entitlement. They felt they had 
the right to voice their opinion, and the 
fanzines were a-voice. Ultimately whether 
you liked “Beth” of didn't like “All The 
Way" the fanzines had a point of view 
because they loved the band. | respeci 
that passion. Sometimes they might write 
a personal story about how they lost their 
father, and KISS's music helped pull them 
through a dark time. In a very real way we 
became a part of their lives and because 
of that they wanted to write about it. 
Some of the early KISS fanzines almost 
felt like personal diaries and journals. 


PAUL STANLEY: What they were writing 
about was an accurate representation of 
the people that were writing it. | don't 
want to do a disservice and compare 
what they were doing to the Internet but 
you can check the Internet, at any time, 
апа there's probably а handful of 
disgruntled fans who are much louder 
and more vocal than the ones who are 
enthralled with what's going on. | don't 
know if. the fanzines were a real 
barometer, but they certainly give you a 
window into what might be a typical fan. 
They certainly give you an insight into a 
fan or a group of fans. One of the great 
things about KISS and always has been, 
is we're great fodder for rumor and myth 
It's always interesting to pick something 
Up and read about yourself or about the 
band written in a way that seems to be 
from somebody who's on the inside and 
being on the inside you read it and it's 
beyorid absurd. The fanzines covered the 
news and also perhaps interpreted what 
they thought was going on.-It's a terrific 
reflection of how deep fan admiration and 
adulation can be. And on the other hand, 
| always believe if somebody loves 
everything you do how worthwhile is their 
opinion? So | always appreciated there 
were times where clearly some fans or à 
lot of fans didn't like something. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY SOLO ALBUMS 


Gene Simmons, Paul Stanley, Ace Frehley and 
Peter Criss made rock and roll history on September 
18,1978. KISS was the first (and still the only) band to 
simultaneously release solo albums. The result was 
a landmark effort that only KISS could achieve. The 
albums shipped platinum, which means four 
million records were sold upon release, and con- 
tinued to sell well after release. They are a must for 
all KISS collectors. 

PolyGram Records recently re-released the Solos 
on album, cassette and even compact disc. These 
albums reflect many different styles of music and 
can perhaps be the key to the individuality of each 
member. And being tne tenth anniversary of these 
masterpieces, KISS ALIVE wishes to say “Happy 
Ваау!“ 

Now, let's take a look down memory lane and 
review each of the four albums. 

Gene Simmons - This album is said to have 
everything but the kitchen sink, but offers a new 
level of musical insight to Gene’s personality. Gene 
recorded the disc in London, New York and Los 
Angeles, which was coproduced by longtime 
colleague, Sean Delaney. Gene plays guitaron the 
disc rather than bass, and is assisted by a cast of 
stars including Bob Seger, Helen Reddy and Cher. 
Gene shows his soft side in tunes like “See You 


Tonight,” “Man Of A Thousand Faces,” and "Mr. 
Make Believe.” It also contains a heartwarming ren- 
dition of "When You Wish Upon A Star,” which Gene 
declares is "the heaviest song ever written. It points 
out the big secret about life - that anybody can do 
anything. It doesn't matter who you are." Gene-as- 
KISS comes through in songs like “Radioactive,” 
"Living In Sin” and re-make of "See You In Your 
Dreams”. This CD is a true gem. 

Paul Stanley - Manyof the songs on this CD, such 
as "It's Allright,” "Move On” and “Wouldn't You Like 
to Know Me" could easily be adapted to the KISS 
show. However, Paul also enjoyed creating the 
а богп 5 soft sweet numbers like "Hold Me, Touch 
Me." "Take Me Away (Together As One), and "Ain't 
Quite Right". Paul's commitment to the album 
shines through in his intense vocals and skillful 
guitar leads, polished by his own producing talent 
(with a little help from Jeff Glixman). Guests who 
appeared on the CD include Bob Kulick and Car- 
mine Appice of King Kobra 

Ace Frehley - Spaceman reveals many talents 
on this compact disc. He does all the lead vocals 
and plays lead, rhythm, accoustic and bass guitar. 
He also handles some synthesizer. Ace stayed 
close to home while working on the record, record- 
ing ina Connecticut mansion stucio with longtime 


Happy Birthday Cont. from page 1 


fnend Eddie Kramer handling the producing. 
(Kramer produced Frehleys Comets debut al- 
bum.) The drummer for the disc wos nane-other 
than “like a brother” Anton Fig. Powerful trocks from 
start ta finish include “Rip It Out,” "Ozone" опа 
“What's On Your Mind?" Also feotured is Mrs. Асе 
Frehley an Speedin’ Back To My Baby " And the Tap 
40 Hit “New York Groove.” 

Peter Criss - Peter is extremely proud of his New 
York City origin and has incorporoted the town’s 
rhythm pulse into his Album's foundation. Eight of 
the ten tunes were written by Peter. One that was 
nat wos his own version of his rhythm 'n' blues 
influence of “Tassin' and от". Great ballods like 
"Eosy Thing” ond "| Can't Stop the Rain” bring emo- 
tion and power together in a clean, crisp sound 
And then there's “Hooked On Rock ‘N Roll, " on 
autiabiography of Peter's рге-К55 life. Peter recor- 
ded the album in Los Angeles where he warked an 
production with close friend Vini Poncio. Peter said 
“t's a greot. great feeling" ta see people smile 
when listening to his venture. 

Eoch individual disc campletely expresses the 
creatures own identity, but is still unmistokobly KISS. 
The success of the project wos unsurmauntoble. 
Your local record dealers ore selling the Solas an 
compact disc far oround $10.00. These campact 
discs ore о must far your KISS collectian! 
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6= KISS ДИМ 
== (USA) 1933-1994. 

The KISS Alive Fan Club began on February 1, 
1988. Two longtime KISS fans, Brad O’Connor and Doug 
Price, from Hagerstown, Maryland, put together the idea 
of an organization to thank the band and offer support in 
spreading the word of KISS throughout the world. Both 
Doug and | were members of the KISS Army in the "705. 
The KISS Army had a fan-club kit that comprised of 
newsletters, merchandise catalogs, membership cards 
and other materials. At the time, there were other fan 
organizations, but we wanted to revitalize the fan-club 
membership experience. So with KISS Alive being the 
most popular album from the band, we used the name to 
put together what we hoped would be the most popular 
fan club since the original KISS Army. 

On February 1, 1988, we had the opportunity to 
meet KISS before the show at the Capital Centre in Largo, 
Maryland. It was quite an interesting first impression Doug 
made on Gene Simmons, as he about hyperventilated 
when Gene popped his head out of the dressing room. 
Another friend of mine who went backstage with us took 
off his shoe to have Eric Carr sign it because he didn’t 
bring something to have autographed. 

But in that initial meeting, we had a chance to 
speak with Eric Carr and told him that we wanted to create 
a fan organization. He let us know how to contact their 
management office and get details on what we were 
allowed to do with the fan club. Eric was genuinely excited 
about our plans and that fueled our fire to get started. 


A few weeks later, | received a phone call at home 
from Chris Lendt. | really thought that | hit the big time, as 
someone whose name | remembered from the KISS 
records of the past was calling me to talk about our fan 
organization. We went through the details, invested our 
money in materials and advertising, and off we went. Our 
first attempt at gaining members came with block ads іп 
Circus magazine and Hit Parader. 

Members started coming in a month later. By the 
end of the year we had over 200 members. The youngest 
was eight, and the oldest was 72. Our peak membership 
was over 6000 KISS fans from the United States and 18 
other countries. 

In the fall of 1988, | met the new Product Manager 
for Mercury Records, John Mazzacco. We had a great 
meeting and began a partnership with Mercury, assisting 
on promotion efforts and sharing contact information with 
the record labels. Our first task was mobilizing the fan club 
membership to call MTV to request the brand-new songs 
on the Smashes Thrashes and Hits greatest hits 
compilation. It worked—the video for “Let's Put The X In 
Sex” was ahit on MTV. From that we put together strategy 
for future releases. The KISS Alive Fan Club membership 
was engaged and jumped into action. We also worked 
with Mercury and PolyGram Group Distribution to get 
materials out to local record stores. Through our efforts, 
record stores held contests, displayed materials and got 
people talking about KISS. 
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When Hot in the Shade was created and 
released, the KISS Alive Fan Club was the largest active 
KISS fan organization in the world. And this organization 
was mobilized. We were attending KISS conventions and 
shows, and sending out our newsletters all over the world. 
Some of our fan-club membership kit materials, including 
our bios and discographies, were used by the record label 
in their own publicity materials. Hot in the Shade featured 
a great song, “Forever,” that was destined to shine in the 
age of power ballads. We spent a lot of our time utilizing 
the fan club membership to assist with the promotion 
efforts of the album. We held a Hot in the Shade listening- 
party, inviting local fan club members. Eric Carr even called 
in to say hello. 

Z-100 was the most popular radio station in the 
country, but they would not play KISS records, no matter 
what. So | was asked to put together a small group to 
show up at the radio station to show support for the album 
and hopefully change the minds of the Z-100 program 
managers and have them start playing KISS records. We 
made some calls to local fan club members, contacted 
other KISS fan organizations in the area and organized the 
group. KISS was headed to Z-100 to do an interview 
about the new album, and they were greeted by our fan 
following when they showed up at the radio station, some 
were in KISS makeup, and some displayed handmade 
banners/ posters to show support. It was a motley group 
of leather-clad KISS fans, and it was a success. | had 
hoped to get 20-30 fans to come that evening, but it 
turned out to be closer to 80. The radio station was so 
concerned about the amount of people that they called 
the police for crowd control assistance. Gene got out of 
the limousine, and a guard started to escort him to the 
door, moving the crowd out of the way. Gene told him to 
wait saying, "These are my people. | want to say hello." 
He signed autographs for the crowd and thanked them for 
coming. Z-100 was impressed with the effort. They played 
the first single, “Hide Your Heart,” as a result of our visit. 
And that helped when "Forever" was released. 

“Forever” was a smash. It was at the top of the 
charts on MTV and was the first Billboard hit in over 10 
years. The KISS Alive Fan Club was an integral part of that 
success. We had our membership calling MTV each day 
and clogging up phone lines. We also had the membership 
in specific geographic markets calling the large radio 
stations requesting the tune each day. Our group's efforts 
were thanked several times by the band and the record 
label. | was having the time of my life. 

For. me, the fan club operation (and later KISS 
Central) was a full-time commitment in between college 
classes. My dorm room at.the University of Maryland was 
unique. It was a working office, complete with fax and 
multi-phone lines. | was working at the office in 
Hagerstown each day after class, and then returning to 
the dorm late at night. | had a conversation with the editor 
at Rock Scene magazine in early 1989. Initially, | called to 
inquire about advertising rates. The publisher had put out 
two KISS special magazines, so | was hoping to get an ad 


into the third. We spoke about the fan club, and she asked 
me to contribute some material to the next magazine. For 
the next three years, | wrote several articles and was an 
associate editor, helping organize the design layout and 
material for the KISS specials. Tempo Publishing’s KISS 
specials were their bestsellers. 

The KISS Alive Fan Club ran from 1988-1994. We 
had over 6000 members of all ages and from many 
countries. We got to meet many fans in this experience, 
and we are grateful to have had the opportunity to work 
so closely with the band. 

We all have heroes growing up. | got to meet and 
know mine. 


—Brad O’Connor 


E= KISS Central 


KISS decided in 1990 that they wanted a vehicle 
to send information to the growing number of 
organizations so that they could have direct contact with 
the band. KISS Central was born. Gilda Caserta was 
asked to lead the effort. Doug and | were asked to assist. 
| remember going to New York to review fan mail from 
KISS's New York post office box as one of our first tasks. 
KISS Central served as a valuable tool in getting consistent 
information to the fan organizations. 

| later took over the reins of KISS Central. It was 
a full-time gig for me. Information came directly from Gene 
and Paul, and | was able to share it with the many fan 
organizations around the world. | would have 
conversations with Gene several times throughout each 
week and would receive daily faxes. Through KISS Central, 
| was the main contact for these fan organizations. | 
scheduled interviews, set up backstage requests, handled 
autograph requests and put out several press releases. 

One of the many projects | organized for KISS 
was getting the Mayor of Baltimore to award the key to 
the city to the band on a club tour stop. | wrote a letter to 
the Mayor and explained how popular the band was in the 
state. The Mayor declared KISS Day and cited that letter | 
wrote him in his speech to the media. The whole event 
was great publicity for the band. My work with KISS 
Central connected directly to what | was doing with 
Mercury and with Tempo. | was able to use a common 
resource pool to help promote the band's activities. It also 
allowed the band to check the pulse of their fan base, 

KISS Central was the main information center for 
all the KISS fan organizations and served as a valuable 
communication tool for the band members to reach the 
fans. My time for running KISS Central concluded іп 1994. 
My final project was helping with the promotional efforts 
of the KISS My Ass album. lt was a great time for the 
whole ride, and | am left with so many fond memories. 


— Brad O’Connor 


Background Photo courtesy of Gene Simmons 
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| didn't set out to work on a KISS fanzine at 
all. In fact, it was probably the furthest thing from my 
mind when | first heard about the club starting in 
Australia. | was an avid reader of early '80s fanzines 
like Firehouse, among others, to get my KISS news 
but also relied on the rock magazines like Kerrang! 
and Circus. This is before the Internet made every 
snippet of news (no matter how insignificant) 
reportable instantly, which we take for granted today. 
There was a time when getting an update on the 
recording sessions for Creatures of the Night or 
finding out the set list for the first show of a KISS tour 
meant waiting weeks for reviews to hit mainstream 
magazines. It’s hard to imagine these days, but back 
in the "805, getting current news on KISS was not 
as easy as it seems. | remember reading a list of 
possible song titles for Animalize іп Kerrang!, when 
they ran with a studio update, and spending time 
wondering how those songs would sound when the 
album eventually came out. 

| first became a fan of KISS in 1978, 
introduced to the band by a neighbor as an eight 
year old. The next year KISS were all over radio 
and TV with the smash hits “| Was Made for Lovin’ 
You,” and in 1980 no other band existed in this 
country other than KISS. | remember seeing the 
video clip for “| Want You” on a Christmas Appeal 
on TV when someone pledged money, provided 
the station showed a KISS clip, and | was 
mesmerized with the band and Paul playing his "76 
white Gibson Explorer. | wanted to do the same 
thing, and funnily enough, the first guitar | had was 
an Explorer copy (couldn't afford a real one!).... 

Fast forward to the mid "805 and KISS 
were now Paul Stanley, Gene Simmons, Eric Carr 
and Bruce Kulick. Whilst KISS were on a creative 
roll and very active on the album -tour-album cycle 
throughout the "805 in Australia, outside of the 
obligatory review on a new release, there weren’t 
any tours to warrant any other news stories or 
coverage. We had to rely on weekly music TV 
shows to see new clips, and without MTV, we 
didn’t have Paul hosting Christmas specials or 
updates from Gene’s movie set. 

Being a KISS fan in Australia in the mid- 
"805 was frustrating enough in that we weren't able 
to see the band live, but we were also denied 
information for the most part and those of us who 
cared enough had to rely on a network of fanzines 
and overseas magazines to really keep up with 
what was going on in Kissworld. We а! spent a lot 
of money on trashy magazines and postage in 
those days! 

When Crazy Knights started in 1988 off 
the back of the first Top 20 KISS album in a while 


in Australia, there was a renewed interest in the band 
outside the converted. | joined the club, and when | was 
contacted by Kathy Kapralos (who was the true heart and 
soul of the club) to see what | thought of it, | said that | 
thought that the newsletter should have a lot more news 
in it. Unperturbed, Kathy challenged me to write the next 
issue, which | promptly did and that ended up starting nine 
years of editorial work on a KISS fanzine. | really didn't 
know what | was getting into.... 

The first thing | suggested was copying a trend | 
had seen in some fanzines that | subscribed to in the U.S., 
where the band would fill out questionnaires. Kathy said 
sure and promptly gave me the band’s U.S. office address. 
At the time | was quite shocked to be given addresses and 
phone numbers, and | really didn’t know if | would ever 
hear anything back, but it was worth a shot. You can 
imagine my surprise when | got home from university one 
day, and in my letterbox was a large yellow envelope with 
a KISS logo on the address label! On the front was 
handwriting | instantly recognized to be Eric Carr’s, who 
along with Paul was my favorite member in the band 
throughout the '80s. 

| remember being nervous opening it! | really 
should have known not to be, as Eric was so in touch with 
the fans and such a gentleman, how could | expect 
anything less? To his credit, not only did he fill out his 
questionnaire with some thoughtful answers, he added a 
small note that if we ever needed anything from him, just 
let him know, and he would do his best to help our 
fledgling club out. We had our first scoop, and almost 
within days of issuing our first decent newsletter (4 times 
a year) more envelopes arrived from Paul, Gene and 
Bruce. We were all amazed that these icons of rock and 
roll were personally in touch with us. It was surreal. In a 
short time we amassed many of these “interviews” and 
around the time of the recording of Hot in the Shade, 
things took a step forward with Crazy Knights being 
offered phone interviews with the band members. Kathy 
and | both interviewed all of the members, recording the 
interviews to transcribe later and did our best to avoid the 
questions that at the time were frustrating the band, like 
“will you ever put the makeup back on,” or “do you ever 
think you will play with Ace and Peter again,” which at the 
time seemed impossible and unnecessary—the band 
were still recording and touring, and in our opinion, doing 
us proud as fans. Eric and Bruce had endeared 
themselves to the fans—how could we even suggest they 
be sidelined? 

The album came out, and | wondered why | 
started getting letters addressed to KISS at home—then | 
realized that the Australian vinyl pressing had my home 
address on the back cover as the contact for the band! 
Yes, bags of mail sometimes were delivered.... | don’t live 
there anymore.... 
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One thing the club did was to start 


petitions nationally with our various local 
representatives. interstate, and we made regular 


presentations to promoters; music TV shows, 


radio hosts and did all we could to promote the 
band—our goal wasto get KISS back to Australia 
for the first time. since 1980. We eventually 


achieved that goal seven ah later hut it ` а. 


lot of work. ;, 
| The Bs was КЕ іп Ба Жер the 
printing costs went over what we could айога, or 


the postage exceeded the funds we had, and we. 


covered these costs ourselves, We: believed іп it 
though. | had saved my money over the course of 


the year and was determined to see KISS live іп: 


the U.S. on the HITS tour and arranged to make 
the trek for shows on the East Coast of the U. 5. 

including shows in New York and New Jersey. 
Around this time, Gene had become very aware. of 
the .now- -flourishing ` number of fanzines in 


circulation and engaged Gilda Caserta to become. 


a point of contact and gateway to the band. It was 
what he was calling the United Nations of KISS. 


This formality came together at a function after the. 
band' s sell-out show at Meadowlands in New. 
Jersey, where we saw Kiss blow the house down: 


after-a set that gave everyone: chills as the KISS 
logo. began to rise Рива те епсоге оғ Want 
YOUR е de 

“At this ЕТ? it pm s every aiite 


that existed. around the. world was there— апа. 
there were probably close to. 100 in those days— ` 
and we were able to put faces to names and swap > 


contact details for that inevitable “scoop.” It Says 


a lot about KISS fans that at the. meeting. there _ 
were lots of people who spoke. another language 


other than: English, and there were some who had 
only been fans for a short period of time and 
others for more than a decade, but there was no 
denying that KISS and their music first and 
foremost: transcended oceans and generations. 


Most importantly, on this trip. Т got to meet.the | 
band for the first time, and | was as nervous as |. 
сап recall ever being. When | was introduced to . 


Gene firstly, he greeted me like he knew те and 
seemed genuinely grateful for what we were 
doing: He mentioned stories we:had run with and 
again reminded me if we needed signed photos 
for giveaways or an extra interview we were always 
welcome. Paul introduced me to their security 
manager, who was also Australian, And, of course, 
ту treasured memories of Eric Carr included 


4'^ of July, when the qe іп Connecticut had 


been cancelled due to а car accident that Paul - 


suffered, and getting to meet one of the most 
incredible drummers and supporters of our club. 


Background photo courtesy of Gene Simmons 


Егіс was extraordinary. We forwarded letters 
from fans to all the members on a regular 
basis. Eric didn’t just reply, he wrote 
LETTERS, often going more than a page, 
particularly when it was a sick fan. He 
showed a humanity and genuine delight to 
be in KISS and love of his fans. | even spoke 
with him two days after his heart surgery 
from his hospital bed, and his humor and 
spirit never left him. In July he spoke proudly 
about recording the backing vocals for “God 
Gave Rock and Roll to You” and shooting 
the video. His enthusiasm never waned, 
even when acknowledging that he didn’t 
play drums on that track. He was incredible, 
and having met him and worked with him 
through the club was one of the memories | 
will treasure. Even as late as September 
1991, in his fight against the cancers, he 
called to give an update and reiterated his 
determination to be back behind the kit as 
soon as possible. 

Upon his passing and Eric Singer's 
joining of the band, the fan club/fanzine 
relationships between the band remained 
strong, and Eric did a phone-around to 
introduce himself to everyone, and even 
though he had experienced the fanzine 
world when playing as part of Paul’s solo 
band a couple of years earlier, he really was 
quite shocked at how we fans had 
researched his musical bloodlines. 

With the focus on a new KISS 
album, Revenge, Crazy Knights decided 
enough was enough, and we promoted 
nationwide album launches, which featured a 
tribute band, a personal phone call from 
Gene to the venue to take fan questions live, 
and of course the Revenge album in its 
entirety played over the PA for the first time, 
a week before it was released. Remember, 
this is again before the Internet and leaks 
and samples.... 

We packed clubs all over the 
country and held our breath for the first week 
chart entry—we hit Number 5. First aloum to 
go top 10 since Unmasked (The Elder just 
missed out coming in at Number 11) in 
1980. “God Gave Rock and Roll to You” 
became a smash single and radio hit, and 
KISS were back on the agenda in Australia 
once again in a big way. Paul and Gene both 
sent letters of thanks to the club for its efforts 
and set off in its U.S. Revenge Tour. At this 
time | started to receive phone calls from one 
of the major promoters in Australia, one of 
several we were regularly annoying with calls 


and letters demanding that KISS tour Australia. It very nearly 
happened in 1993 and almost happened in 1994, when there were 
genuine enquiries regarding KISS to play the Adelaide Formula One 
Grand Prix.... It finally happened in June 1994 with a phone call... 
| Michael Chugg from Frontier Touring Company called me in 

June 1994. | had been working in the arena in Adelaide for three 
years,and he called to tell me that after a couple of false starts, KISS 
was definitely going to come out in Jan/Feb 1995. |, of course, 
couldn't publish any of the news in the fanzine at the time, but | set 
about working on ensuring the club members had ticket allocations 
and “meet and greet” opportunities. A couple of weeks later Gene 
called me and asked me to help him organize the Official KISS 
Conventions and be their Australian Tour Manager. | was going on the 
road with the band.... After seven years of campaigning (begging), 
we finally were faced with the reality that KISS were coming back, and 
we knew that the club and the other Australian fanzines had a lot to 
do with that. Gene and Paul made no secret of that in their interviews. 
Upon accepting the job, daily faxes (yes pre-email!) and calls became 
the norm and getting the “while you were out” phone messages from 
reception saying, please call Gene Simmons became almost 
anticipated. Gene introduced me to Tommy Thayer as his 
representative, and Tommy and | communicated regularly, preparing 
the Conventions, which were growing in scale daily. The tour went on 
sale, second shows were added and single-night stands sold out. 
The Conventions sold out in a day nationally, and we knew that our 
belligerent pestering was worth it and justified—KISS were going to 
be greeted in sold-out arenas, and the promoters were going to do 
well out of it—which meant they would be back again. 

My recollections of the Conventions are probably my favorite 
KISS memories. Being able to arrange members to meet the band, 
see our members in the first fifteen rows on the floor at the shows 
made it all worth it. In my opinion KISS in 1995 played the best set 
list of their career, played the best, and hit that stage with an energy 
and attitude | have never seen them top before or since. In 1995, | 
saw the best rock show of my life—KISS. 

The Conventions were quite amazing. When we landed in 
Perth, Tommy and | had to arrange many things, and dressing the 
mannequins was just one early job. | remember Tommy's eyes lighting 
up when he showed me some real vintage pieces of gear or costumes 
as we unwrapped them carefully. When the band came down from 
their rooms to prepare for the Q&A and Unplugged performances, | 
saw a side to the band few see. Paul asked me to introduce the band, 
and they would walk out and start. Tommy would have one side of 
the room and me the other. There was to be NO censoring of 
questions; whatever the fans wanted to ask or say was fair game (and 
the band handled those touchy ones with aplomb). When they took 
a short break for the unplugged, | was horrified when Paul turned to 
the other guys with pen in hand and said, “What shall we play?” He 
Started to write out, | would say, 10 songs, but what actually got 
performed would have been more like 20 with a bunch of snippets 
and grabs thrown in on top. | had NO idea that the band would 
perform as long as they did and as casually as they did. It showed 
just HOW strong the band was musically at that time. The band had 
a ball, and after the set, prior to heading back out for the signing 
session, they were all hyped and discussing songs they DEFINITELY 
wanted to play at the next Convention. They truly loved it, and 
everyone in that audience knew it. The signing sessions were always 


hard to manage with 1000 people, but the band always 
stayed till the end. 

During the course of the Conventions, | set up 
drum and guitar clinics for Eric and Bruce respectively, and 
this helped set up a solid friendship with the two of them, 
which І have enjoyed to this day, regularly bringing them 
both out to Australia for shows since. | was also asked to 
write the tour book text and supply clippings from 1980 
for it, which was quite a thrill. 

So after the 1995 tour ended, we felt that Crazy 
Knights had reached its zenith. We weren't sure how we 
could improve things, but as KISS continued on their 
Convention tour in the U.S., and rumors of an MTV 
Unplugged reuniting the original band members with the 
current line-up hit, times were also changing for fanzines 
around the world. 

Cue the Internet.... There were a handful of KISS 
sites and very slow dial-up to contend with, but what it did 
was Create a situation whereby information and rumors of 
an impending Grammy Awards show appearance were 
leaking, and it was INSTANT! If you were a KISS fan and 
had access to the Net, you didn’t need to wait 8-12 weeks 
to get your information anymore, and that changed 
everything for us. 

KISS were in the studio recording Carnival of 
Souls and were still very much in touch but very protective 
of the rumored reunion. It was the first time we weren't 
getting answers! Eventually when the reunion became 
public, we found that the print format couldn’t get the 
news out quickly enough, and that we were fast being left 
behind. The Internet wasn’t strongly used at that point, so 
we served a purpose still for the majority, but it was clear 
that our days were numbered. ... 

Like the passing of Eric Carr, the news of Bruce 
and Eric leaving the band were very sad moments. 
Personally for me, KISS were always about the music. 
Even when | was a fan in the 7061 didn’t care about the 
makeup, and | didn’t care in "83 when it came off. And | 
stuck by them through all of the upheavals the "805 
brought with them. | was happy to see the reunion, but | 
always hoped it would revert back to the 1991-1996 
lineup, and a leaked copy of Carnival of Souls confirmed 
to me that KISS were still musically capable and growing 
and surprising us. 

Another KISS tour in early 1997 again brought 
about exclusives for our members, and Paul and Gene 
were very happy to accommodate the fanzine. When we 
got to see each other again, it was wonderful to see 
them, but it was also bittersweet because two of the 
guys we had such an amazing time with in 1995 weren't 
there with them. 
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By the time 1998 hit, we found that we were 
relying on the Internet as much as our correspondents 
for content, and work commitments were making it 
harder and harder to keep the fanzine up to the standard 
we had set. We reached the decision to close it down, 
and it brought mixed emotions. There was relief from 
trying to juggle so many aspects of it, but also a sadness 
of letting something go that really took over our lives for 
such a long time. 

But we achieved everything we set out to do— 
get KISS back on the charts, into the mainstream and 
back on our stages in arenas around the country. Australia 
had become ambivalent with Kiss in the late '80s, and we 
changed all that. We couldn't ask anymore. 

Since the fan club, | have remained involved with 
KISS from time to time, writing the tour-book text for the 
KISS Symphony, compiling news articles and stories from 
all of KISS's Australian tours for tour books, launching 
Paul's 2007 solo tour and then being asked to open for 
him with my band, to also being guitarist for Bruce Kulick's 
solo band and promoting Eric Singer and Friends shows 
on a semi-regular basis. Bruce even played on my band's 
most recent CD and is someone that | count as a true 
friend. When | think about being an eight year old listening 
to their records and seeing the band on television for the 
first time, | marvel at how | ended up 32 years later with 
these wonderful experiences — and it was all due to a little 
Australian fanzine called Crazy Knights. | have to 
acknowledge the great work of Kathy Karpalos and 
Brenton Cannizzaro, without whom we could not have 
produced the magazine nor serviced our members the 
personal way we did. os 

— Paul Drennan 


Photo courtesy of Gene Simmons 
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GENE SIMMONS: | used to read some of the rock and roll fanzines like Crawdaddy! and Bomp. In the 
beginning of the '70s music magazines were very important. There were tons of rock magazines like 
Rolling Stone, Circus Raves, Creem, and Hit Parader. Rolling Stone never paid attention to a band 
like KISS. When Led Zeppelin came out they referred to them as the "limp blimp," and they continue 
not to pay attention to bands like that. It seemed if you were exciting and visual and charismatic they 
ignored you. But if you looked like bums or hippies you were on the front cover. Circus, Creem and 
Rock Scene were friendly to KISS. Creem was closer to a fanzine, and a very important writer named 
Lester Bangs was involved with that magazine. What the media had to say about rock bands, 
especially KISS, was very limited. KISS fans were hungry for any tidbit about the band. 


PAUL STANLEY: At the end of the day the fanzines came about because we never garnered the respect 
or coverage from the press that other bands that were nowhere near our level of fame got. The fans 
wanted to write the articles that they never saw. They wanted to record the news that they thought 
was lacking in national publications. 
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GENE SIMMONS: Somehow out of that came this notion from the fans that if it’s not out there, create it - 

yourself. Right around '76 the KISS fanzines started coming. Around that era the artwork and design PL. d 
was pretty crude but you felt the passion, The relationship our fans have with us is not just idolatry. 
It's fiercely loyal. These are people who named their kids after our songs and tattooed our faces on 


their bodies. That's a lifetime of commitment. Once you became a KISS fan it was some kind of a || NC K 
calling. It didn't just mean you'd listen to the music and go to the concerts. They took it to a new level COME 
and dressed like us, tattooed their bodies with our faces and started their own tribute bands. There's j En 
always been a great level of commitment the fans have felt towards the band and that’s extendedto | | <-> 


the fanzines. lt exceeds any band that | know. They want to express their | joy and love of the band 
and were able to do it in their own fanzines. 
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Му first taste of KISS was when my 
sister bought Unmasked in 1980, and the cover 
was 50 great and interesting that | just had to 
put on the record and listen to the band. The 
first song was “Is That You?” and after that | 
was sold on KISS. That song is still one of my 
favorites. Two years later | owned all of the KISS 
records, and | started to collect everything that 
| could find on the band. On the 20" of 
November, 1983, | saw KISS live for the first 
time in Malmoe, Sweden, and for a twelve-year- 
old boy it was an experience of a lifetime. You 
cant compare any other bands with KISS live 
as they always deliver the best and give the 
fans the extras that nobody else does. Гуе seen 
KISS 122 times all over the world, and the band 
has never let me down. Through the years I've 
met all the members at hotels, backstage and 
at KISS Expos, and they always treat their fans 
with respect. That's why they're still on top after 
more than 35 years. 

KISS Army Sweden was started in 
1988 by Michael Lindborg, just after KISS had 
been in Europe and Sweden on their Crazy 
Nights tour. Michael put out three fanzines with 
KISS before it was time for another big KISS 
fan, Johan Kihlberg, to take over the fan club. 
Johan brought some great people with him to 
help him out, and they did put out three issues 
of KISS Army Sweden Magazine in the early 
'90s in b/w. In February 1996, KISS Army 
Sweden changed the name of their magazine 
to Destroyer. With the designer Marko 
Rouvinen, the magazine received the lift it 
needed with great layout and a color cover. 
KISS put on their makeup at the same time, 
and KISS hysteria was back in 


Sweden again. In the following years Destroyer was filled de. 
with reports from tours around the world, great articles and- | 
photos, and its members wére now a few hundred. Also a ` 
lot of KISS Expos and parties were organized at this time 
by the fan club with and without special guests. In early 
1999, Johan decided that he didn't have the time it takes . 
to run a fanzine, so issue number 5, which came out in 
March 1999, was his last as president of KISS Army 
Sweden. Stefan Lundstrom took over and came onboard 


‚ at а great time when the Internet was new, and KISS Army 


Sweden also unveiled their Web site for the first time. All 
the news that you had to wait for and read in the next 
fanzine could be found online, but that didn’t stop 
Destroyer! | 
| KISS Army Sweden did some tours with Union 
and Glamnation in Sweden and Norway around 1999- 
2000 and a few KISS Expos as well, but the magazine 
started to die, and in the summer of 2003 there hadnt 
been any new issues of Destroyer in over two years. Once 
again it was time for changes if Destroyer was to exist, so 
Stefan asked me to take over, which had always been a 
dream. I'd been helping so many KISS fanzines with 
articles, reports and photos through the years. | really 
wanted to work on my own fanzine and make the best 
KISS fanzine ever seen out there! So | said yes and 
brought some great people with me, and we finished 
Destroyer number 9, which came out in the summer of 
2003. So in seven years only nine issues of Destroyer were 
published. That was the first thing to change, and today 
it's coming out three times per year, and with the growing 
members. we have gone from a b/w magazine with color 
cover and 20 pages to a 36-page magazine in full color. 
Today we have around 900 members in the whole 
of Scandinavia, as most people in Norway, Denmark and 
parts of Finland understand the Swedish text. | have 
created the fanzine that | always wanted to read myself 
when | was a member of different fan 
clubs. We are mixing everything 
about KISS: new stories, old stories, 
articles about vinyl, merchandise, ex- 
members, interviews with members, 
articles about people who have been 
working for KISS, fan stories, etc. If it 
hadn been for all the great people 
who have helped us out through the 
years, Destroyer would not exist 
today. | won’t name any of you, but 
you know who you are, and with all 
the passion and love we have for 
KISS, the Destroyer fanzine will be 
around for many years. 


—Niklas Olsson 


OPTS AN 


ACE SISTA DAGAR MED KISS € BILL STARKEY е TOMMY THAYER 


PIT КІШ 
к 


"MIL e 9 vit 


Pav nati 


n pem ам (йе for 


ук 


а плави. 
p và her rar vid mn 


ТАУЫ 


ий basta, va 
y 


уба CASS: 


бепе Simmons uch bakom ayggen pá 
Givarahda Dindompisar Ћана размирен! 

ar med trummsar eftersom de inte tyckte ад 
doras dávarando band Нод mittet. 

Paul och ‘Gata läste an aonons | Во 
Stone [núqustl 32-utglvan 1972) Wien inte 
alls tren tenton "Сутте Wiig to do 
antyhing 10 make if” vilkat flertatet medem 
mar avad i біз dr, Texten sšg exakt ur som 
ofer: "ЕХРО; ROCK & rolt dummer looking 


loc orig. gro. goig soft & hard muet; Poter- 
Brookin. 


сж. 
En lolelonintengji' melan Gene och Poler 
fir Peter bland amat fick svára ра frügoc om. 


men gick Куз! bi Paul och Gene 
5% ul som tv losar medan Pelos 
кай Фо sayogi eter basta (Огт, 

‘var Lydia som sade tif honon “du; Jog 
evar de (ir th" och pekade åt deras 
gen pick inte vidaro bra, vi 
ler ekyfide ра tünimorna etori << 

elo pü Tony далеког. (Wicked Lester} 
Маале ай provipeining tog plats. 
г tog med 30 sin» бора tumor 
lung pick БН battre, Pelar lick 
Ett en höst amocktult mod пере бо“ 
n DUAN 


ch Ерік Records 
sitat mr november hada bandet, 
10 kallada sig Wicked Lester 
V, kat Ері; Records represen 
iis Геп audition dir de skue 
теледі, Dat var urter Don Eis 
¡som Wicked Lester Watt skivkon- 
Ху jn sin: hittfls-osilippta shiva 
зла var pa derma sent 
дедік; ång өсін Don Ella 
dei var kanonbra, men etter 
уйла! med att Pat Kos 
ú Giver кан ог 1 e 
боп Elka Бага spektsidet i 
ut mod order, "Vnd батмаг 


var доба, sivan hule alj- 
Appas Ой var stans für 
¡a destárado sig Kran 
тізгіні: уй: 096108 | 

ог ay The Vilage Voice. 
lag guitarist wanted with 

e fick eit bg med evar рї 
огереіг ngsdagae HO 

de var Robert: "Bor" 
Duden. jobbet mensom 


за ілі име 
үшү. Shránoma dr 


minga 7T wl tom hande Vid man pro 
spoining Inidusivs Бәле upptrikiande 1 và 
odiado skor, det-har Hock pitt asies 
Mx ning àr sedan Gass och fügtoríenns har 
At ati ерді Пу Varfüc det Шр! att la 
veta чак soin ir abor.oc Vad som d РИЙ, 
ch скоро, 

Faktum ñr dock tit Рай Futticy lick göra en 
provepeining t cherswn den andre Рад 
Bani fuge за Меантей 4 роф, 
тай j mitten eler sklet av december var 
Рай Frehley, nu kalad МО sit anamamt 
ACE Ter wt urayka күті, ea modem aw 
order уйга nani nu 00592 АИ f 


Көз На det gick Wi Миз ot ж 
тайпа skrünor om, enfigt vissa sat bandet: 
anı thd som Paul Кол och кышда namo cû 
veranda, enligt ande vor del kino på iottel 
de watt och spånade, 
Jag ur en kort paus Ше Ку att furor Mo 

Hitt har Whe snubbar gum spel мис 
eklaktiskt misit (Wicked Laster, эл punis 


10 DESTROYER #18 


på fin 


neta kala (OI 19 


зако 30 


Майа hind fürs dt лї! 
xung att берема еше Дуће 

ы 

“Dun 10 augur 1073 реба Kas dn 000 

ки укрие Кома, куки, pl summe 

Зак. dort fera. Hole! Diploma, med 

š Кашаљ, och förhoppningar, 

En | bn. Gano hade 


$ и bend 
fr 


deis amu Wied Lisier ела) steh, Mina уал 
ну эйи "Лар Hr Of hur e Wd se 1 


ебі до kis- pada ingen haft demi "ki RET sos 
ash, odan blot wa пар те Dich ра er 


Затри Type“ Ші nûr бей biry К 
3073. get ett Tora ar 
бим аби Ma Go, нос 
бойо кош Honec Тш 
т sent 1874, so š 
кейшг son Мий x be. nia d 
жол gir (гіп өл Ракумутади: 
щй dib hallas "Lat Ма Qo, Roch п ВБ, 
Вер і 
n vere етй уж 
мік januar! och din T ік. 
Итай уі көм sal per Wal Vicar vii we: 
parans siqa att ingen gv ком 
rado 90008 publtomaelgt 
The Dalay 
kin ra solle за Ker up ван 
х илла. RA да 1 AYO, 1: 
haie The Daisy och bani гд 
72 vf or tinet, ӨЙ ВАЗА тези ал. 
on Won con dir han kunda ppc. 
vor bu тда demeter 109 m 
A ВА еко De wt (уга. 
жук. 


3usy Bey Kiss timet (б MI tao 


; kanka fór att tf ВОЗ. sh 


ap hama te Toll kanake tr " 


cen le 


ixi Мір gh 


1 тұз 19 


gi bul rod ifo Қап idée od 


hor рубин, Ml: ЯН. бокс 


ше” дй Wa" OX Ge! ос 


Ж 025507 (АЙ Gyrinjersngan МУ 
sem фа эол фо бгр: 


«АШУ Foe ЕУ 


Mah бай ААЛ Їй іні ver ett Souk 
кїй hana dida, төл B4 var rotten да. 
ma elas mindro ФУД om aft har bk! 
је колга [R budol өй kortrakt genom diy 
жалил, Vikat band uia зола kul, 


За адо nd 1 Бол ау ул Кал? Dok 


тб. hómbog! dag tror эбет del vir at 


жеуді Og M lune Ië so meom 
meras Meroends 14 Ksa maior, eius 
жей іш git hen choc, 
"Madan BN joobads på att orina кук 
apelada Kiss vira på The Daley, 17, 18,24 


nio. ivun minari, En hg med MS o: 
aer, доқ Virgini rr mana B0 dit; satiy) 7 
пласта Dppntt | bajar ma iW sa ë < 


fett slags Звод + ий med 744 
Қаю Ste qal] dir | sue Under 90, 
fut Ба комока en gamie beant Ней: 
logar? som vet startar ett iret Муй Ni- 
"ак Cosablisica Records, Net nade dven èn 

(кия Wed пат Kan Kemer; 
~ Jg jobbade та den tidan som Sobat 
‘produce 


‘och 28 ай-й la ett mer ochir Е + 


фра] Kas, бой 2: ait! ooh deri Í sapio. 
ba 0061000 só Көн 00 Covtniy kuyt. Avon. 
den 2 епитет ШУ nied pl титр 
Td с ngon clearing tv del ДИМ To! 
ЕУ at ТОН 


иа üo vorn } “1190-000. Years" den 
Je, 
M plc ni 1174 onn олло Burr d 


KISS ARMY SWEDEN. 9 


паида облиа Фа iuto, Den veta ope! 
тілдеп jag паллет Or koneerten Ку epecie- 
Тирол шет рі Fillmore East din 8 jar 

ай. Юм nade пуп Filmore veckan npa dr 
#1 пре diy och del ver under dancin vecka 


Sound, Ойу ds dat ли üpo МА oes DIN 26 14 
Wi dessa рокот, Ja på grångon UM ріл» 


t v Попот, Lychiqiria fick Non honos alt 
@ al ту timda och bo де Влай on 
зем. ТЕК om hon oW Ті ЭЧӘ, 
Foot: Гаеп titi Kan Kerner homer Кіп 
10 ivit тийп vu јад (0290 mes honon 
t ший! 2008. 


Alex бег боһ! 
парне. 
к» Ату еден 


LLL SWEDEN “ 


култ 


USA Album inserts 


LOVE GUN MERCHANDISE LIST BACK 
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KISS Fan Club Japan started in August 1980, and we 
issued our first fanzine called L.A in December of the same year. 
Then, after putting out Vol.161 in October 2007, the supervisor of 
the fan club retired, so we changed the name of the fanzine to 
Sakebi, which means “Shout” in Japanese, and just started from 
the first volume. (The jacket of the Hotter Then Hell album has the 
Japanese words “Jigokuno Sakebi,” which means “Shout from the 
Hell.”) The new fanzine is a quarterly magazine. And besides that, 
we issue a newsletter four times a year. 

| live in the city of Kanazawa, which is located hundreds 
of miles away from Tokyo. KISS did a show in 2004 in this city. 
When | was thirteen years old, | saw a poster on the wall of my 
cousin’s room, which was my first sight of KISS. She 
recommended that | listen to Destroyer. But | got my impression 
only on “Detroit Rock City.” | thought the song was cool, but not 
enough to like the band very much at that moment. Then when | 
was fifteen, | bought The Originals Il with my pocket money. It was 
my first KISS album. Since then, I started to listen to KISS. At that 
time, | liked the songs, "Detroit Rock City" and “Shout It Out Loud” 
from Destroyer, “Take Ме” and “Hard Luck Woman" from Rock 
and Roll Over, and se 

“| Stole Your Love” from Love Gun. Then | became mad N 
about KISS when the solo albums came out. My four friends and ша 
| bought each member’s albums, and lent and borrowed mutually 
from each other. | bought Ace’s, but | liked Paul’s the most. After _ 
Dynasty was released, KISS lost its popularity in Japan. 
The fans had left the band. Most of my 
friends weren't the exception. Yet for me, this 
is the point when | became a real member of 
the KISS ARMY. 

| bought the single record “The | : > he | 2,208 1 
Oath/Escape from the Island” in January 1982, ш УРА Вст. een DERE 
and ! saw a bulletin inside the booklet saying фа сыс s y т. Pea Ape О 
*Join KISS FAN CLUB JAPAN" so I did. When 
| read the fanzine L.F, | was surprised and felt 
great because | knew there were still a lot of 
KISS fans around Japan. But | was dissatisfied | . aes : 3 °” 
with its contents and lack of articles. From then E pet = eee 
on, | wanted to become а staff member of the fan ` m : a : 
club and make the fanzine better and larger. And 
if that came true, I thought other fans would want 
to read it too. At the same time, | was purposed 
to go to one of the universities in Tokyo, so I sent 
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GENE SIMMONS: Above and beyond all the fanzines one stands out, even though there's been some phenomenal ones around 
the world—the ones done in Holland, England, Canada, South America and, of course America were just great. But you have to give 
an A+ to the Japanese. They do almost anything better than we do. When they love something they take it to the extreme. The KISS 
fanzine L.F. was published every month for almost 30 years since 1980. It was packed with minutiae, and even if you don't read 
Japanese, the artwork and cartoons and depth defied logic. Nobody else has had a fanzine for almost 30 years without missing an 
issue, and the quality has been consistently phenomenal. 


Slater 16 Ше Ten club, а? ово main се wee к, Tokyo of that tinis, XC apply dar tie g aff COSI t Five ladies ran the 
fan club, and they welcomed me as the first male staff member on August 3, 1983. | still clearly remem iber thar | пай 
nixed feelings of happiness and sadness, because the news that Ace had left the band.was announced on the very 


fanzine. Now the main office is located in Kanazawa City, and | want to do the fanzine for as long as сад. 

| have two memorable KISS experiences Га like to share.... | went to see ‘the Asylum tour in ПИ Swi 
members of the fan club. That was my first KISS show, as well as my Ge show in America. | saw four shows, and they 
made a strong impact on me, especially the first one | saw in Las Vegas on February 7, 1986. The opening act was 
Black and Blue, and | remember Tommy Thayer sitting on а case їп а passage way. We were backstage, and | will 
never forget how friendly Gene, Paul, Bruce and especially Eric Carr were to us. My other great KISS experience was 
seeing the band in the city of Kanazawa on June 3, 2004. Thé population of the city is about 450,000, and that’s not 
so large compared to other Japanese cities. | didn’t expect KISS to play a show there, but | heard that the local promoter 


day after | officially became part of the staff. Since then, | have been on the staff for 26: years апа. have’ edited the. 


worked very hard to bring the KISS show to the city. It was like a dream to see KISS in my hometown! 


— Yutaka Toyo Imai ` | 


¿2 KISS FEVER 
WW (Argentina) 1984-1988. 


We started putting our KISS fanzines out in 1984, first with 
a fanzine called KISS, which did 21 issues and then with KISS 
FEVER, which printed 43 issues. Martin Zamorano, Miguel 
Musumeci and Matias Repetto were the people who put the 
fanzines together. 

KISS became popular in Argentina towards the end of 
1979 when the disco song "I Was Made for Lovin’ You” became а 
big hit. In those times the military regime imposed certain 
restrictions in our ways of expression and ways of thought. Initially 
KISS was considered to be a fashionable group. But the problem 
came when the band transformed into something more for the 
teenagers. KISS turned into an essential excuse for those who 
believed in the freedom of expression. From the beginning, the 
regime restricted KISS videos; people said the band worshipped 
Satan, and its name invoked the “kiss of death.” Others said the 
group included secret messages in its music. The worst part of all 
this context is that their label, Polygram, did not answer these false 
rumors and considered it “free” advertising for the group. 

For us, the fans, it was a very difficult time. We were 
depending solely on foreign magazines to provide real news on the 
band. We were lucky to be able to buy copies of magazines like 
Bravo, Hit Parader and Pop Rocky and also form underground 
meetings which were held in a place called Theatre of the Plata, a 
giant basement with a 100-person capacity in the center of Buenos 
Aires. Someone had obtained the "KISS at Budokan 77 video, and 
every Saturday we assembled to watch it, praying that the police 
would not invade the place and take us prisoners. 

Thanks to KISS, we knew ourselves and were able to forge 
unbreakable friendships with other fans. But | felt like someone had 


to tell the truth about the band, so we started our 
fanzines. Our bibliographical sources were not only 
the imported magazines, as we also obtained 
biographies of the group апа extracted 
photocopies of all kinds of material on the band. 
The weekends were exclusively dedicated to 
crossing the Federal Capital to obtain all kinds of 
KISS material—photos, posters, discs, press 
cuttings, imported magazines, and meetings in the 
Theatre of the Plata to watch KISS videos. 

We published our first KISS fanzine titled 
KISS in March of 1984. We put out issues every 
two months and ceased publication two years 
later. Then in April 1988, we started putting out 
KISS FEVER. Our magazine was recognized in the 
Hot in the Shade aloum booklet and included in 
the band’s book, K/SStory. Then a new world 
opened in June 1997: the fabulous world of the 
Internet, which offered the possibility of being able 
to interact with thousands of friends from all over 
the world. That led to our Web site, KISSFEVER 
Online. 


— Martin Zamorano 
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By Gilda Caserta 


worn-out Levi's and black T-shirt, the 

silver KISS logo peeling off one edge. 
Intheclaset behind her were the flared black 
party dress and stiletto heels she'd be wear- 
ing that night. There has to be a better way to put 
on mascara, she thought. Gawd, why me? Be- 
coming the woman she'd grown into (if you 
want to call it growing) never seemed so 
difficult. Cinderella had a fairy godmother 
tozap her together, where the hell was hers? 

This modern-day Cinderella's ball was 
her boyfriend's high school ring dance, а 
semi-formal occasion where fellow students 
officially get their high school rings to have 
them turned on their fingers 80 times, and 
unofficially get the chance to throw upin the 
bathroom of the Holiday Inn where it took 
place (the drinking age was 18 then; they 
were 17 and defied all laws—ah, those were 
the days). 

They pulled up in the faded green LTD, 
the muftler announcing their arrival and 
them hoping they wouldn't have to pull a 
Fred Flinstone if the bottom fell out. Inside, 
the ballroom was buzzing, the glasses 
clinked...and the band played. The band... 

Most bandsat highschool gigsaren't much 
to speak of, but these guys from Brooklyn 
were tight, they sounded great, and that 
drummer—could he sing and, God, was he 
cute! Cinderella’s boyfriend wasn’t too fond 
of her making googly eyes at the drummer 
and taking his picture between sets, but, hey, 
like they say, tough Twinkies. Most of the 
night was a fog but the band’s name was 
memorable: Mother Nature, Father Time. 

The photo she took came out great, and 
she put it in a photo album with other me- 
mentos. As years passed, she always won- 
dered what happened to that cute drummer 
who reminded herso muchofsomeoneelse... 


S ho stood in front of the mirror in her 


Classic Carr 


February 1989: The KISS office is buzzing, 
phonesringing, paperseverywhere. Eric Carr 
is sitting at one of the desks, trying to get 
some typing done. 

"Hi, Етіс, howzit goin’?” | say as 1 pull 
some paperwork from my KISS Central 
drawer and turn to leave. “See ya later.” 

“That's it?” he says. 


The Rock'n’ Roll Tumbleweed, 
as we have dubbed him (check out that hair!), 
invades Central High, 
April 20, 1979. 


"Hey, I don't do encores this time of day.” 

“You mean, you're not here fora while?” 

"Ут on my lunch hour and have to get 
back to work, | havea real job, you know, not 
like some people!” Е 

(chuckles) He asks where ] work, what I 
do for a living (I tell people | work in Times 
Square and let them use their imagination) 
and where I'm from (Bridgeport, known to 
some as vacation captial of the world, to 
others as the armpit of America). 

“Bridgeport,” he says. “When | was in a 
band betore KISS, we used to play upthere a 
lot. Wanna see what l looked like then?” He 
pullsouta piece KISS stationery and uses 
artistic talents (love the way he holds that 
pen!) to make me a self-portrait. 

“You know, Егіс, there was a great-sound- 
ing band that played one of my high schon] 
dances, and the drummer kinda looked like 
you. Í think they said they were from 
Brooklyn; you might know them. The name 
oftheband was Mother Nature, Father Timo." 

“That's the band 1 was in before I joined 
KISS!" 

The jaw drops, the eyes pop out—~Cinder- 
ella shits a pumpkin. “YOU played my nng 
dance?! YOU were the one] fell in love with 
that night?! YOU were the one | took a pic- 
ture of that’s been sitting in my photo album 
for the last 10 years and I didn't even know 
it was YOU?! Но-іу — Talk about 
owning a KISS rarity in your a 
collection for 10 i 


years and nol Ж 
knowing it! фа ÓN ARD 
And 1 thought |k | 
stories like these || | Га) ) 19 
happened only ИЕ | 


fairy tales! 


5 jestic as one of the seven won- 
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old asthe pharaohs), KISS continue 
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cy of pure rock. And from the look: 
LP cover, thatisoneh 
nburn on... But 
le, released Oct. 17, 
ram Records, carries the 
ver of KISS into the ‘90s, HITS 
hisintentional?) was produced by Gene 
ons and Paul Stanley and showcases 
arr’s original vocal and son 
Little Caesar.” / 
t shipped y 
nits), which so far brings a 
ide tally of almost 80 mil- 
*s sold—the largest 


According to Gene, "It was time to start 
again. We don't rest on our laurels. We're in 
overdrive! We didn’t plan to put 15 songs an 
this album, We just had an abundance of 
things we liked. The sc lt good ала felt 
like they belonged on the same record.” 


The album features the band’s broad 
musical talents with an array of tunes—from 
the much-ac- claimed 
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: Scorching into Ше "905 
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level,” Bruce says, "What's most impo; 
is to use the guitar to make the song 
better. 1 used different souríds and 1 still sce 
it growing. 1 never thought | would play an 
acoustic solo оп а KISS record.” 

Gene notes, “A lot of people think we dic 
tate parts, but a lot of this album is Eri 
Bruce, | use the word ‘natural’ because the 
wasnot a lot of thought put into it. We wrot 
the songs and from there got the direction o 
the album." 

On the inner sleeve, KISS tributesthe mori 
than independently run fanorganizatiar 
around the world by individually li 
them by country. Then, оп a se 

thevoffer usan important mess 


lows. “The simple act of putt 
1 condom can save your life, if 
used properly and every time 


Know Me?...” 


By Gilda Caserta 


ou definitely don’t want to leave 

home without this card. The KISS 
Platinum Express card is THE piece of 
drastic plastic for the rabid KISS con- 
cert-goer. If you're one of “the most 
important people inthe world,” accord- 
ing to a report in Billboard magazine, 
you will be entitled to receive two free 
tickets and two backstage passes to any 
KISS concert in the world for life—the 
life of the band, that is. 

Those important people aren't neces- 
sarily all KISS fans, however. For this 
occasion, that distinction is shared by 
music-industry people: record execu- 
tives, celebrities, radio-station employ- 
ees and music-retail personnel, a KISS 
Company spokesperson said. Most of 
the 1,000-only Platinum cards have 
gone to these executives, while the KISS 
Gold Card has been distributed to radio 
stations to be given out as promotional 
items for listeners. 

The idea, which originated from 
Crazy Nights producer Ron Nevison, 
“was a way to keep the KISS name 
alive,” the spokesperson said. So far, 
positive res ponse has been overwhelm- 
ing: Record-industry executives have 
called this the best promotion ever, and 
they're definitely taking advantage of 
the opportunity. 

Card holders receive their Platinum 
Express card in a smartly styled folder. 
When the holder wants to attend a 
show, he calls a special 800 number and 
reserves tickets and passes under the 
account number printed on the card. 

But, like all great things, this oppor- 
tunity does cometo an end: If you're not 
among those 1,000 cardholders by now, 


then you're out of luck. KISS 
Photograph by Gilda Caserta 
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KISS Fire 
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KISS FIRE began in the spring of 1987 and ended around 
the end of 1990, with only 12 issues. While it was a neat four-year 
run, it seemed to breeze through way too quickly. FIRE carried the 
same philosophy KISS had: we wanted to be the product we'd 
enjoy seeing. It’s hard to believe that fanzines like the ones back 
then could exist without the aid of the Internet, but somehow we 
pulled it together. The main headquarters was in Connecticut, and 
the writers, artists, photographers and columnists were spread 
out over the U.S., Canada, even Japan. At that time, fans around 
the world became disgusted with the lack of or the quality of press 
KISS received in the regular media, and practically at the same 
time decided to take matters into their own hands and produce 
their own venue for news, reviews, and ultimately a network of 
friends. 

The very first American fanzine | ever saw was one called 
Mainline, produced by a few fans in Alabama, and | was absolutely 
smitten with it. They even honored me by publishing a different 
take on my interview | did with Peter Criss when | worked for a 
local newspaper іп 1980; I'd revamped that article just for that 
fanzine. | previously worked with a Swedish fanzine called Ozone, 
by Bernt Mansson, and while it was exciting, | knew | had to do 
something of my own, in my own language and with my pen pals 
who shared the same dreams as |. For crying out loud, | was in 
publishing! Га feel pretty stupid if | didn't start my own fan 
publication! 

| became a KISS fan in 1976, when it seemed | couldn't 
get out of KISS’s way, seeing them everywhere: TV, magazines, 
on the radio, everywhere. | finally gave them a listen and couldn't 
believe my ears when | put on Destroyer. After that, | spent 
endless hours wallpapering my room with posters while | blasted 
“Let Me Go, Rock ‘n’ Roll” and “Love Gun” on my stereo and 

` Collecting everything | could on the band. Reading about KISS 
gave me the confidence | needed at a time when teenagers need 
it most; going for what you believe in sounds a lot better coming 
from your rock idol than it does from your school counselor. 

| have so many KISS memories that | could fill my own 
book. | was fortunate to have helped disseminate information to 
other fanzines and clubs around the world in KISS Central, and it 
was while | was at the KISS office in New York one day when | 
discovered through reminiscing with the late Eric Carr that he 
played my high school ring dance back in April 1979, and he was 
the cute drummer whom | took a picture of that night. Just being 
chosen to work in KISS Central was such a charge! РИ never forget 
that day: | kept my cool during my interview, as professional as | 
could be, and after | got home and lay in bed, thinking about what 
had just happened to me, my legs became their own entity and 
did the most goofy and animated happy dance under the covers! 
| finally realized one of my dreams: to work for my heroes and do 
them proud by promoting them as they deserved. 


—Gilda Caserta 
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vated to Eric jamming with the roadies, and singing "War Machine”. | also 
'cked up a couple of his drumsticks and quite a few guitar picks, which 1 | 
ared with my happy friends. To celebrate the beginning of the "real" tour, | 

гай went out for sushi that night, and had a few beers also. Quite a night! - y 73 
ut the next night was what we were all looking forward to. Even though there 
as a surprise rainstorm before the show, many fans arrived a couple of hours 
aly, and waited ine xeited anticipation to be letin. And they certainly weren't 
'sappointed, as KISS pulled outall the stops and rocked the house down. Now 
су had more time, and the full attention of all. The set was similar to the US 
ur, opening with "Love Gun”, but focused a bit more on the great old songs. 
| cluded were "Deuce", 'Firehouse", "Cold Gin”, “Strutter”, and many more 
| those classics we all love. And тоге of the newest Crazy Nights material 
so shined. As always, KISS live adds an extra dimension of energy and 
lagic toall their songs. For "Reason To Live” anextrakeyboard was borought 
itfor Bruce, and he and Gary combined for a great sound. At this point in the 
lur, we had meet Gary many times; he was very nice to us, and explained both 
5 roles іп the band’s sound and all about his equipment and past musical 
‚periences, Quite anice gentleman, and very worthy of sharing the stage with 
hr own “Fantastic Four”, 
low that KISS was headlining, both the pace and intensity of the tour picked 
p considerably. We had only а day or two between shows, so we had to travel 
aickly from city to city, And since now KISS had to carry the weight of the 


great in the end. KISS has always been a spontaneous band, and this is why 
each show is unique and different from the rest. 

After Scandinavia, we had a couple of days to travel to the next battle zone, 
England. We were expecting rabid crowds, since Donnington, the word had 
surely gone out that this tour was not to be missed! Also London was the first 
city that would have two shows, the 24th & 25th of Sept. at Wembly Arena. 
So far, the tour was getting better all the time, even though a few of the KISS 
traditions had been discarded. The massive logo and pyrotechnics were 
missing; Paul explained this asan experimentto see what would happen if they 
did or didn't do this or that. Personally, | loved the days of the make-up and 
big spectacular shows, but it’s good to see if a band can make it on the music 
alone, 

But of course, to say any performance by KISS could be music alone is 
impossible! And the fans found this true, as KISS roared into Wembly with the. 
power of a supersonic jet! Both nights shows were excellent; possibly the 
second night was a Ішіс more radical; before the show, the band meet with 
about 50 insane fans for the Dutch KISS Army fanclub. They were greeted by 
the chant "WE WANT KISS!” and surely this gave them quite an energy 
boost! They hit the stage at full speed and never Jet up. Now an added 
dimension to the show was a bricf solo by Bruce and Eric, who were not to be 
outdone by their two veteran bandmates, Unfortunately Gene was not allowed 


| 


evenings performance (Although support act Kings Of The Sun were а good 
a Em. шык =) ч be going all out to please the fans, and to fire breath by the local fire marshals, but all the other Simmon’s trademarks 
we се у looked forward to that! || were present; the tongue, the crotch, the bump and grind, and that powerful 
Next was the Scandinavian leg of the tour, Copenhagen, Denmark on Sept. 15, | bass guitar and special voice. And speaking of the voice, Mr Stanley; һе was 
Gothenburg & Stockholm, Sweden on the 16thand 17th, Helsinki, Finland on as usual the consulate entertainer and sex symbol. A great pair of shows, and 
the 19th, and Oslo, Norway on the 2151. Although all the fans 1 had met so far а new high point in the rock and roll spectacal. 

displayed new levels of intensity and enthusiasm, | think that the Swedish fans The tour continued through the U.K. with shows at Birmingham on the 26th 
are hard to top! Also they were very friendly, and helped us to find the venues & 27th, Bradford on the 28th, Newcastle the 29th, Edinburgh Oct. Ist & 2nd, 
and to get around in this unfamiliar territory. In fact, the fans were really the and another new territory for KISS to conquer, Belfast, М. Ireland on Oct. 3rd. 
high point of my trip. It was really great to see the band so much, but morethan They were initially a bit leery of going to the war torn city; notso much for fear 
that was making so many new friends and fceling welcome just because you're of injury to themselves , but more due to worry for the safety of the fans there. 
а KISS fan. In that respect, l'm sure we are much closer that the fans of any en, En ЖЕМІ Din er En q 
other band. 1 think it's really great, and 1 want to thank all of you that те! for SN 
ай of your help and ene 5 » 2 о {о Some of the venues were a bitsmaller than KISS are used to, but they used this 
But back to the shows; with this great outpouring of enthusiasm, the mighty to get as close to their adoring fans as possible, Paul went so far as to invite a 


қ E few on stage to sing backing vocals. Also, Eric finally got a well earned solo 
performances were raised to new heights. Paul ke) a Gaw words to epus spot, which was wildly applauded by the fans. His unique combination of 
to the erowd in their own languages, (Things like, “You've got a cute ass 


5 Se Ë rhythm and melody puts him far abovchis rock contemporaries, and his great 
that’s Paul for you!), and introduced "Reason To Live” by saying that Bruce 


" à я " voice is icing on the cake. 1 hope we can hear more of him on vinyl soon, don't 
plays so well he sounds like two keyboardists. In a joking mood, he said that you? 
Bruce was so good he could play without touching the keys. Bruce held his Well, it seems that in this life all good things have to come to an end sometime. 
hands above the keyboard, and from offstage, Gary played a few licks, Very So sad, but true... so the great tour had finished and it was all over except for 
Funny! Gary told us that at first Paul had done this without telling him in 


the picture developing and writing (at least for mel). This had been an 
advance, and he wasn't sure if he should let the secret out, but ıt all іштей out unforgetable six weeks, and one of, the best times 1 have had in my Ше. It was 


great to sce KISS in so many different setungs, and to meet so many fans who 
show their love for the band so much! 1'm still вепр letters every day from 
different people 1 met, and | think that's great! | hope all of us can meet 
somewhere, some ume for that big final concert at the end of itall... look for 
me ın the photo pit! 


А very sincere and special thanks to Nico, Simo & Moni, Daniel, all of my 
great frends along the way (you know who you are!) and all the crazy, crazy, 
crazy fans who make па possible, And not to leave out...the hottest band and 
crew in the world...KISS! 


And ап extra special thanks to Steve Davis... You're the best! 


Story and photos By: Dan Start 


Like millions of other kids, | discovered KISS in 1976. My school was 
full of kids wearing KISS T-shirts, so | decided to order a copy of Destroyer 
from the Columbia House Record Club. The first two songs on side one were 
so amazing that it must have been a month or so before | even turned the 
record over! My KISS collecting started innocently enough іп 1978, when |, 
along with all of my classmates, started collecting the KISS cards. | can 
remember sneaking off of school property every day at lunchtime to walk up 
to the corner store to purchase as many packages of KISS trading cards as 
we could afford. Then in November 1979, | got my first taste of the KISS live 
spectacle when the Dynasty tour hit Vancouver—simply amazing! 

By the time the Unmasked album came out in 1980, things had taken 
a drastic turn, and it was no longer cool to like KISS. It could even get you 
beaten up if the “cool” kids found out you had a KISS lunch box. But my love 
for KISS just kept getting stronger. When The Elder came out, | was the only 
person | knew who was still listening to KISS. | liked it then, and to this day, it’s 
still one of my favorite KISS albums. Then in 1982 when Creatures of the Night 
was released, things would change forever. My love for KISS had hit an all-time 
high, and yet | was unable to feed my hunger for KISS, as the KISS coverage 
in magazines and TV had pretty much dried up. One day | found a tiny ad in 
the classifieds in the back of Circus magazine for a KISS fanzine called The 
Oath produced in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. | promptly got my money order 
and sent for an issue. When it arrived, | was amazed to see a full magazine 
dedicated to KISS! The seed was planted! 

From 1983 through 2000, | produced 80 issues of Firehouse 
Magazine, sold worldwide, which at the time was the “longest running KISS 
fanzine” in the world. It started out simply enough back in December 1988, as 
avery crude newsletter printed out on an old, used typewriter and photocopied 
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at a local drug store. The big-name rock magazines were 
pretty much ignoring KISS at this point, and | saw 
Firehouse Magazine as a way for KISS fans to find out 
what was going on with the band. In the first year of 
Firehouse Magazine, nine issues were published. By the 
second year, this proved to be too much work, and 
publication was revised to six bi-monthly issues a year, 
which continued until 1997 when the schedule went 
quarterly. 

It was a huge job putting out the magazine, with 
over 3500 pages of content created over its 18-year run. | 
produced the magazine with submissions from many of my 
subscribers and friends. All of the mail Firehouse received 
was answered by myself (this was back before e-mail), and 
that could have easily been a full-time job in itself. When it 
came time to mail out a new issue, | would beg anyone | 
knew to help out with the huge task of addressing, stuffing 
and sealing upwards of 1000 subscriber copies. And then 
there were all the postage stamps, sometimes four or five 
stamps on each envelope to make up the correct postage 
amount...that’s a lot of stamps to lick! And all of this was 
done in my spare time as | had a full-time job. 

In 1989, | introduced the Firehouse Magazine Fan 
Club, Now, subscribers would not only received their 
magazines, they would also receive a fan-club pack filled 
with membership card, two b/w photos, membership 
certificate, Firehouse sticker, biographies of all KISS 
members, free advertising in the KISS Shop, chances to 
win free prizes and lots more, all for the same price of just 
$15 a year! 

Over the 18 years of producing the magazine, | 
had the opportunity to do some amazing things. | got to 
meet the members of KISS on multiple occasions, as well 
as do phone and written interviews with them. | had 
articles and ads appear in all kinds of magazines, | was 
featured on TV a number of times, and got to do my own 
hour-long KISS radio special оп Vancouver’s C-Fox radio 
station! During the Convention Tour, | got to work with the 
band to help out at a couple of shows and had the 
opportunity to appear on an episode of the TV show 
Millennium, which featured KISS. | was put on countess 

free mailing lists of other KISS 

‚ fanzines, a couple of record 
| companies and a comic book 
company. | received amazing one- 
of-a-kind Firehouse Magazine 
artwork from some of my favorite 
artists, including Steven Hughes 
and Sergio Arganoes. The ultimate 
honor was receiving a Gold Album 
award from KISS and Polygram 
Records for my efforts. | made a 
lot of great friends along the way, 

as | had so many amazingly 

talented people help me out with 


writing, artwork, photography, logos and so much more. 
It’s pretty cool that to this day | still see cars driving around 
town sporting Firehouse Magazine bumper stickers on 
them! 


—Ronn Roxburgh 


- RECORD REVIEWS - RECORD REVIEWS - RECORD REVIEWS - RECORD REVIEWS - 


"Unmasked" is one of those KISS albums that I didn't like the first time 
I heard it, 8ut it sounds better every time I listen to it, "Shandi" 15 one of 
my all-time favorites now. Overall, I like the pop-oriented ‘relaxed’ sound of 
the album. Тһе songs don't lend toward playing them live, but this is a great 
album to put on when you come home from a hard day's work and want to unwind. 
I wish KISS would put at least one song similar to "Shandi" on every album. 
- Mark Taylor 


“Unmasked” This is a weak LP by sales, but not by opinion. The sad thing 
is this was the last vinyl venture for the cat Peter Criss. Side 1 starts with a 
zesty tune "Is That You" then stows down with "Shandi", then Ace hits the mike 
with "Talk To Me", then finishes with 2 melody tunes, "Naked City" and "What 
Makes The World Go Round"! Side 2 starts with "Tomorrow" then "She's So European". 
At mid-point there's "Easy As It Seems" and "Torpedo Girl", then ends with "You're 
All That I Want"! Hot Spots; Ace's singing, ‘Talk To Me' and ‘What Makes The 
World Go Round'. Bottom Line: Slower than any other KISS album up to its release, 
but still a must. - Jerry Leach 


"Unmasked" was sort of a disappointment in 1980. Being the ‘heaviest’ 
metal machine in the 70s along with venomous Alice Cooper, KISS had changed 
their style in music due to an overdose of radio. KISS Unmasked was not a chart 
topper. Unmasked is like a dance record. It's rock with recycled disco. You have 
to listen to 'Unmasked' five times to believe it's really KISS! KISS should have 
stuck with metal. After all their popularity they decide to work with Vini Poncia 
(their producer at the time). "Oynasty" and "Unmasked" were not great albums and 
they both sound somewhat similar. "Unmasked" has its hooks like "Is That You?", 
"Talk To Me", "Two Sides Of The Coin" and "Torpedo Girl". The rest of the songs 
sound like disco rock. When "Oynasty" and "Unmasked" came out, I thought they were 
partying with disco fans. They certainly did not party with the heavy metal 
mantacs, What I can't understand is why they had that dumb reporter say "I 
Still say they stink!" on the front cover of “Unmasked”. That's probably why 
KISS lost their fans, but not me. Anyways, the art work was great on the front 
cover, but it shows a kid side of KISS which is OK, - Rob Eldridge 


“Unmasked” KISS's last album with Peter, although it's not even close to 
being one of my favorites, it does contain two of my favorite songs "Is That You" 
and "Talk To Me”. And although Peter did not do any writing or singing, АСЕ 
wrote and sang three, and one song was co-written by a Robert Kulick, who must 
be related to Bruce. І was disappointed that the singing from this album was 
"Shandi" and "She's So European" even though these are good songs, they just 
didn't give the album the boost it needed as "I Was Made For Loving You" did 
for its predecessor "Oynasty", Another drawback was its cover which made KISS 
look like a group of five-year olds, instead of the heavy metal band they are. 
Over all, I'm glad they put it out, but I hope they never put out another one 
like this, - Ronn Roxburgh 


“Unmasked” 1980 saw Oynasty at the top of billboards Top 100 albums, 
and the single "I Was Made For Loving You" at the top of the charts. The album 
and single was the biggest selling records in KISS's history. The follow-up 
to Oynasty came late in 1980, The single was a rock number called "Shandi" which 
proved to be one of КІ55 5 best written songs. The album may have only sold 
750,000 copies but 1% stil] was a great album. Melodic Metal as one magazine 


put it. Hard rockers with a catchy beat catches your ears, tunes such as "15 
That You?', ‘What Makes The World Go Round', 'Tomorrow', ‘She's So European’ 
and 'Easy As It Ѕеетѕ', The album is basically rock and metal to please, А good 
record for its time, though the guitars could have been produced louder. All in 
all its really a great record. 


- Andrew Narayan. Rating: excellent 


Record Reviews continued... 


First I think it should have done better than it did. It wasn't their best 
but it was a pretty good one. Also I think it featured Peter Criss's finest 
drumming to date. Although it doesn't sound like his style, "Is That You" is a 
fair song. I'm sure it's better by Paul than the origina] singer. The singing 
is good but it isn't one of my fave songs by Paul. it has some good drum-work 
and guitar work though. Shandi is my favorite song off Unmasked and my favorite 
song by KiSS. It should have been a hit. It got some airplay here in Huntsville 
Alabama but it didn't do too well on our countdown. The vocals are smooth and 
it is a very sensitive song lyrically, Talk To Me is a good song by Ace and is 
another of my fave's off this album. Асе is one of the better songwriters on this 
album. The lyrics are real good in all of Ace's songs on this album. Naked City 
is a good track by Gene and the best songs on Unmasked by Gene. It has again 
some good drum and guitar work in it and Gene's vocals are pretty good in this 
song. What Makes The World Go Round is a good song lyrically with good tracks 
backing it. Tomorrow is a great song by Paul. It has a good beat behind it and 

-7 Paul's wording in this one is good. Two sides Of A Coin is another good song by 
Ace. It ts a corny song by him. The tracks in this one are good. She's So 
European isn't a very good song. The choice of lyrics don't make too much sense 
and the vocals in this one are wavery. They aren't one of Gene's better. Easy 
As It Seems is good. The lyrica] statement in this one is very clear and the 
music is fair. Torpedo Girl is a funny song. The choice of lyrics is great in this 
one but the bass parts are rather stupid and amateur sounding. Which leaves the 
worst song on the album You Are All That I Want. Gene sounds pretty bad in this 
song. The best part of the song is the background vocals by Paul where he's cutting 
in, The music is pretty good too. All in all I think it is a good album and fail 
to see why it didn't do better than it did. I guess Peter Criss's leaving had 
an affect on it but also I think Peter's leaving has left the band better than 
ever, Peter would not fit in with their Animalize image neither would Ace for 
that matter. Out of a rating of 5 stars, I give it a 2. - Debbie Carter 


“Unmasked” When this album was released in 1980, many fans were wondering 
where KISS was going. This album is the only LP that сап be classified entirely 
as “pop". Now don't get me wrong! This record is of finest quatity when it comes 
to this type of music. Cuts like "Shandi", "Talk To Ме”, and “Tomorrow” are truly 
outstanding works of sophisticated songwriting and the guitar work is far 
superior to any pop song that we can hear (and get sick of) over the airwaves 
these days. This album offers 11 songs - a change from the usual 9 - enough to 
keep those fans who don't mind the change from the usual heavy tempo satisfied, 
And even though Peter Criss ts on the cover, it is apparently not him beating 
the skins on this one. The drum parts are done by Anton Fig who also was on 
Асе Frehley's solo album and is currently in Ace's new band, Frehley's Comet. 
"Unmasked" is a great album even if it is not traditional KISS. 8ut then again, 
KISS always surprises their fans! - Peter A. Glos 


For next time, I would like you to 
review "KISS KILLERS", And thanks to 


everyone who sent in their reviews 
on "UNMASKED". 
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UNMASKED 


= Animalized 


| became a KISS fan in 1976 when my 
father, a musician in a cover band, had to learn 
“Shout # Out Loud” and “Beth” off of Destroyer, 
and he had the album sitting out one day. | looked 
at the cover and, as a six year old, was obviously 
mesmerized by this crazy-looking rock band and 
was hooked as soon as | put it on. Luckily my 
father was willing to take me to see them in 
concert back then, and | got to see the Alive II 
and Dynasty tours in Philadelphia. | credit KISS, 
Cheap Trick, Van Halen, and Dad, for me 
becoming a musician. Га love to be in a KISS 
tribute band, but I’m currently enjoying being the 
drummer in a Journey tribute band out of 
Philadelphia called Lovin’ Touchin' Squeezin' 
(www.LTSRocks.com). 

My greatest KISS memories?... Well, 
besides the usual stuff like the instant rush of 
seeing a TV commercial for a new album, holding 
that new album in your hand for ihe first time, 
getting the latest issue of Creem or a Grooves— 
KISS Special magazine, the biggest memory for 
me was in June of 1980. That’s when | got to 
meet Paul and Gene without makeup backstage 
at a Van Halen concert at Nassau Coliseum in 
Long Island, NY. My father was in a band, Cats, 
who put out one album іп 1980 on Elektra and 
were lucky enough to open for Van Halen during 
the summer of 1980, so that’s how | got to be 
there. Gene and Paul happened to be there that 
night.... Wow! 

My fanzine Animalized was started in 1985 
by myself and a mutual KISS freak | met at the mall 
by chance one day named John Doyle. | was a 
sophomore in high school and was in print shop, 
so | had access to printing presses. | suggested to 
John that a fanzine might be fun to do, and we 
might even get backstage if we're lucky. There were 
very few fanzines around then compared to later 
on, since this was before the desktop computer, 
etc. So | did the photo copy, typesetting, layout, 
and actually printed it myself in high school for 
almost three years. John did a lot of the footwork, 
making calls to C.K. Lendt and badgering the KISS 
office on a regular basis. It was a very bare-bones 
magazine....black and white with some color type, 
lots of vintage, unpublished photos, concert 
reviews, etc. We did a phone interview with Vinnie 
Vincent and Dana Strum right when the first 


Invasion album was coming out, got backstage 
a few times in 1986/87, and got handwritten 
notes of support from Gene and Eric Carr. We 
probably only had about 150 subscribers, 
which wasn’t too bad since this was before the 
Internet. When | graduated in 1987, that was 
that, but it had been fun, We had some great 
experiences, and it was a way to honor our 
favorite band. 


— Tom “Stewart” Staszewski 
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<= KISS Klassics 


| became а KISS fan when | heard aboutthe band from a friend and saw them on The 
Mike Douglas Show. Ever since then | was hooked. | became a big collector, and a lot of my 
collection was part of the very first New York/New Jersey KISS convention. 

KISS Klassics was the brainchild of myself along with my friends Bill DeMild, Joe 
Merante and Jack Dorman. All four of us were KISS fans, and as collectors we decided to 
venture into the fanzine market. The first issue came out as a small 5x7 printed issue, and the 
second issue moved to 8.5x11 format. The four of us never wanted to go the Xerox route and 
wanted a more high-quality fanzine, so we actually used a printing company. It was never 
about profit, it was for the love of KISS. A few years passed, and Dorman was dismissed, 
and the remaining three of us went on to put out a superior product with plenty of vintage- 
era KISS pictures. The fanzine lasted three years, from 1987 to 1990, and to this day I'm still 
friends with DeMild and Merante. 

One of my most memorable KISS experiences happened at SIR studios in New 
York City. My friend Bill DeMild and | were invited into the 
Studio by Gene, and | had about twenty things for him to 
sign. He told me to lay everything out on this long table, 
and he would sign them all. After he got done and 
handed the magic marker back, he turned and said, 
“Where is your store?” We all laughed. Another 
memorable experience was when Bill and | were 
backstage at a KISS show hanging out with Gene while 
Ted Nugent was onstage. Gene, Bill and | ran to these 
three empty seats and stood on them screaming, “Ted, 
Ted, Ted!” Eventually fans noticed Gene, and we ran 
backstage laughing. 


KISS Rock the Ritz 


by Brian Rademacher 
and Bill DeMild 


August 12th & 13th The Ritz in New York City KISS play to a capacity crowd 
of 1500 crazed loyals, Each night KISS hit the stage about 12:30 A.M. opening 
with the KLASSIC KISS KUT "Deuce", Their stage set was much different than 
the usual KISS, they went back to basic!no logo, no fire, no smoke just 
rockin’/n/rollin’, A bare stage with Marehall stacks plus Eric’s huge drum 
set, Their set mainly consisted of older material, such as crowd favorites 
like "Dr, Love", a shorter version of "Black Diamond" and "Firehouse", with 
Paul wearing his fire helmet once again, The crowd went berzerk with each 
song played, Paul tells the crowd that they wanted to do something special 
for their fans and that they would only do something like this in New York. 
It was great to see KISS play a small club and for the 1500 people each night 
it will be locked in their memory for a life time! 


Song list: | 


р Deuce Bang, Bang You Tears Are Falling 
Today | own a Webzine called RockEyez.com, | ee sa nen se рохе Те 
i ü - " a ven's ire azy, a i е 5һо оца 
which features new and established artists. Bill DeMild, сета Ват te - Lick Tt ` 
2 Black Diamond War Machine Rock & Roll А11 Nita 
Joe Merante апа | went on to be fathers and family men. Reason To Live Detroit Rock City 


— Brian Rademacher 


My name is Marcel Eisen, and 
just like KISS | was born in 1973. In 
1983 Brazil was hit by a musical 
phenomenon with no precedent. The 
10" anniversary tour of KISS promoted 
the album Creatures of the Night, 
which marked the return of the band 
to heavy music. The conquest of new 
fans and new horizons was a priority 
and, for the first time, Brazil was 
included in their tour schedule. 

| remember the first time that | 
saw the KISS on TV and in 
newspapers, watching the video of “| 
Love It Loud." | was knocked out by 
the visuals, and my life was not the 
same anymore. My idea was to own 
the complete discography, and as | 
was acquiring the albums | became 
more and more fascinated. | start to 
collect everything related to the band, 
and in 1988 | founded the KISS Fan 
Club in order to build friendships with 
fans and, consequently obtain the 
material for my collection. That same 
year, through a local rock program 
radio, | contacted Creatures of the 
Night Fan Club, and they sent me a 
heap of souvenirs, some typed tabloids 
with pieces of news about the band 
and Xeroxed photos of KISS that 
excited my imagination. І started ту 
publishing on April 20, 1989, and was 
influenced directly by the fanzine 
Creatures of the Night. 

The name Love Gun came 
from the idea that the fanzine needed an 
essential gun to spread all the necessary 
information to the fan club associates, 
at last, a press vehicle a Love...Gun! 
The first edition of the journal was totally 
undeveloped, with a very small number 
of photos and text typed on an old 
typewriter. The second edition came out 
on January 20, 1990. Although I was in 
charge of the production, | asked а 
school friend for help, who besides 
lending me the typewriter, did all the 
work, because at that time | didn't type 
very well. 

From the third edition on, 1 
assumed more duties and collected 


information, wrote the text, Xeroxed, 
typed, revised, etc. | remember the 


press conference with KISS during the ` 


Monsters of Rock that brought the band 
as the principal attraction of the festival. 
It took place at the Pacaembu Stadium 
on August 27, 1994, and it was the first 
time that | saw the band live. Seeing 
them live was an achievement, but 
to personally give them the recent 
editions of Love Gun аза gift was even 


better. The edition #9 brought a great 


improvement in quality as displayed by 


the following copies #10 and #11. It . 


was a very productive period for the 
KISS Fan Club, from the conception to 
the final art, and consequently the 
fanzine acquired its own personality. 
The creation of the fanzine became 
even better with the introduction of 
Windows 95. 

in 1999 | had an incredible 
experience in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
during the band's stay in the country for 
the Psycho Circus tour at River 
Plate stadium. When | was leaving 
the hotel, | got a ride on a Harley 
Davidson with a fan, and we followed 
the van that was taking Paul Stanley and 
Tommy Thayer (at that time the KISS 
roadie) to the Patio Bullrich restaurant. | 
waved to them with the 14" edition of 
the fanzine in my hands asking them to 
open the vans window; and all of a 
sudden at a red light, Tommy Thayer 
took it and immediately handed it to Paul 
Stanley...unforgettable! 

In 2003, with the official 
launching of the KISS Symphony CD, 
the KISS Fan Club shut down its doors, 
after fifteen years on the road. 
Nowadays | dedicate myself to the 
maintenance of my heap of everything 
related to the band. Being the head of 
the KISS Fan Club during this time was 
gratifying, and the hard and pleasant 
work with the fanzine Love Gun, in 
particular, was a fantastic experience. | 
am eternally grateful to KISS for 
making my dream come true. 


— Marcel Eisen 
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| became a KISS fan in 1975 with the album Dressed to Kill. My friend’s older brother had a Pic-Pac cassette 
of the album he recorded onto the tape. So, | really never saw the band, the album artwork, or anything like that. | loved 
what | heard. It was real raw rock music for me. My two older brothers were into Led Zeppelin and the Doors, but | had 
KISS! | was hooked. | asked my mom to take me up to Woolco, and | purchased Dressed to Kill. | couldn't believe my 
eyes when | first saw the album cover. The first two KISS shows | saw were at the Tower Theatre in Philadelphia and 
Wildwood, New Jersey. | remember Paul wearing sunglasses at the Philly show. It was the most amazing show I've 
ever seen. 

KISS Mask began in late 1987 with our first issue released in early 1988. The magazine not only began with me 
but with associate editors (who were also friends) Tom Valentino, Kathy Robinson and art director Matt Porter. | designed 
the Mask logo, which was taken from the Animalize album logo as its base. Our first issue featured a story on the then 
new album, Smashes, Thrashes 8 Hits and photos of KISS's performance in Philadelphia during the Crazy Nights tour 
and a note from KISS drummer Eric Carr. We were out of our minds when we got the note from Eric in the mail. There 
wasn't much to the issue, but we thought we had arrived. 

| was in the printing industry, the commercial marketing end of it, so it was only natural for me to want to start 
a project such as this. | had some incredible people involved, and it really was a group effort. The reason | started my 
own fanzine is that | had tried to get on another fanzine staff because all | wanted to do was write about KISS. The staff 
there was full, so | decided to take it on myself, as to what was becoming an already over-saturated KISS fanzine market. 
But | didn't care how many were out, | wanted to be part of it. | was so jazzed about doing a quarterly KISS fan magazine 
because | loved writing about my favorite band. 

The “look” of KISS Mask could always have used improvement every time we published. Sometimes | look 
back and think we could have done better, but my main concern was the substance which was always there. The 
highlights for me were giving issues to Paul during a solo tour stop of 1989 and watching 
him pass out issues to his band mates on the tour bus. That was such a thrill for me. 
Co-organizing (with K/SS Fire publisher Gilda Caserta) the fan-run fanzine party “The 
Rock and Roll All Nighter” during KISS’s stop at the Meadowlands during their 1990 Hot 
in the Shade tour, which had KISS fanzines from all over the world come to New 
Jersey/New York for an event that literally lived up to its name. Among the many highlights 
for me were also the interviews | did with Ace Frehley, Eric Carr, Peter Criss, Bruce Kulick, 
Eddie Kramer and former KISS manager Bill Aucoin. 

Of course, meeting the band whenever | could was always fun and exciting, and 
the meet and greet passes were a fantastic perk. We published KISS Mask from 1988 
to 1995, and it was a fantastic time in my life. As my new promotion at work led to less 
time for me to publish KISS Mask, | joined the staff at KISS This! magazine based out of 
London, Ontario, in 1991, as Associate Editor. | met so many cool people that | carry on 
today as good friends. Great music, great friends, great times —that's what KISS is about! 


— J. Frank Hagan 
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MainLine was a bi-monthly fanzine based іп 
Alabama, published from July 1984 through February 
1986. It was a little different from the few other fanzines 
out there in that it focused on quality of writing as well as 
trying to provide the latest, most accurate news to our 
readers. The four editors: Deanna Dean, Lisa Maxcy (now 
Taylor), Jan Pool (now Woody) and Craig Morrison shared 
responsibility for the entire fanzine. 

My younger niece and nephew introduced me to 
KISS іп 1975 with the Alive! album, and | was hooked. Га 
never heard anything like it before. It was 1979, however, 
before | experienced them live on the Dynasty tour. That 
show set the standard by which | judged all rock concerts 
that followed. Not only was the music awesome, but the 
level of showmanship was unequal to anything lve seen 
since. Even my Mom, who accompanied me, thoroughly 
enjoyed herself and became a huge Gene fan! 

Deanna was introduced to KISS at age 11 when 
two older teenagers gifted her with their Hotter Than Hell 
and Rock and Roll Over 8-tracks, feeling like they had 
“outgrown” them, and she became an intense fan. The first 
album she bought for herself was Dynasty. Her all-time 
favorite concert was New Year’s Eve, 1985, Atlanta, 
Georgia, on the Asylum tour. One of her favorite tours was 
Hot in the Shade, as she prefers KISS without makeup. 
Jan became a fan very early in KISS’s career and had the 
rare opportunity to see the Love Gun tour and the Alive Il 
tour within the same year. 

Craig and | were pen pals who decided to finally 
meet at the Lick It Up concert in Birmingham, Alabama, in 
January of 1984. Craig brought his girlfriend Deanna, and 
| brought my KISS friend Jan. After the show, we were 
lucky enough to meet Paul Stanley, Eric Carr and Vinnie 
Vincent, which solidified our bond of friendship forever. 

We often complained to each other about the 
sketchy, infrequent, and many times incorrect or 
derogatory KISS information provided by magazines, 
newspapers and television. So after much deliberation, we 
decided that we could do a better job ourselves. Of 
course, we would never attempt such an endeavor without 
asking permission from KISS, which is what we 
did. We wanted to be truly “official.” Gene kindly 
responded very promptly and encouraged us to go for 
it. He and the other members of KISS often complimented 
MainLine on its quality. 

Jan, Deanna and | have always shared an 
admiration for Paul, so my best memory is one thai | share 
with them. We were staying in the same hotel as KISS on 
the Animalize tour. We had gone to our room to get my 
camera and were about to step off of the elevator, when 


who steps in but “The Man” himself! It took me about 20 
seconds to get a grip on myself and ask for a photo with 
him. He obliged, of course, but before we could get the 
picture, he turned to the keypad and started pushing all 
of the buttons, trying to get the elevator to stop. We girls 
were praying that it would jam so we would be stuck in 
the elevator with him, but no such luck. | did get my 
picture, though, and l'Il never forget leaning out of the 
elevator door watching that cute behind walking down the 
hall to his room. 

Twenty-five years later, we are all still close except 
for Craig, who has temporarily been misplaced. He got 
married, had children and moved across country to pursue 
his career in communications. Jan, Deanna and | all stayed 
in Alabama. Jan is a wife and mother and works as a 
substitute teacher fulfilling a lifelong dream to teach. As an 
interesting side note, | married one of the people featured 
as a MainLine KISS fan-of-the-month, Mark Taylor, and we 
will soon celebrate our 22™ anniversary. We have a 19- 
year-old daughter who could name the members of KISS 
by the time she learned to talk and shares our love for their 
music. 

Each of us has been inspired and encouraged by 
KISS. Through life’s ups and downs, KISS has always 
been there creating music and lyrics that encourage us to 
believe in ourselves, never give up and live life to the 
fullest. They make us feel privileged and proud to be a part 
of an extended family that call themselves the KISS 
Army. 


—Lisa Taylor 
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It wasn't easy being a KISS fan in the early 1980s. Especially if you were trying to find out 
what was going on with the band. 

It was different back in the '70s when the press knew KISS made good copy. From network 
television to the tabloids, the band wasn't so much a household word as much a mantra that needed 
to be echoed in order to get through the news-day. Even the anti-rock music, religious fanatics used 
them as poster boys in their books and campaigns against rock music (and probably loved them 
just as much, albeit in a "love to hate "ет” fashion). Because of all that coverage, KISS fans could 
keep track of when a new KISS album, tour or even comic was due to come out. 

But that all changed as the new decade began. Thanks to some bumps in the road, KISS seemed to fall off 
the radar when it came to the press. If you wanted to read about KISS at all between 1981 and 1984, you had to either 
be lucky enough to find early issues of Kerrang! or go for broke with one of the teeny- 
bopper magazines like 16 or Teen Beat that still gave the guys some space in their issues 
and hope that a question more insightful than à band member's favorite color would be 
included within the short articles published. Even Creem seemed to be avoiding the band 
by that point. 

In that void is where the fanzines began to establish themselves as a strong 
part of KISS fandom. In the early 19805, the number of fanzines available was few, with 
fanzines like The Oath and Firehouse being a couple of best-remembered titles from 
the period. Even then it was obvious the fanzines’ creators could only get limited 
information; sometimes not any more than what the fans already knew, but it was the 
best that was available, and we fans ate it up. At least we knew that not everyone 
had deserted the KISS Army, and we weren't alone. 

Back in 1983, | was discussing the lack of press with a couple of friends — 
Larry Blake (who would go on to do articles and especially artwork for many other 
fanzines over the years) and Carlyn Nugent — while skimming through the latest 
issues of the fanzines available. As the conversation once again turned to dreams 
of doing our own fanzine, I told the others that we needed to either put up or shut 
up. To help out, | said, | had an idea for a KISS novel rolling around in my head that 
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could be “kinda cool” for such a fanzine. After the others agreed that 
there would be plenty of room in my head for ideas to roll around, it was 
decided to stop dreaming and get moving. 

Thus came about the genesis of Strange Ways—a yearly, 100- 
page fanzine that had its first issue released in 1985 with a full magazine- 
sized edition for $2 a copy. Inside the issue were comic strips and 
one-panel cartoons by Larry and others, photos, reviews of shows 
through the years from both KISS and the Peter Criss Alliance, a couple 
of chapters from my KISS novel and even a pin-up centerfold calendar 
with “Strutter.” 

That calendar caused some problems after publication. 

“Strutter” was the magazine's regular character; a mascot in 
some ways; the concept being that of a female super-fan of the band 
who wore Paul Stanley’s makeup. We used her image through the issue 
and topped it off with a centerfold calendar that had a friend as Strutter, 
seductively posing with KISS merchandise strategically placed all around 
her. At the time, we couldn't stop laughing, because we thought it was 
so obvious a joke. It was like a pin-up from an old auto-mechanic’s 
calendar, only with KISS albums instead of oil cans blocking out the 
naughty bits. я 

Evidently it wasn’t that obvious, however. We got a lot of letters 
from readers wanting to know why we would ruin the fanzine with such 
“sexist garbage" that was demeaning to women. We did get a letter from 
a young man named Mark Slaughter who wanted to know more about 
the girl playing Strutter, but we thought he was just another typical guy 
with raging hormones and blew him off. Funny how things worked out 
there. 

But beyond that bizarre misstep, we got positive responses 
about that first issue from many fans, fellow fanzine creators and even 
Gene Simmons himself, who wrote to tell us how he was touched by 
the work that went into the issue, Because of his enthusiasm, we were 
able to get photo-passes during the subsequent Animalize tour, as well 
as meeting the guys while they toured. 


All of which turned up in Strange 
Ways #2, which was centered around the 
Animalize tour and featured more reviews, 
another couple of chapters from the KISS 
novel, another comic strip (the start of which 
eventually morphed into опе Larry 
completed for both KISS Crazy #9 and in 
several issues of the fanzine KISS Hell), and 
letters. This and a reprint of the first issue 
were printed digest-size and sold for $5 
each, One thing in particular we made sure 
to print in the second issue was a 
centerfold — and this time, to make the point 
that it was all intended as a joke, we talked 
some poor, dumb guy into posing, wearing 
only Dragon Boots and the sheet-music for 
“Rocket Ride” just barely covering up the 
guy’s naughty bit there. Fortunately, | got to 
wear an old Gene Simmons mask in order 
to hide my identity. | mean, the idiot got to 
hide —! Oh, well. So now you know the truth 
there. 

But how many people can say they 
posed for a centerfold? No matter how 
horrifying it turned out to be. 

The second issue was even more 
successful than the first, and work began on 
a third as we took in a few shows during the 
Asylum tour. Yet, even with agood chunk of 
the third issue completed, the core 
members of the fanzine found themselves 
drifting on to other projects and different 
cities, making it hard to work on the fanzine. 


It wasn’t that we stop loving the band, but 
rather a thing called LIFE got in the way, and 
it was best for everyone to move on instead 
of turning out a sub-standard product. The 
completed pages for Strange Ways #3 
subsequently vanished over time. 

With Strange Ways gone, | thought 
my days discussing the band were over. 
However, because my name and (then- 
current) address were linked to the fanzine, 
| kept getting letters from fans who felt | 
might be able to help them with more 
information about the band’s history and 
future. There was a good reason for that, 
and it wasn’t that | was some type of expert 
about the band, or had insight more than 
other fans; rather, it was because, although 
the world of KISS fandom had been growing 
and expanding as the 1980s crept toward 
1990, and more and more fanzines began 
to fill out the marketplace — and doing some 
very remarkable work—there were still few 
places for fans to go to find out things 
occurring with the band, or to find out if 
rumors about KISS, in the past and present, 
were true. 

. Because of all that, in 1988 | began 
work on another fanzine, this one called 
KISS Forum. Working with fan Jan Carter 
and photographer Mickie Newnam, we did 
eight issues (#5/6 was a combined issue 
with more pages) and one special over three 
and a half years. Larry Blake returned as well 
to do some great one-panel cartoons and 
portraits for us, while articles included 
reviews of videos, albums, concerts and the 
various unofficial KISS comics, and a regular 
feature called “Under the Gun” where we 
asked readers to respond to topics related 
to the band (like suggestions for the Hot in 
the Shade tour or what the fans thought 
about a minor controversy that surrounded 
a special KISS issue of Billboard). We even 
did a parody issue one Christmas that was 
presumably from 1995 and featured all the 
members quitting the non-makeup version 
of the band after recording an album. Again, 
funny how that worked out, really. 

KISS Forum folded in 1991, and | 
moved on to write the occasional article for 
such great fanzines as KISS Freaks and 
Clown White. | also began writing for the 
Internet Web sites (the modern versions of 
the old, hard-copy fanzines) devoted to the 
band. In my case it was the classic site, 
KISS Asylum, when it was run by Chris and 
John White. Meanwhile, | still was getting 
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letters from fans hoping | could help them answer questions about the 
band, and in those days before everyone had the Internet. That 
avalanche of letters finally got me thinking about throwing all the answers 
together in one place, and | began work on what would become my first 
professional sale as a writer, the KISS biography Black Diamond. The 
success of that book allowed me to get my foot in the door of the 
professional publishing world. 

Now, after eight books to my credit (including an updated 
version of Black Diamond in 2009), | realize that | may have talked my 
friends into doing Strange Ways because | wanted to be a writer, and 
the fanzine was my opportunity to do just that. Even so, if KISS was not 
the sole reason | got involve in KISS fandom in the first place, it helped 
me launch my professional publishing career. As for that KISS novel, I 
finally DID finish it, and it saw brief publication as a charity novel back in 
the year 2000 with a CD full of music by fans and artwork once again 
by Larry Blake. 

Besides, doing those fanzines in the 1980s led to good 
friendships, good times while seeing the band tour, chances to meet the 
guys over the years, and just having a good time in 
the rock and roll party that has been KISS over the 
years. 

It may have been tough to be a fan in the 
1980s, but | can definitely say it was fun. 


— Dale Sherman 


| learned to read from comic books in 
the late '50s and got hooked on rock and roll 
by The Beatles' first appearance on Ed 
Sullivan. | first heard KISS doing "Nothin' to 
Lose" on my dad's AM car radio. The fats, 
basic rock and roll with high harmonies, 
reminded me of the early Beatles. Since it was 
a dull music period, | got KISS's first album 
and couldn't believe the cover. | wanted to 
combine rock and roll with the comics | wrote 
and drew, and KISS was obviously combing 
comic-book imagery with their rock and roll. 

| saw KISS on their first show at the 
Agora club in Columbus, Ohio, for one dollar 
in October of 1974. It was a great show, just 
incredible. Ace's guitar sound was like a jolt 
of electricity up the spine, and Peter had that 
same kind of big band-influenced style as 
Charlie Watts of The Rolling Stones. KISS 
made other bands seem dull as dirt. | saw 
every tour from the first to the farewell tour 
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except for Crazy Nights, sometimes two or three 
shows per tour. 

| worked for comic fanzines from 1973 on 
and got into KISS fanzines into the early "808. 
Some were The Oath, KISS Forum, Photogenic, 
Hot Shadows, KISS ‘N Time News, Hard Rock 
Report and KISS Hell. | did a full KISS comic book 
for the British KISS Crazy fan club. It teamed 
KISS with The Beatles as superheroes and gave 
Bruce Kulick his own makeup and costume. 

After seeing the KISS fanzine The Oath, 
my friends Dale Sherman, Carlyn Nugent and | 
thought they could be done better, so we did it 
ourselves. In the mid ’80s, we produced two 100- 
page fanzines called Strange Ways; one in "85 
and the next in "86. The first issue covered KISS 
history, and we had all sorts of features, quotes 
and concert and album reviews, plus it was built 
around a novel that Dale Sherman wrote called A 
World Without Heroes. Strange Ways #2 was 
all about the Animalize aloum, tour and 
merchandise. | was shocked when | saw that a 
couple of professional rock magazines and 
fanzines swiped things from those issues. | still 
hear from fans about Strange Ways. It generated 
letters from fans in fourteen different countries. 
Gene Simmons was once quoted in an interview 
in an Italian fanzine saying Strange Ways was the 
best KISS fanzine he’d ever seen. That thrilled all 
of us. Dale Sherman went on to write many rock 
and roll books, and I'm still doing comics. 

KISS fandom was great. For ten years | 
went to KISS conventions in New York, Chicago, 
Cleveland and Atlanta. | developed friendships 
with many fans | wouldn’t have met otherwise. | 
owe a lot of fun, entertainment and friendships to 
KISS over the last 35 years. It's been a blast, and 
| thank everyone involved. 


— Larry Blake 
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I’m the founder of the KISS Underground fan club, the 
longest running U.S. KISS fan club in existence. | started the 
Underground as a young teenager in 1987, with the pure mission 
of, somehow, meeting my childhood idols. Being a fan for as long 
as | could remember, the inspiration for the KISS Underground 
started when | tracked down the number for the KISS offices in 
New York City and called them, boldly asking point blank, “What 
do | need to do to speak to a member from KISS?” Тһе 
receptionist on the other line told me, “KISS only talks to 
magazines.” So then it was clear; | needed to start my own 
magazine. Not any magazine, but an ALL KISS magazine. So in 
an infant stage, the KISS Underground was born, initially entitled 
the KISS Mini-Mag. 

| had no clue what went into making a magazine, or really 
where to begin. So | contacted two of the major KISS fan clubs at 
the time, the KISS Force and the KISS Alliance. The Allin brothers 
(Chris & Andrew from KISS Alliance) and David Snowden and 
Keith Leroux (from the KISS Force, Keith now operates the band's 
Official site, KISSONLINE) were pivotal in helping me get the 
Underground (the then Mini-Mag) started. It was actually the Allin 
brothers who suggested | change the name to the KISS 
Underground, which was apparently a short-lived fan club in the 
"708. They instructed me in how to work with printing shops and 
how to physically construct the skeleton of a newsletter. In 
September of 1987 (coinciding with the band's release of their 
Crazy Nights album), the first issue of the KISS Underground hit 
the streets. 

From 1987-2002, | published 40 issues of the KISS 
Underground to hundreds of KISS fans all over the world. The 
format changed throughout the years, as | went from a 4-page 
newsletter to а 30-40 page full blown “fanzine.” | experimented 
with a "flip-book" format (where there was only print on one side 
of each paper) for some time, as І always hated having to turn 
pages in school, and I figured if a reader wanted to rip out a page 
for a photo or something, they wouldn't have to worry about losing 
what was on the other side. Through trial and error, the KISS 
Underground fanzine became a nice-looking product, as | also 
incorporated full- color covers (which were really expensive at the 
time), having been previously printedsenly in black and white (like 
the interior of the 'zine). While | was aware of the fact that there 
were better and more professional-looking fanzines out there, the 
one thing that no other fanzine could compete with the 
Underground on was. the fact that we had exclusive interviews 
with the (past and present) band members in every issue... 

The first membér of KISS Finterviewed Vae лс 
Carr was my favorite member of tHe Баре ег many years, and 
through the KISS Телі) Че: hadthe opportunity to interview 
Eric many times and established a solid fan/friend relationship with 
him. Eric granted те one-of the few interviews he did after his 
open-heart surgery in 1991» After Eric's death, his family personally 
asked ще to start a petition for KISS to perform a benefit concert 


in Eric'$ memory, as they recognized:the relationship»! had had 
with Eric. | ще 4 » i 4 
| 1 4 "ва the honor to conduct interviews with every member 
ASES either in person, on the telephone or through а Q&A; | 
als@’conductéd interviews withimanys“KISS-related” celebrities, 

lek С ris Lendt, the Demon (КІ! 
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wrestler Dale Torborg) and KISS’s 
keyboard players Gary Corbett and Derek 
Sherinian. In less than one year from the 
inception of the KISS Underground, my 
dream became a reality. In December of 
1987, | met the four members of KISS 
(Gene, Paul, Bruce and Eric Carr) 
backstage in Toronto. It was an amazing 
experience, and | was blown away by how 
personable they were with their fans. On 
top of it, they all knew about the К/55 
Underground, which really blew my mind. 

From that point on, | had the 
pleasure of meeting the entire extended 
KISS family many times over and have 
built friendships with several members of 
the band. The KISS Organization has 
become quite accustomed to me and the 
Underground, as ме been asked to assist 
the band with many promotions, including 
organizing a KISS wedding for a television 
show and providing extras for the Detroit 
Rock City movie. The KISS Underground 
was also involved in bringing the first KISS 
Expo to Buffalo, New York, in 1995 and 
negotiated the deal to have Eric Singer 
make his very first KISS Expo appearance 
(in Buffalo) the following year. In return, 
KISS has acknowledged my efforts and 
thanked the KISS Underground on the Hot 


in the Shade album and in the KISSTORY 


book. They have given me free tickets and 
backstage passes for just about every tour 
and treated me to a free Platinum- 
experience and pre-concert dinner with 
the band in 2004. In addition to meeting 
the guys in the band, I’ve had the pleasure 
to meet many of the behind-the-scenes 
people in the organization, like Bill Aucoin 
and Doc McGhee. | also created a long- 
term friendship with KISS Psycho Circus 
artist, Kevin Conrad. | commissioned 
Kevin to pencil a cover for an issue of the 
KISS Underground, and Kevin also 
included “hidden” KISS Underground 
images in the comic book. 

In 2002, | published my last issue 
of the fanzine. Although my exclusive 
interviews remained the niche for the 
Underground, the main purpose the 
fanzine was created for (aside from my 
personal goals) was to bring the up-to- 
the-minute news to the KISS fans around 
the world. With the Internet emerging as 
such а strong force апа providing 
immediate access to KISS news with a 
click of a button, | could no longer 


compete at that rate of speed. So 
as my last issue was mailed out, 
KISSUNDERGROUND.COM was 
created. For the past seven years, 
l've continued in the tradition of the 
fanzine with my exclusive band 
interviews, covering major KISS 
events апа reviewing KISS 
products and releases, including 
being one of the first media granted 
an interview with Paul Stanley for 
his Live to Win solo album. In 
addition to the Web site, lve 
licensed my interviews for 
magazines around the world, 
including the official KISS 
magazine. While it's uncertain at 
this time what direction the KISS 
Underground will take next, it will 
always be a part of me, along with 
the undying adulation for the 
Hottest Band in the World! 


— John Jeffery 
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GENE SIMMONS: The KISS fanzine culture blossomed іп the late "805. The big wave of fanzines had to do with a generation of KISS fans 
getting to the age where they had the time, money and decication to do it properly. When KISS started, we were called cannibals, Nazis and 
sadomasochists, and our audience was older. After Destroyer, we had a much wider demographic that was attracted to the toys, games and 
our comic book look. All of a sudden, we had three-year-olds who were KISS fans because the visuals were so strong. If you were an eight- 
year-old fan in 1976, in 1986 you were eighteen. You had the wherewithal to express your passion, and some did it by publishing their own 
KISS fanzines. No band has as many fanzines as KISS. The magic of KISS is about more than music, more than a loud rock band playing 
guitars and blowing things up. One explanation as to why there are so many KISS fanzines is the power of our personas. When | read the 
Fantastic Four, | would argue with other comic books fans about which one was the coolest, and somehow you connect with one character 
and not the other. It is ultimately about personas. As KISS began to be more than a band putting out comic books, toys and action figures, 
the superhero side began to take hold. | pushed the comic book aspect of the band. It all goes back to a twelve-year-old kid. We were doing 
a record with Bob Ezrin, and we couldn't figure out what to call the album. Literally, this twelve-year-old kid walked into our business manager's 
office and said, “Why don’t you call it Destroyer?” Once we heard that title, we decided to have a burned city in the background with the band 
in the foreground posed like superheroes. KISS's story is like Greek mythology, where you create a world where there are gods with their own 
special powers as a backdrop, and in this world there sometimes are rivalries, and they fight each other. 
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I’m а 35-year-old KISS fanatic and collector from the New York 
City area whose earliest memories include lip-synching “| Want You” at 
most family functions at the age of four and bringing my official KISS 
lunchbox to school every day in 1978. My older brother was a member 
of the KISS Army, and thus was my initial exposure to the greatest rock 
band of all time. In fact, he actually taped KISS pictures to my baby crib, 
which is why | can say | literally was a fan from birth! 

By 57 grade, all of my friends and even my teachers were well 
aware of my KISS obsession. It was all | could talk about or think about. 
| even wrote a term paper based on my semi-religious experience of 
finally seeing KISS in concert for the first time (Lick It Up tour, 3/9/84, at 
Radio City Music Hall, NYC). But | wanted to do something more 
creative than just scribble KISS logos on every schoolbook | had; so | 
channeled my passion for the band with an entrepreneurial spirit and out 
came the KISS ROCKS Fan Club, with its monthly publication KISS 
ROCKS. In late 1984, this 8-page, black-and-white newsletter debuted 
as one of the earlier KISS fanzines in an underground press that would 
soon expand tremendously. After emptying my piggybank to pay $24 for 
a Classified ad in the back of Circus magazine (with Paul on the cover 
coincidentally), letters from fans everywhere started pouring in, so much 
so that my mail carrier practically forced me to get а РО. Box because 
of the sheer volume —something my parents definitely agreed with when 
they noticed more than a handful of letters had return addresses from 
state correctional facilities. | 

To my utter thrill, within a few years, KISS ROCKS' circulation 
grew to include members in over 25 countries on six continents and all 
50 states. It was so great to get such positive response from other 
fans/subscribers, who often contributed concert reviews, photos, 
artwork and much more to 
give the fanzine the 
“homegrown” quality that 
helped make it special. 
KISS ROCKS was also 
sold in a few used record 
shops in Greenwich Village 
and then featured on a 
local cable TV show, 
which then somehow 
led to the Westchester 


County Chamber of Commerce honoring me 
as “Young Entrepreneur of the Year” in 1986. 
Not bad for a 10-year-old kid with a second- 
hand typewriter and no business plan 
whatsoever! 

But the most meaningful support 
and encouragement actually came from the 
band members themselves; over the years 
l've had the distinct pleasure and honor of 
conducting KISS ROCKS phone interviews 
with Gene Simmons, Eric Carr, Vinnie 
Vincent and Bruce Kulick, as well as having 
met all members of KISS past and present, 
who were always happy to be handed a 
brand-new issue of the newsletter or pose in 
a photo while holding it. | was also extremely 
proud to see KISS ROCKS listed in the thank 
you section of the Hot in the Shade liner 
notes, where many KISS fanzines were 
thanked for their hard work. How very cool 
of our heroes to give us all a genuine shout- 
out like that. 

Although the KISS | ROCKS 
newsletter stopped publishing in 1991 when 
| started college, my seven years of 
publishing were responsible for many of the 
good friends |’ve made along the way, with 
whom | still communicate and buy/sell/trade 
merchandise, primarily through my KISS 
merchandise website www.kissrocks.net, as 
well as at countless KISS Expos nationwide 
since the mid-90s. Over the years | have 
amassed a very sizeable collection of vintage 
KISS memorabilia, yet one of my coolest 
finds was actually when | saw an old copy or 
two of KISS ROCKS listed for sale on eBay 
(and with even a few bidders!). Only then did 
| realize I'd kind of come full circle. 


Га like to thank all of the band members for 
always being so loyal to their fans, and for giving us the 
music, the show and so much more that would make 
people like me passionate enough to want to start a 
newsletter in the first place and shout it to the world. 


ROCKS 


March 1989 


volume 5, No. 3 


291.50 


I’m thrilled to have been рай of this grassroots fanzine culture 
and community that clearly too has its own little place in 
KISSTORY. 


—Jon Rubin 
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Му name is Tryg Smith, and | һауе been а 
KISS fan since | was around eight or nine years old 
(1982-83). | have also always had an interest in media 
and print publishing, and as a teenager in the '80s, 
KISS was the center of my rock and roll universe. No 
one could touch them as far as | was concerned. At 
the age of fourteen, in 1988, | decided to combine my 
two biggest interests: journalism and KISS. It was a 
no-brainer. | was this young kid who was always 
passionate about his interests and took everything 
very seriously. | didn’t do anything half-assed; it was 
all or nothing with me. | decided that | was going to 
publish a fan magazine for KISS, and, come hell or 
high water, | made it happen. 

This was before the age of laser printers, 
Internet and 1-cent photocopies. To produce a 
fanzine in 1988 you used a typewriter...and if you 
were really lucky you might have a Commodore 64 
with a dot matrix printer that did “high-quality” 
double-pass printing. If you had more than two or 
three fonts on your computer...you were a god. So 
to publish a fanzine in 1988, when you were still a 
kid in high school with no job and almost no 
disposable income...this was no small feat. But | 
made it happen. 

| didn’t know the technical means to 

produce mock-ups and paste-up boards...but you 
know what? | figured it out. All | needed was a glue 
stick, exacto knife, a typewriter, a pile of ‘letraset’ 
font sheets and a burning desire to publish a 
fanzine featuring my favorite band, KISS! 

This is probably a common story for most 
of the fanzine publishers of that time. We were all 
young...a lot of us were friends (via international 
post). Remember, this was before e-mails and 
instant Internet access to any piece of information 
you could imagine. 

We were a bunch of kids collectively 
publishing fanzines around the world and 
somehow doing it without anything more than 

postage stamps and photocopiers and the 
occasional long-distance phone call to KISS 
Central...thanks Gilda (Caserta). 

KISS Thunder lasted for three of four 
years (1988-1992), and | published about a 
dozen issues. | had subscribers all over the 
world, and | regularly corresponded, and in 
some cases, partied with numerous other Kiss 
fanzine editors. You can see from the layout of 
KISS Thunder, that | was an impressionable 


New Year’s Eve (1973-1974) at 
Academy of Music, New York City 


Photos by Chuck Pulin 


teenager and very influenced by the look of 
Firehouse Magazine...Ronn (Roxburgh) was a 

very cool dude as far as | was concerned at 
- fourteen years of age. 

Our claim to fame: Kiss Thunder 

received a special thanks in the liner notes of 

Hot in the Shade in 1990, which was a dream 

come true for a sixteen-year-old KISS freak. By 

the year 1990, KISS had acknowledged and 
continually supported K/SS Thunder, | always 
received VIP treatment from the band and spent ! 
many nights backstage during their meet апа 
greets. It was something real special for me as 
a young kid. | remember Eric Carr was especially 
gracious to his young fans. He seemed 
genuinely humbled to be a member of KISS. Out 
of all the members of KISS | had the pleasure of 
meeting, | found Eric to be the most personable 
and genuine. He was a real character, and I'll 

never forget the lengthy telephone conversation | 
| had with him in 1989, only a short time before 

he left us. He knew | was young and somewhat 
intimidated to be speaking with him on the 

phone, but he was gracious and gave me an 
incredible interview with tons of great jokes and 

material for my fanzine. 

It was a great time in my life and 

something real special for a sixteen-year-old 

KISS freak to experience. | remember that time 

fondly. 


Fast forward to 2009 (Epilogue): 


| am still a rock and roll freak (and a 
closet KISS fan...| have all the toys, but they're 
in boxes now). 

| now write and perform in my own 
original band called Electric Magma. Our fifth 
and latest CD release entitled Mudshovel 
actually features a stoner-rock version of “She.” 

| have been a professional graphic 
designer since 1994 and do lots of work with rock 
and roll bands, designing ad mats, concert 
posters, advertisements, CD covers, etc. 

I'm a proud husband and father to a 
lovely sixteen-month-old son who wore his first 
KISS T-shirt when he was six 
months old (he will rock and roll 
all night just like his daddy, and 
he will know the KISS catalogue 
before he can speak). 

I'm looking forward to 
taking my six-year-old nephew 
to his first concert this fall, 
when KISS returns to Canada 
for their fall tour. | 
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The official KISS Army disbanded in 1980 here in the 
States. | felt a void with other fans in hearing about KISS news. 
Their popularity had decreased quite a bit, but | still loved the 
band. | always thought the addition of Eric Carr was great, and 
just the kick in the ass the band needed. | had a subscription to 
a KISS fanzine out of Canada and remember thinking | could 
do that. Just as Creatures of the Night was coming out, | 
decided | wanted to get involved in some fashion, so | started a 
KISS fanzine entitled, the KISS Revolution. 

| had just graduated from high school, was going to 
college and had no money. My dad was one of my biggest 
supporters. He used to take the early copies of the newsletter 
to work and photocopy them for me. 

Subscription was initially $5 for the year —that cost was 
to cover envelopes and postage. Back in March 1984, | 
received a check from Howard Marks for their subscription. 
Imagine how | felt after being a member of the KISS Army from 
1977 until 1980, and then having the band subscribe to a 
newsletter | started for them. 

In 1984, | met a guy out of Worcester, Massachusetts, 
named Keith Leroux (KISS fans know him as the webmaster of 
KISSonline.com and PaulStanley.com). Keith and | decided to 
take our love of KISS and together form the ultimate KISS fan 
club, We called the fan club the KISS Force, which featured the 
newsletter, the KISS Revolution. We put together a fan club 
package that consisted of color and black and white photos, 
biographies, membership card and charter. We took our love 
for the band to the extreme, advertising in magazines like 
Circus, Faces and Hit Parader. 

Keith and | went to many shows together and got to 
meet the band on several occasions. We were the first to have 
each member of the band—past and present at that time— 
contribute to our newsletters with letters and interviews with 
Eric, Bruce, Mark St. John, Ace, Peter and Vinnie Vincent. 

Keith and | were two guys who shared a vision that 
nothing would stop us from delivering the biggest and best fan 
club and newsletter for KISS fans. | remember the first time | 
saw Ace perform live—this was before he officially took off his 
makeup. He did seven gigs at select cities on the East Coast. 
This was before the first album was released—the original 
Frehley’s Comet that consisted of Richie Scarlett (guitar), 
John Regan (bass), Arthur Stead (keyboards), and Anton Fig 
(drums). After the show, | went backstage and walked up to 
George Sewitt (he was Ace’s manager). l'Il never forget the 
first words he said to me: “Who are you and what the fuck 
are you doing here?” | said, "I'm David Snowden. I’ve left 


you several messages, and | want to interview Ace.” He Т. 


told те | had a lot of balls and asked the guys іп the band 
to watch me and not let me go anywhere. About ten 
minutes later George came out of aroom and asked me 
to follow him. He took me into a room with Ace sitting 
in a corner by himself. He introduced me to Ace and 
told him that | wanted to do an interview with him—not 
that day because | was there to meet him and get an 
autograph. That was the attitude and drive that Keith 


| 


апа | had. We weren't shy about what 
we wanted to deliver to the fans. 

A few weeks later George and | 
spoke, and | ended up doing an 
interview with Ace while he was at the 
Power Station in NYC, recording the 
demos for his first record. He had just 
finished recording a scratch vocal for 
“Into the Night.” Later on, George invited 
Keith and me to the Hard Rock Café in 
NYC to have lunch with Ace while he 
donated one of his smoking guitars to 
the Hard Rock. It was a great day; we 
actually met Billy Joel on our way into 
the restaurant. 

Eric Carr was one of the nicest 
people anyone could ever meet. He was 
so kind and always went out of his way 
to hang out with us, write letters for the 
newsletters (which always included the 
word “Fuck”) and make sure we were 
always taken care of. | couldn’t wait to 
get home from college each day to 
check the mail to see what new things 
may have arrived in the mail from fans or 
even the band. Two of the best pieces 
of mail | received were from two other 
fans who had received letters from Eric 
Carr saying that he knew Keith and me 
and that we were great guys. 

Some other great memories 
were coming home and checking my 
answering machine and having Vinnie 
Vincent sing “Happy Birthday” on it to 
me. | used to have all the guys record 
messages for my answering machines — 

my favorite was from Ace. He 
said, “Hi, this is 


Асе Frehley” and started laughing, then said “call 
back later” and finished it with a laugh and “you got 
it" The best memories were seeing the shows —even 
without the makeup, it was still the greatest rock 
show, hanging out with the guys backstage, in the 
hotel bars and hotel rooms with the guys. 

Through the years I’ve done several different 
things involving the band: the K/SS Revolution 
newsletter, The KISS Force Fan Club, official fan 
clubs for Vinnie Vincent, Ace Frehley and Peter Criss, 
plus selling official KISS merchandise, and ! was very 
instrumental in helping Lydia Criss publish her book, 
Sealed with a KISS. It's been 26 years now since | 
first decided | wanted to be involved, and | can say 
it has changed my life— and for the better. 

Starting out with the newsletter, | did all the 
layout by hand—this was way before computers, 
and they were done on a typewriter and then pasted 
up by hand. Having started here, it gave me an 
understanding of the printing business and graphic 
design. Here we are 26 years later, and I'm a 
professional “visual information specialist." | work as 
a graphic designer/programmer/visual specialist for the government now, plus | still maintain a side job of marketing 
and design for several entertainers as well as TV shows and movies. You can't imagine the feeling | get when I walk into 
a store and see my designs on T-shirts, blankets, pillows, mugs and other items. 

My life would have never taken this course had it not been for KISS. | took a love of music and а band and 
made a career out of it. I’m still amazed after all these years when | meet people and they ask if ’m “the KISS guy.” How 
people remember me after all these years just amazes me. A lo of people tell me they still have the newsletters | produced 
and the handwritten letters | sent them and photos of me with them from the shows and my travels over the years. 
People ask me to sign some of the old newsletters, catalogs and Lydia's book for them. It all seems a little odd to me, 
but | also understand it. I’m a fan, and | know what it's like to meet someone involved with an artist you love. 

Other bands can say their fans are the best, and ме done enough official fan clubs for some major artists, and 
І know from experience that no band has fans that can touch KISS fans. They have a love for the band that is 
unparalleled. 


— David Snowden 


GENE SIMMONS: When | put out my own fanzines, | wrote to Stan Lee of Marvel Comics, and he sent me back a postcard 
which said, “You are destined for greatness.” That made a big impression on me and was very inspirational. So later when 
the world of KISS fanzines started, | remembered that and made sure | connected with them on a personal level. | wanted to 


give back. а do interviews with the fanzines, fill out questionnaires, contribute drawings and write handwritten messages. 


PAUL STANLEY: lt was done out of appreciation and as a way of acknowledging some of the editors’ effort and dedication. It 
had a tendency to backfire too. Unfortunately, there are some people who ultimately feel like they’re more than what they 
started out to be. | don’t want to say familiarity breeds contempt, but in a way it does. The idea that you have a direct line to 
the band makes some people feel like they are entitled or owed something. And that’s where, unfortunately, the passion 
becomes poison. But in the best sense for our fans, KISS is something to believe in, something to hold onto, something to 
identify with, and something to champion, so we wanted to give back and take the time to personally get involved on some 
level with the fanzines. o 
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The KISS Emergency Task Force | 


and its fanzine The KISS Files, were 
launched in 1983--coinciding with the 


release of Lick It Up, and the removal of the. 


band's trademark makeup. The final issue 
hit the streets in September 1996, when 


the original band reunited, ending what the.. 


PolyGram Records publicity department 
called а “strong run” as Canada’s largest, 
most important and professional KISS fan 
club and fanzine during the non-makeup. 
years, 

Over those: thirteen incredible, 
KISSable years, the Task Force/KISS Files 
interviewed each member of the band, 
from every era with Peter Criss being the 
one notable exception. The Task 
Force/KISS Files built a strong bond with 
Eric Carr, who through multiple interviews 
and encounters, provided great stories and 
even personal items for contest giveaways. 
| still treasure a glove | was given that was 
worn by Eric while recording 1987's Crazy 
Nights album. Gene Simmons was also 


very supportive of the Task Force, ` 


providing interviews and plenty, of letters. 
Gene obtained most, if nöt all, of the 
Canadian Press and newspaper coveräg,. 
from me for the first KISStory book. 


Reaching out to fans.from coast to coast, myself and the Task 
Force/KISS Files were featured in many newspapers across Canada, 
showcased оп several radio stations in North America, апа covered on 
the Canadian Television networks MuchMusic, CTV and ҮТУ. Тһеге was. 
also an unforgettable private interview with.me.and Vinnie Vincent onthe: 
MuchMusie set, which was videotaped for future broadcast, | р 
Іп 1988, myself and fellow KISS fan Greg Ortbach created 


- Cariadass first KISS Convention in London, Ontario, in 1988, drawing 


thousands of fans from around North America, lt received tremendoús 
media coverage from around the country and made the front page of the 
London Free Press Entertainment Section. The Task Force/KISS Files ` 
were also key in the creation of the KISS Tours magazine. Published in. ` 
1988, | was contacted: by Rock Scene magazine and KISS producer 
Kenny Kerner (the man behind the albums KISS and Hotter Than Hell) to 


_ create the content for the ‘magazine. | was also asked to write a KISS 


concert review, which played опе ш рай of the book ` 
KISStory. | 

; . Му Crazy Nights sss. review, featured in The KISS Tours 
magazine, makes a unique referencë to meeting Егіс Carr out in the 
streets in the dead of Canada’s winter. Eric invited me and my girlfriend 
to stay warn in the hotel with him. This Story is recalled in the comic book 


- section of the ¡KISStory book where the band Аш Eric’s kindness 


and love of life. 
The KISS Files and: its accompanying fan club built the 


"foundation of a strong career for myself i in media and communications in 


Canada. Today I'm currently working іп the communications field in ` 
Vancouver, British: Columbia, and Pm the producer and host of a hard 
fach, А ‘dio. program. -broadcast on several radio stations across Canada. 


—Dan Savoie ` 
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= The KISS Assault Force € 


After becoming a full-fledged KISS addict during the Asylum era | went 
on a mission to meet my heroes. | discovered a great KISS fanzine called KISS 
Rocks, which quickly became my inspiration to start my own fanzine. At the time 
| was in junior high, and KISS seemed larger than life, so it was my goal to meet 
them in person. 

Though originally called K/SS Allegiance, my fanzine name quickly was changed to The Kiss Assault Force (as 
in an Army assaulting you). This was way before the days of Photoshop and desktop publishing. | had a beat-up 
typewriter and would photocopy my issues one by one. Many hours were spent typing, going to printers for photo half- 
tones and making the best of my abilities to produce something great. 

Through many personal struggles | managed to make my dream a reality. On May 8th, 1990, | met Gene 
Simmons, Paul Stanley, Bruce Kulick and Eric Carr for the first time. Eric was especially gracious, and his death was 
very, very hard. The Hot in the Shade era was an amazing time to be a KISS fan, especially with “Forever” exploding. 

After my mother's death and the passing of Eric Carr, | was without inspiration to maintain the fanzine. | was 
unhappy with Gene and Paul for the way they handled the passing of Eric Carr. At the same time | didn't realize the 
position they must have been in. My love for KISS never died, and | am a lifelong fan. | have the Chikara symbol tattooed 
on my arm as a tribute to Eric and the greatest band America has ever produced. | take pride that | was a part of 
something great, if even on the smallest of levels. To me their music is the soundtrack to my life, and I'd have it no other 
way. 

Through this experience | made an amazing and dear friend, Gilda Caserta (who ran the KISS Company 
sanctioned KISS Central). | am now a guitarist and an ASCAP songwriter because of KISS. It was my experience with 
the fanzine that fuels me to push myself to fulfill my dreams at any cost. | will forever be a KISS fan. KISS isn’t a novelty 
or just a band to me, they are a part of me, and | take great pride in my love for the guys (all of the members past and 
present). | learned a great deal because of my fanzine. Most importantly...if you really want something you can make it 
a reality. Dreams do come true! 


— Rob Benjamin 


Photos from Gene Simmons Collection 


Photos by Joe Lancia {courtesy о! Gene Simmons) 
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| became a KISS 
fan at age eight in 1979, 
after being mesmerized by 
the posters апа the 

KISS Alive! album at a 
neighbors place. The 
band was so visual | was 
hooked at first sight 
and started collecting 
everything | could get 
my hands оп shortly 
thereafter. 
| saw my first 
concert in Toronto at 
Maple Leaf Gardens on the Asylum tour, and | was 
lucky to get backstage on their return visit to Toronto for 
the Crazy Nights Tour. The following year, | was fortunate 
enough to meet up with Gene Simmons while he was in 
Toronto promoting House of Lords—the first act signed 
to Simmons Records. It was that same year | decided to 
create Dark Light magazine—a quarterly KISS fanzine that 
would combine news, exclusive features, and a tip of the 
hat to the '70s era. At that time KISS info was scarce, 
and | was sure there were other fans that were hungry for 
info on the band. 

Putting together a quarterly fanzine was a labour 
of love —especially without the aid of modern- day 
computers; however, it taught me a lot about graphic 
design and the printing industry. One day while checking 
the PO Box, I was thrilled to receive a personal letter from 
Gene Simmons on official KISS letterhead that stated, 
“well written — you make us proud.” 

From day one | received great feedback on the 
‘zine; however, three months between issues seemed like 
a long time— especially for info-starved KISS fans, so | 
decided to launch 

KISS Exciter—the world's first (and only) monthly 
KISS newsletter. The band was very hands-on with the 
fanzine culture at the time, and we were fortunate to get 
regular input from band members through questionnaires. 
We even conducted several exclusive telephone 
interviews with Eric Carr, Gene Simmons, Bruce Kulick, 
Eric Singer, Peter Criss, and Bob Ezrin. 

As the fan club gained momentum through 
memberships and grassroots marketing (handing out 
flyers at concerts and record shows), | decided to 

pplement it with a free, 24-hour, KISS-information 
lephone hotline that would feature the latest news, and 
often personal messages from band members. | was 17 


Dark light Magazine (ca: 1988-1992 
KISS Exciter (салада) 1939-1995 


years old at the time, and that telephone and cassette tape 
answering machine would ring off the hook at all hours! 

Montreal-based Patrick DeMontigny joined the 
team in 1992, and we had KISS tour coverage all sealed up 
from Detroit to Montreal—in addition to the exclusive Hot in 
the Shade Tour coverage in California. 

In April of 1992, | was invited down to the PolyGram 
Records office in Toronto to preview the Revenge album, 
and | pitched them the idea of KISS DAY to coincide with 
the band's upcoming club tour appearance at the Phoenix 
Concert Theatre. A Revenge listening party was also held 
the same day at a nearby club, and T-shirts were given away 
with "I heard it first" —a slogan | came up with, printed on 
the back. | was also presented with a Revenge denim jacket 
for my efforts by PolyGram. 

The KISS Exciter team worked hard to promote 
KISS in Canada and also put together fan events such as 
listing parties, and KISSTERIA—the Canada KISS 
Convention held in London, Ontario, in 1990, 1991, 1992, 
1993, and 1994 as well as two in Montreal in the 1990s. | 
was thrilled in 1993, when all Canadian copies of the K/SS 
Alive Ill CD had the KISS Exciter hotline printed on the CD 
case, and | received the ultimate honour when | was 
presented with a gold album award for KISS Alive Ill —which 
today proudly hangs in my office. 


— Greg J. Ortbach 


KISS Slams | 
Rolling Stone! 


I’m the president of the NZKISS Fan Club, which | started in 1997 
after KISS played in Auckland on the Reunion Tour. After that concert, | just 
wanted more of KISS and wanted to be in contact with other fans from 
New Zealand, and twelve years later we are still going strong. 

| first got into KISS back in 1979 while on a school camp. On the 
last night at camp we all had to put on a bit of a show, and four of the guys 
found some wigs and did a lip-sync performance of “l Was Made for Lovin’ 
You.” | didn’t know about KISS at that time, but | enjoyed the song and the 
performance. But it wasn’t until a couple of months later, when | saw KISS 
onthe music TV show, Ready to Roll, doing the same song, and it just blew 
me away, and from that day forth | have been a huge KISS fan. 

| started the NZKISS ARMY fanzine in August 1998, and it ran for 
just over five years. Unfortunately | had to stop publishing it because of a 
job change, and | didn’t have the time to put into doing the mag properly. 
With some awesome help from my wife, we put out a magazine every 
month and finished in Dec 2003 with issue #65. It was a blast putting out 
a fanzine, and | had subscribers from not only New Zealand but also 
Australia and a couple from the USA and Europe. 

It was a basic magazine that | did from home оп my computer, and 
at the time many of the people who subscribed didn't have computers, so 
they loved getting their monthly KISS news updates. 

Being a KISS fan is awesome and seeing KISS live in Auckland in 
1980 for the first time was just fantastic! But the best moment for me was 
when KISS came back to New Zealand to play at the Rock2Wtgn festival 
in 2008. My good mate Krys and | got to meet KISS and had our photo 
taken with them. It was an awesome feeling seeing them walk into a room 
in full makeup, something | will never forget. 

Running the NZKISS Fan Club has been great, and | look forward 
to doing it for many years to come, and | would just like to take the 
opportunity to say a big thanks to all those that support the NZKISS Fan 
Club. 


. - Anthony Меге 
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focusing more on tour programs, magazines, T-shirts and posters. Like many other KISS fans of the day, my friends 

and | put on the makeup. Not only that, but we started a KISS tribute band in 1979! The only difference is that we 

didn’t play our instruments. Yup, we were original “Air Guitar Heroes"! We called ourselves, “KISS II" and we held what 
we called “KISS Mime Acts” in our neighborhood for the younger kids. 

| started collecting KISS memorabilia in 1990. | continue to attend KISS 

conventions to sell older stuff. | stopped publishing KiSSaholics because | felt that 


been a highlight of my life! 


—Gary Conn 
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Тһе 
Musical 


Perhaps some of you hav 
heard of The Elder-The Musical, but very 
lew have actually seen ıt The reason 1 
simple; the play was to he performed only 
for residents of Athens, Wisconsin - that 
is. until June 6-7, 1997. The play was 
composed in the Spring of "96 hy Donley 
Niskanen, a memher of “Cruz”, a local 
rock gronp and Choir Director for Athens 

К High School. The musical play 15 bused 
on KISS’ “Elder” album and successfully 

! attempts 10 expand on the story by adding 

| dozens of new characters, as well as some 
24 new songs inspired by the orginal 11 

} sangs from “The Elder”. 


| 
| 
| 


Eventually, KISS was contacted and gave their blessing to the | 
project requesting video copies of the performances. Initially, the musical 
played for 4 shows at the Athens High School gymnasium ("that’s a big 
word "-Paul Stanley). Ihe group was contacted hy an Alahama DJ. who 
suggested the group come to Nashville’s Tennessee Performing Arts 
Center for 3 more shows. Plans were made to bring 1/3rd ol the huge set 


and the cast and erew which totals around 71 people, mostly high school | 
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the classic KISS collecting was beginning to wane, and that’s what | was into. | 
have lots of fond memories and good friends until today. Being a KISS fan has 
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AFL FOOTBALL START 
Garry Hocking talks | 
to us stout Kiss 


! had the opportunity to meet Donley (director riter) before the show and he introduced me 
to twa of the leads, Josh Zenner (Acrick) 
and Kate Weiler (Gwyn) who were gri- 
cious enough to give me the hackground 
on the group's "Odyssey" "1 didn't even 
know al (alhum) existed before this”. said 
Josh м по plays “Aerch. the boy" named 
И aner Ine Carr. "A lot of people didn't 
understand п, but now ats like, "Oh. 
yeah! ^. said Kate 


Watching the group prepare 
shaw ıt was clear that сусгуо! 
into” the show and | qnichls 
that their enthusiasm for the show was 
с of the pro- 


The sc 
duction im every area was staggermg con 
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rubbing of on me 


topl produc- 
but it’s sad at 
ed Josh, “It could 


sidering 


this was 
gal tc 


The Court Jester, “ЯК” (KISS backwards) 


Ше ми 
be the last time we perlon the show 7 


nly visual that reminded 
din black leather and 


‘The shaw was extremely well done by mgh school stindards. The 
reat KISS was the outward appearance of the evil Mr Blackwell, who was dress 
ins, and his court jester who wore à 

SS-style makeup remmiscent of the 
wer ol Hotter Thay Hell. The high 

hts af the show to me were the haitle 
ene wih Blackwell and all of the occa- 
$ ng the vriginal KISS 


Ут 
ich e acting and singing were both 
it and average. Some of the cast, most 


ably В”. had great singing voles 
ule others seemed to concentrate marc 
on the acung. Allin all, | fonnd the 
production, which lasted over two hours, 
to he very entertunng. Perhaps we'll see 
more of "The Elder" m the future 


Convention #1 


Los Aneres, СА. 6/17/95 


Gene and Paul He said that he did 
hang out with them al umes, and 
recalled how ће would go to a 
movie ог something with Paul who 
was a big rock stas, but could 
remain anonymous due to the fact 
that no one knew what he looked 
like without make-up 

As KISS has been saying, cach 
Konvention will include special 
events (weddings, guests. eic.) 
specific to thal сау. In Los Angeles 
we were treated to a VERY special 
guest. None other than the Catman 
himself — Peter Criss! The format 
was a Question & Answer 


by Joe Fortunato (Гопопе ао! com) 


Sure, perhaps I'm giving in to hyperbole when Í say thal few events in history have been so cagerly 
anticipated or so monumental ly important as the one that look place on June 17, 1995 їп Los Angeles, Cahfornia. 
Masses of loyal followers descended from all over Ihe country to witness the dawning of what would soon become а 
traveling entertainment circus, Jumbenng across the land gathering an army of followers and frightening the 
unintiated, The army ın question is known as the KISS Army The event was the first Official U.S. KISS 
Konvention, honoring the hottest band in the land... KISS! 

| attended the Konvention with several fellow KISS fans from the KISSARMY computer mailing list. Symposium where Peter sat on stage 
We arnved al the Burbank Hilton Convention Center at 10 Обала and took our place іп line for the 12:00 noon $ at a table alongside other members 
starting ime At that point, there were aboul 20 people in line ahead of us, but the length grew considerably shortly of the panel and took questions from 
thereafter | was told by our fnends іп Australia lo get there early, and this was very helpful information as i does the audience (1 thought it was 
take time to check names and hand out passes at the door Besides, waiting in line was actually ким of lun, as KISS funny that ће had a nameplate in front of hum identifying him as ' Peter Crua' as if we all didn't know who he wast) 
fans from the arca gut to meet each other, share stones, and trade collectibles before the doors even opened. | was The panel was moderated by an editor from Metal Edge Magazine and also included Michael James Jackson and 


Y EN A ñ Kenny Kerner, both af whom have produced KISS albums during the band's career 95% of all the questions were 
Ë 1 bl some y 

also lucky enough to pick up several mint condition Marvel KISS comic books at a very reasonable price from санк Каш. E ШЧ е ЕГ dus way ел the салу of d Қы. 
enterpnsing youngsters who were selling them to folks as they waited in linc. E 


KISS. louked v and rela: made the comment that he looked better and healthier now than he ди 
The organizers were late in opening the doors, and they didn't start admitting us until about 12 20. Pu ү NE а үш a forthcoming with his answers, and even admitted he didn't know ' 
Alka the полива още а ha claw! did annaar in oc telatively стока Бо They choked my name off a master lid, exactly what tracks he played on during the ‘Dynasty’ ‘ and “Unmasked” 
pw immediately went By now, the room was filling up, and those who had staked oul a place near the stage didn't dare leave 
ем prine real estate unattended In anticipation of KISS, 1 worked пту way forward until | was about 15 yards 
from the stage, but 1 couldn't get closer than that since | had left my front row place after the clinics 10 go look at 
more of the exhibits, Sull, 1 was happy, as it was by far much closer and more intimate than a regular concert settmg 
could ever he 
The wait wasn' long. and soon the moment occurred thal all 1000 of us in attendance had been wasting 
for — the arrival of KISS! The boys walked onto the stage as the fans stood and cheered wildly They each took a 
seat on the four chairs waiting on stage, and from lefl to пр were Gene, Eric, Paul and Bruce The crowd was still 
cheenng when Gene asked us all to take a seat on the floor so everyone could вос It took a moment or two, but soon 
we all obliged and the feeling was that of being a kid and sitting in a living room listening with rept attention as our 
elders told stones. As the Q&A session began, people started randomly shouting and waving their hands 10 gain the 
* пу thereafler, several roadies 
jons in а more orderly fashion if 
ел, but if was much better 
the band, but m all, st was 
their love of KISS (* You 
ranged the gamut from the 
obscure quenes. My own 
make-up days, when you were 
у on or come ОВ?" The 
ing Gene laughed and 
He echoed Gene, but added, 
ass!''. We all got a beg laugh 


to Ше dealer tables, to 
peruse the vanous KISS 
merchandise and 
collectibles for sale and 
wade 1 was disap- 
pointed en the small 
number of dealers at the 
show 1 suppose thus 
was because KISS was 
limiting the goods 10 
"official" merchandise, 
thus preventing the sale 
of boutleg videos and 
records Sull, 1 expected 
a whole convention hall 
filled wath tables of 
merchandise, where, ın 
reality, there were only 
about 10-15 tables 
They included 
commercial companies and private individuals. Some of the commercial nems availeble included vinyl copies 

of Revenge" and " Alive ПР”, ımgınal artwork, KISS KLASSICS comic books, Convention souvenirs, and 
KISS CDs from Tower Records that the were Lo be signed by the band and then sent to your home The private 
tables included any number ol collectibles, tour books, posters, etc 1 finally got my long-awaited KISS 
lunchbox and a complete set of bubble gum cards, One guy was selling a Pinball Machine, hut it was not 
physically present al his booth 

Another very cool booth featured a computer generated photo shoot thal would superimpose your 
picture “on stage" with KISS, ot on the cover of "Kiss My Ass" for a very reasonable 510. Much hike similar 
booths al malls and fairs that put your head on the bodies of celebrities, this one enabled vou to sing or p% 
guitar alongside KISS, or sit al the ‘‘dumer table’ in the praying position with the "KISS family" on ° "Каз 
My Ass А friend of пиле took а picture of himself on stage with the band and planned on using ts for 
Christmas cards this year (or should | зау KISSmas cards!) 

After [bought my таша! round of goods, | took the stuff oul lo my car Another advantage to 


Al thal point. Gene asked us uf we wanted to continue with our questions or have them play some 
tunes, Without hesitaling. we all choose the latter, and the band went off stage for а moment, grabbed their 
guilars as Ene look 10 a drum kit, and returned 10 thei seats on stage. Once again, the requests for songs gol a 
bit unruly as 1000 fans cach shouled out for therr favorite bine Little did | Know earlier ın the day when | 
passed out neon flyers advertising my weekly KISS radio show in Los Angeles. that I would play a small, but 
importam role m the unplugged set. As it tumed out, hundreds of fans pulled out the flyers | had given them, 
wrote their request on the back, and tried to get the band to read them like placards. 1 felt pretty cool about that, 
though ıromcally enough, | had nothing left to wrrte my requests on! 

Nevertheless, I was lucky enough to hear my main requests, * Gotn' Blind' and ' "Nothing То 
Lose'* (more on that m a minute), The complete set was as follows; Comin’ Home, Ruck Bottom, Plaster 
Caster, C'mon And Love Ме, Domino, Do Ya Love Me, Baby Driver (just an excerpt), World Without 
Heroes, Shandi, Сон’ Blind , Got To Choose, Sec You Tonight (Gene's solo album), Love Her АН I Can 
(excerpt), Goodbye (Paul's solo album), Hard Luck Woman (with Peter on vocals!!'), Nothing To Lose (Enc 
on lead vocals; Peter on vocal fills and back-up vocals), Take Me, Calling Dr Love, Camp Town Raves/ 
Winchester Cathedral (by The Sir Douglas Quintet It was Just an excerpt, but very funny) and | Still Love 
You 


the unplugged session We 


1007 We all cheered the 
с request .” He then told us to 
y cool moment thal really 


Without ө doubt, the highlight of the day (and by nself worth the $100 admission) was Peter taking 
the stage with the band for the first ume in 15 years for '' Hard Luck отпал" and" Nothing To Lose'' Gene 
had mentioned earlier that they had a big surprise for us, though with Peter m allendance, И was hardly a secret 
as In what the "surprise" was It truly was a magie moment when Peul and Gene waved Peter on stage and 
amving early was getüng a good parking spot, as | went out to my car MANY times during the day, to drop ой then look іштік embracing the Caiman. Peter sat next to Gene with a Lambounme tn his hand and the two of 
stuff, get cameras, ete, Next I went around to look at the 20 mannequins dressed in original and reconstructed them shared a microphone Real or not, there seemed 10 be genuine affection and synergy between Peter, Paul 
KISS costumes They were encased in Plexiglas and represented most of the different custumes of the make-up and Gene, |! was also very gracious 
ста and some from beyond. 1t was interesting lo see them up close and realize how shoddy some of them really 4 of Peter to sing back-up lo Егіс 
were despite what yuu see In photographs. Some looked like they could have belonged to tribute bands I was d Singer, and (un my opinion) very 
also а little disappointed thal Ace's Dynasty costume, and Gene's Destroyer costume with the scaled snake "У appropnate fo allow Егіс to stay 
boots were not on display, as they were always my favorites Scattered among the costumes were various ^ a ] ‘behind his drum Kit. Whether tus 
gutass, Peter's druin ka, мәс Carr's loms, and other items of note, including Peter's make up Кп. and Paul's = E: a was а glimpse of potential future 
Firehouse’‘ has In another room, there were other items from KISS' personal collection, including severs! З collaboration between Peter and his 
walls of magazine covers featuring the band; orginal stage designs, original lyric sheets, and concert posters { old mates remains lo be seen, bul 11 
There was also a large алау of KISS toys and collectibles. Many of the items, we've seen before, like the i ы f certainty was an important moment 
lunchbox, dolls, “Оп Tour‘ game, ete. However, there were also a lot of other, more obscure items, and it was in KISStory! 
also cool to see so many things all in one place 4 E r Afer the unplugged set and 

For the first few hours, archival footage of the band (concerts, Tom Snyder interview, etc ) played оп [ à š mini-reuruon, the room was still 
Iwo large video screens thal Hanked the stage Right from the beginning there were a few people staking out 4 buzzing, Gene then told everyone 
spots in front for when the live festivilies began. f 3 that hey would stay and sign 

А! about 3 09, Eric Singer took the stage for lus drum chine H was an intonate affair, as many ` ашоруарће for as long as we 
lolks were still looking al the displays, etc. И really amounted to more of a povale Q&A with Enc instead of a wanted The band remained on 
formal рис", though Еле ted to steer the questions to a more musical nature Не then played to a tape lo аре as fans rushed forward and 
show us lus stuff He was very accommodatmg. | asked hum, as the newest member of the band, if he ever felt thrust thew albums and collectihles 


like ће was competing with the band's legendary past He said no, as the past would only bother hum if he let it xt Jé. i ( toward the guys. IL looked as 

bother him This was felling. especielly m light of the fact thal just several hours later, he would share the same » і : though n was not gomg to go 

stage with former drummer Peter Cnss aP и г smoothly until the fire marshal took 
After Enc sons huded is drum ы Bruce followed suit with his guitar сте Ц was structured the š t. the mic and implored everyone to 

same as Enc’s, m tha’ ' Es e с Cc җа rug 1 4 1 relax and not push forward or he 


dmim track | asked | would have to close down the event. 


И The Alive II 
Error Copy 


By Thomas J. Shannon 


COLLECTOR'S CORNER 
FAN IN ол 


Name: Rick Reese 
Place of Origin: Indiana, USA 


The Holy Grail 


errar сору. You may have passed over it in a 
n at а flea market, or you may unknowingly have a 
nur collection as you read these worda. 1% may have 


а си ner or it may not, What 3t will have is a back cover 
with a different cong listing than appears on the vinyl or 
any other regular copy | see photo 1. "Take Ме", "Hooligan^, 

E SE КАШ "bo You Lave Ме’. 1f ітеке titles are listed on the ines ota 

ears сору of Alive 11 16 signifies that you have found the Holy 
Grail ol Kiss album collecting. How better to describe 
HOW LONG HAVE YOU COLLECTED KISS MERCHANDISE ? allegedly Ihe rarest Kiss vinyl collectable 1n existence, 


ee 
Meine and realities 
ыт 18 PAVOURITE К155 ІТЕМ? 


niy love my sempit RoE И P tein gi ibn Other than the баск cover the album ıs identical to any other 
de ЕЕ Е a DEO = copy, The three additional songs when coupled with the reat 
of the album represent the intended version of the albums 
content. It was determined that the album would suffer 
audibly 14 it were compressed to include the songs so they 
were dropped. То my knowledge no vinyl was ever pressed to 
¡epresent the altered lormat, Allegedly only an extremely 
small number at these copies exist, I have had one reliable 
source quot n s 
Ti YOUR KI88 COLLECTION, WHAT ITEMS WOULD YOU CONSIDER TO ВЕ YOUB MOST OBSCURB OR RARE? Sore ЖЕБЕ ESTE у NO UE S 
ost, obscure itom would be the red satin jacket, from the 1978 PAUL STANE logical a ent would lollow that Gene would not have any 
F tt aber v reasan to remember such travial matters. On the other hand 
filly would sound like a standard test pressing quantity, Му 
qut leeling 15 that this original version was intended to 
be only а test run and somehow escaped the garbage can. 


arker/pc 


(pictured tert: Bick Reese with only 2% of nis collection.) 


Market Value 


THO 13 YOUR FAVOURITE кав MEMBER AND waw 1 ance saw this error copy described in a price guide as the 
2 my Infatnation with HIBS, I was = to а nut, I still | да! presence, single rarest piece of kiss vinyl in existence with a value 
at as y > с у throughout the 80's, о! #100. An argument against this valuation 18 not hard to 
tt up и ог Lhat mount. Any number of collectors have gladly paid more than 
LEE OHNE. атыса 4500 for Kiss vinyl that was produced in greater numbers than 
wo» Dips Ie error copy. "The Originals 11"? Forget it. You can lind 
Yafty c ж of it before you will find one of the error 
TOURS HAVE YOU SEEN KISS LIVE? ‘alive Regardless of how many copies were produced many 
20 tour kiss collectors acknowledge the error copy as the rarest. 
Market logic dictates that 1f an item is sought after and 15 
ЕЕ О the rarest of its type it should be among E EX 
г uos One copy sold in 1993 tor &2BO at auction, and the buyer was 
8 YOUR OPINION OF ERIC AND BRUCE LEAVING THE BAND? grateful to get ıt. Based on ınlormatıon compiled on the 
mee Bruce was a part of KISS for over 10 year album a value at this time of less than 8300 can not be 
қ justitied. 


In the 


YOUR PETION ABOUT THE ORIGINAL BAND SETTING, BACK AGAIN? 
that my kids coul 1 made sure they didi 


Rink is lecklng ler e mint төрү of Ihe rare Auıtralion rompitotlos "THE KISS SINGLES. 

He Is ойо Јао ту lor the icecream wroppers ond Icecream kox ні Ihat coma avi diam 

[australia in 1980. Н you have any al these items please wi 
Rick Roose, 202 Elm Drive 
Coavlngtan ІН, 47932 U.S.A 


Taking ıts place among the greats 


Ihe only way we as kiss collectors can have this Truly 

sal album version documented in regular collector books, 

әуе 11 tate ats place among the truly valuable albums in 

emiutence ıs to communicate, It would not be ап exaggeration 

То claim this album 15 rarer and should uttimately be 
wable as Ihe Beatles “Yesterday and loday' |81500 -810000) 
Bob Dylans Тһе Freewheelin Bob Dylan’ [$2000 ~ $3000], 
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1990 Street Values (Mint eondlelan): 


Уеси 


з 


1996 Stree! Values (міні сова: 
Version 1 (Pr белесті 
Veron | (резуль 


* Ораолоі 


anid Paul fn the Creatures prens 
all about Beacause 1 Lhlnk 
ple began to think ve vere 
Terent directi put ve really weren't going t 


ay Like that,” 


KISSTORY кез same etc 
lo Los Angeles (Paul's 
1 0 1 в Included: 
° 
This vas tn be the first 1 ove 
that did nat conlaln an Ac Jane 


Creatures of the Night 


by Gary conn Jr. 
new trac n Killers, а production. The album ма. 


Ace 


and, In July of 16: 
Porsche 


ріскей up more lead var than usu. 
jdfn tracks, P , 6 4 now Killers 
tracks} was аз 1 ПП the да vas Adam HIL 
friend, Vincent 55 faus no Ides that whal tu 
hearing мало: nik matter -Greatures hit 
вле The KISS fan base began ta grow and, like the early days, 
vas апу largely made up of Leenage fans. 


а pinch 
leaving tho 


atisfled with the direction n£ the band sinci 


Peter had left, The Spaceman had developed в nubs 

problem and becoar quite reclublve 

der were recorded avay fra 
УШ remember the К15 

explanat fon. 


n Ношуупон 


Лаба and 


t for Cahok 


enefit concer 


1 ached vhy they меге embacklog on a tour with the 
svored, "To hel vith the bad 


i 


indeed, many changes vere quickly taking plac 
der/presldent well Bogart had ua 

ger BIL Aucoin hud severed tles 

si falluze of The Elder, С E 


Gene а 
whether ar not 
Ace half-jokls 

The audle: 


the hot nev, KISS-Enfluenced, heavy metal acts 
scene, KISS had been везу from the stateside sotal 
almost 3 years and they nad а lot of catching up to 


8 November nav 
ordad several, 
һе ‘I Love lt 


and 
slack and 


jene gave 


ille Love 


it mad e 
4 boy had 


our, Paul pinchad a nerve in his 
fire iluld and had 
ing, Ace's ab 
vas doln 


i Егіс Carr's fl 5. 
had been the Studlo 

5 at the Falladlum, just 

erent, Егіс мощ reputt such 
lbum vere Ша favorites. 


Kiss: Nashv 


eager for the неу fans L et the recent p. pepe cete 
setlist did sin any from 1 156 whom shows от 
ç j ее һу groups ol tallgiouy 
y 4 nel etets, lina derided 14 


nd. TEHEATURES* aclla. 
1 be іі Crestures of the Might 
185 eii Detroit Rock City 

сола Gin 

Calling Dr. Love 

1 Want You 


©сарпеа py y 


و 
retur Red‏ 


И 1 Love It Loud 


| гапз ei 


јода е 


Ficehouse 
мат Hachine 

Love Gun 

God of Thunder 

T ЗЕ Love You 

Shout It Out Loud 
Black Diamond 

Strattor 

Rock snd Roll AU Sight 
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О ала. 
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4 24 path ее 
озге 


Ж 
эден wie 


эме, 


145 ја 


Unfortunately, attendsnce vas around 50-75% of capacity, but 
the one thing KIAS couldn't have counted on vos the controveray 
caused by the protesters they encountered outside several of thelr 
shove, KISS vere accused of being devil vorohipers 
protesters in МвапуШе, Nev York state, Chattan 
Rock, among others. Gene even cowmentod that th! 
actually helping the tour, but even that couldn't 
vhich ended 2 months early. 


oasanraea а, 


сиса а z, 
ne y 


ntoverny was 
save the tour 


Perhaps the most importsnt date of the U.S. tour va» the Fat 
Tuesday eve shov at the Нем Orlea dome, KIBE even held a 
press conference іп New Orlesns bef 
Tumours, Not only vas this the first thee Y) 
Orleans, bot It vas the second time they had bre 


i Hm Е 
ЖатаһаПа af Mardi Gras 79 vas the first, bu S6 appe А < 
се strike. sliver coins vern alver 
they have bocoae populer 
à 5 В OT C 


vas cancelled due to а P 
commanorate the Superdoee = d 
көгін stews (moe thi» issue's Spotligll Өлі. 
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with a_new concert theme: war 
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Pick Guide 


1975-1983 


Back 


Pick color: Bone White/Opaque Intprint color: Black 

Thickness: Standard Medium 

Known bootleg: No 

Notes: The first official KISS pick No Раш ог Ace Street value: $ 60-80 са. 


1976-77 Destroyer (?/Rock and Roll Ovas Tour 


Back 


Pick color: Bone Whnte'Opaque Imprint color: Black 
| Тысьпевз; Standard Medium 
Kaown bootleg: Yes, on semi-transparent material Street value: $ 65-70 ca, 


Pick colur: Bone White/Opaque Imprint color: Black 
Thickness: Standard Medium 


Known bootleg: Yes, imprint can be removed easily, 
Notes: Ace seems lo be mast common. Street value: $ 25-40 сэ. 


1982-83 Creatures Tour 


1975-1983 


| 
| 
KISS GUITAR PICKS | 


by Gary Conn Jr. 


| The KISS Gultar picks зле «ome ol my very favarile KISS kollectibles, While purting together І 
a complete v ls one ol ie tomshca Kelletblechalinges, I 11 wll very чабул. Unlike | | 
most of the опет KISS Kollecilbler аш there, she KISS picks hare been bootlegged Ilopelully 
ts article can help yau svold the hootlegs and complete yout own puck kollection { 


Imprimed фиат picks have been around fat decades, KISS wasnı Ihe first band to use these 
type of picks, but they have done И more consistently than mosi bands, The Лем pleks were 
very plain, but with Ihe 80% came more elaboute colors and designs wliich you'll hear about 
In 


Identifying Bootlegs 


The first thing thal will give away а boodes pick is the prin! quality. Compare а pick to the 


| 

ones shawn on the following pages, If be Imprint on a given pick is considerably ticker, | 1977-78 Love Guo Tour 
' 
1 


пач be а bootleg, Often, а Боойеждет will take ап octual pick and use Ihe original Imprhti as 
| Back 


the guide 10 make the bootlegs. 11 is usually necessary for them ro “beef up” the signature In 
| Pick color: Bone White/Opaque Imprial color: Black 


Ве sure 10 check the mateta] o pick is made of. И should maich exactly what we have listed 
Anoıheı glveaway fs tlie thickness ol $ pick. All KISS picks have always been “medium! In. 
thickness They ıhnuld be somewhar flezihle, not too hard but nol 19 вой ейт. if you ate in 
doube, check yout ather KISS picks they shovid all be boul ihe same Anoihel bootleg 

| * mistake” thal 1 have seen 15 the Impiint printed sideways oo the pich These are usually on a 


This Ace pick їз possibly from the 1982 
promo lour for "Creatures", but it 15 also. 
possible thal it was used on the 1980 
“Unmasked” tour insicad 


colored, transparent malenal with a metallic Imprint. KISS picks жетс never рунде on elther 
transparent material of wilh rdeways pilana І 


оте тэ get the machine 1o piini them Another thing thal | have noticed with Ihe biark Im 
printed bootlegs, le ihai you can lick the pick and rub li nad cause the Imprint [0 тип just like 

Thickness: Standard Medium 
Known bootleg: No 


Ink on paper, An original will not Ju lis. 
Notes: Тһе Ist aulograph picks. Paul seems to be the rarest. Ace is most common. 


¡Sircel value: 5 50-65 са. | 


Pick color: Milky White'Semi-transparent 
Thickness: Standard Medium 


Knows bootleg: Possibly Genc and Vinnie. 
| Street value: $ 25-35 со. Ace silver: 540-60 


imprint color: Silver 


j am very interested in hearing from vou readers abour which picks you have In your kollec: 
von 1 would appreciate anyone who is willing to make a photocopy ol the picks that you 
have and send! lı to me for possible inclusion In the oex issue. There were far more 801 and 
905 picks ihan 703 and | have heard of a few of hese which | hare aoi усеп. 11 is always 
Imenilon ro be ax concise and complete 25 possible, bul this ume 1 seed you help. So please, 


send those copies In as soon a1 you can, 


show later thal nighil Wa were ozclied beyond words Wo decided lo go have dinner looked our way II was amazing This tima when they “А World Without | 
There on the studio lot Wa lunod a comer Го leave and there was KISS walking our did оси maka the sama mistake. Then the show was over as KISS howed 
way! “Hey guys , Gene sald raising his hand lo wave. My friend immedialety ran up to members. 

| “Fridays” Ihem asking lor aulographa Gene axd, "Noi nghi now, we're In a hurry Maybe laler | 


— — —s—snn o ----- 一 一 一 — -- m 
f wo were [hero 10 ace KISS. They Ihan gave us backstage partes and tickets to Ihe | playing Jus! lor us as Iney pointed al us. Paul would pout and pound тір 


on 


f Then Enc said, Wo ге going upalajrs to watch a playback ol Iha rehearzal ~ Then they 


January 15, 1982 LU 


Аз soon as they wera off camera, we lollowsd 25 many Fan; 
KISS Inst went up Io Gene who had been my idol since lor 7 years. Ae) 
тү paper, ha peeved down 21 me and asked me what | thought ol iha shox | 
{mat they were great and that а dream had come thal forme Gene кН 
| meeting the lans." Jual sa ha had said thel the giri белі to me dropped her Из 
тшге ol Gene and п shattered, Gene lezned down to help her pick up the pese 
picked up Ihe photo and said, ‘What a great picture ol the monster” She sai 
1 you to have и Gena * Gene thanked har and handed Н lo his bodyguard. "Nos 
1 somalhing lor you.” he zaid, На lold the bodyguard to get a camera "eL и pç 
1 photo logalhel”, Gene said. As the guard began taking Iha pholo Gene began 
hla longue out licking her mouth. "Oh my God", abe screamed, 1 m тшт 
could tell hat ahe had loved every minuta of It, She just couldn’) боба thal! 
| тол hed given her a kiss [hol sha wouid never forgel. Tha photo was taken. 
began lo scream and ery In disbeliel Gene handed her the Polaro pheta an 
| back lo me to ask whan the show would be on TV. | told him, "Tonight! He в 
1 


by John Nicolary 


Ihsyo bean о KISS lan since 1978, so when my hend asked mo Il | wanted 
lo [ry and gol Iickets lo ses the taping ol Fıldoys wiih KISS, I 014, Ol course! Wa 
wen! Io a large bullding In Hollywood, Thoy lota na they anly had пере Lor Iho dioss 
rohenrsal, which was good enough lor un Wo arrived back al Iho studio al aboul 2 
p.m and тета won alieady a long line. As wa alod In line KISS niacager, ВШ Aucoin 
walked by Aboul Ihirty minulas pessod and Па walked by us sgain, | said, ` Hoy Bil, 
sto Ihoy going lo play?” Ho 1о#9 us Ihey would bo playing three songs 


YES, THERE [5 A 
“CALLING DR. LOVE” 
SINGLE! 


WHEN MAION TOP-FORTY RADIO STATIONS THROUGHOUT 
IME COUNTRY 00 OW AN ALBUM CUT AND CET OVERWHELI 


RESPONSE, THO RECORD COMPANY TO 
a DATA! БОН Ei MEW, KISS SING! 


Evenluniy we gol In ond got ошт seats. which were ofi lo Gene's side Wo 
£21 walling 01 KISS and Than ıl was ште KISS launchedinio The Dalh^ They see ua 
and acknowledge us immedialoly | lteakog out! Hore | am [ual а ew егі away trom 
Inom and Geno та looking пори at me. Пей like! was In a dream state (numb). Аһет a 
low aomowhal boring skits KISS rstumad la play Á World Wilhaul Marcos” I had 
never sean Gene sing о ballad valora Il waw kind of weud. bul пісе Then ай ol Ina 
sudden, when [hoy get la tha виде 11901 pelore Paul's solo Gena makes a big mis: 
fake Evoryona noliced IL By Ihe look on nis lace Gana did loo А short lime Ішін Ihay 
played | , which was very loud nnd rocked пола 


replied, “1 have 10 gel back to Ihe hotel room во | can cee 7 He sald geo 
everyone and he was gone. | then approached Ace, whe was in conversion’ 
саз! member -Gien show Ace”. Isard, He looked st me semewhal әлеті 
neves seen me batore m his ble. Не reluctantly sad, Thanks” This Confused: 
suppose he had been drinking thal day as he was still holding on to his Bape 


Then | saw Erte Carr atonding alone by his bodyguard. Аз | sopros 
was surprised lo find that | was teles than him | told him how graal I though 
and how axcited | was [hat ha was In KISS. He thanked me and ugned an sa 
Не Ibon turned and whispered something lo hia guard, The guard Мей momen 

1 relumad with а рай ol drumslicks and bags land | do mean BAGST of quitar 
| then asked whal albums | Иксд the best ond 111 playod an Inetroment Лов 
} Ploved gullar Ha seid, Nove give up, ! never gave up and look what реп 


Bataio we knew II Ihe Iohearsal was over and ovaryono was lesving Iho 
fludlo. Му budely Enid lo ma, "Lol € try lo hong oul әз long ns wo ean until wo gol 
Wicked oul” 1 ogreed, Ten minules pask and someone пот Ihe саз! approaches un 


In ing | , с пи а: 
gis Inovahl ther wens caning lo на lula a, писна а SE cami We ware a ШИе disappoinied, bol ati! gies lo hove talked Io Ihem, Wo stood 


round Io a few seconds os Ihe playback began playing aver Ihe aludlo monitors. Wa 

decided to sli down ond wolch Ihe playback. Including Gene $ miatoko which msde us 

laugh again As wo wore leaving, Ace came oul with his bodyguard They sal down In 

the seals In froni ol ма Ace hed а beer In а paper cup. | waa trying lo Ihınk of somo- 

thing lo say lo him that wouldn'l sound stupid. Ace lurned around and said, "Hey, do 

you guys wan! my 3ulogeaph? ' and he algned au Иске! alubs Wo asked him about 

Pater and he said ho was doing well He naked us whai we though! aboul Егіс Carr Wo | 
D 
1 


| Paul then camo up and said, "Wa gotta leave”. | turned lo Pau and 
| loid hen we though! Eric ‘hichod ава“ Ace replied “Ұзап, һе dows kick ana" Wa con- 


quye sounded гей” He replied, Thanks, man” Егіс thanked me lor comi 
taping and said Ва hoped to «ee me again. | swear Егіс was зо sincere, О б 
aerih. He made me leal like friend. Не knew exactly how te treat his lang, 


Vll always remember that дау for the resi of my 010. That nipi mee 
and stayed up lo tee Ihe show on TY, | wes asheusted, but | had to stayla Î 
ell on ТУ whan bay showed the audience. 100. То Ihle day when I watch ihe 
ol Iho show, N seems за НП was only yesterday 


- Hn 


linves talking to Асе sboul guitars. ampa and hia now daughter , Monique 


Then Paul walks oul woaring a purple robe over his costume, bul he sila a 
good distance away пот us | gol «p enough nerve to go over and (я lo him Holding 
my pen and раро!, | said, “I don | maan lo balhaı you bul...” "You dida 1 do anything lo 
bolher та, ol cousa you сеп hava my autograph ` | thankad him and quie!ly relumad 
lo my seat. By this ma, my Папа la now willing naxi lo Aco, Tha aclars hom "Fridays" | 
wera beginning to go over a ski Thoy ware practicing Ihis part whe 1o » quy comen 

| flying down over a wire, kind ol lixo Gona did on Ihe "Oynasiy” tour, Ace bagan Пн» | 


KISS without makeup (circa 1981) 


NA! 


Ing ol Iho top ol hie lungs На couldn't «1ор! Everyone Irom tho Fildays cael begon lo 

lma at Aco as И ho мото crazy. l'm telling уон Ace couid nol ba quist His bodyguard 
$ lol him ihai ha had boier slop. Shortly after this, Inoy oid us Inat Inay waro leaving 
and thal [hey would «ee ua later Wo hen left lor dinner. 


| 
| 
| 


| Алса! » ' 
y White запа In the studio cafoluria we spotted ВШ ил. We walled иго he 
L 1976 Billbaard Ad | was finished and then got his zulograph Then it was show Lime! Wa sal preiiy much In 22? KISS Passport Photos 227 
== cem 一 一 一 -一 一 一 一 一 一 L the same spol we had боса In carier, KISS played, but thia time we liti Пме KISS waa — === = 


"Neil Ворот. whos produced. more hits than Hershey Наз candy bars, was 
recently for un ост thas would break in hes new Casablanca [abd wrth 

Не certainly found that vi KISS, а Gotham foursome whose мада how introduces Ihe ero 
wf Power Glitter They like in dras up, weur overuse Platform heels, уллу! and frost Iin? 
har, and they're os professional as they are colorful" 


Ала I ihe only person who wonders If hus writer had even seen a picrare of the 1974 
KISS, от was И an eier photo of iben "New York Dolli’ look? 


` The Ultimate | 
KISS Tribute Band? 


{ REVIEW 
Setlist cag canna 
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Snow these 


ШКМ will not 


| эмнеп 


e татудет cuts (except three сы 


d have wolted umili brid-Pebruasy 10 Black Diemnnd 


ZA 1 Alice In Chains opened ihe show and | 1137 
а were pres he Appsrenilv KISS 40 09 ате с 
| HARO coco е | Речсе ha » ishing ма 
i "д Е | King of tha Nighttime World d n 
| Do You Love М» Aare . Я 
| | Calling Dr. Love н “ FREEDON Нац, 
4 Cold біп nave LOUISVILLE KENI иск. 1 Е 
| gains Love Gun s и каймэ ДЕБ сак Juk 38-1596 7 а ҮЧҮМ 
! d Shout It Out Loud { ge Е 
i У masa ye In Flrehoure’ аз the siçens 
i Watchin’ You "тош па noes ат, Раш busied so Iceman for е A 
2% | Firehouse { алан сору ol h god gulrar far “New Yere nee hat. he ne mard OD 
Шы. | = E 
|| 3 Gene, Paol amt и 1 fiet rone ra 25 f. 
| apes с d Shack Me CERE Act ко on actualy pled sunward ntl die ЧОЛ EE 
i е reared on severa геси E nd che crowd, ен 
„ка woe KISSuhollcs know, XI " KISS on record was for поя, on E TA Rack Bottom 
then 21 yea recording carcer, The Ara appe К ed by Warner Brothers Record cae, OS | | ine 
аланы die ll an my thal we have seen a copy o Í God Of Thunder 
ee ce tabel wnh KISS on I? | [| drum solo | 
a aring ol Lo Leaders айыға i New York Groove 
апу 705, Warnes BION! ает) by exsatlihed, аз well аз | Let Ме Go, Rock and Roll 
| аа maps of esposi «cord promotional | 100.000 Years 
5 200 [posa pe included) vy mall order only. 1 3 Other artists apneannz on Hard Goods, | 2 
E E i ‹ ior, Mnt RE TOIT | Rock and Roll Ай Night 
of he ven ven available eı ihe time The lines Dukes, The Talbot Brothers, Foghat, Van Morrison, Chunky Мом ш Ere, Deep Purple. 
KISS appeared on Hard Goods’ on ot he ten мн NTE pd for 1974 Th ent ) Prank Zappa, Todd Aunsigren, Bob бесі, Steeleye Span, The Marshall Tucker Gand, encores: 
| жоме thal the "Hard Goods” sampler ve ЕШ ol vinyl. KISS sealed Dalbisa, Greg Altman, Nell Young and Grahum Nath, Denver Вос and Johnson, Мал D Rack е 
Ihe asenion бе his may be KISS Ana РР Е Тасе go on co y hat Price, Seuh and Crafts, Terry Melcher, Leo Sayer, The Beach Noys, Robln Trawer, and etrait Rack Clty vase Er 
3 55", was released on Pebrumy В. 1974 Тһе T jes) are al curently І Dooley Wilson, Bath See 
y | wonder though | Warner ВТ would Some Impressive Iabehmases 10 be sure, but Casablanca would strike aul on thelr own | Ed 

pier nl 197% Delore Ше end ol the year! As for re value ol "Hard Gecds', Г have heard Irom a Š Waya 

_ ее om ihe album Nh 9001 KISS" (Yer, the one collector ol these sampler albumo that 11 Iı wanh 820, however | have seen и priced from дө ОА a 
SENE bree да ШЫ ig he Ki $$ соп spend ns (s me (along 510 $100. И the seller has no Idea Ihiar KISS appears on the record, ¡hen che price | en 
ай я Тине. The notes deseribin А decreases 

| vio tance president Мей һорап м h does K 


ten thrown In, an Y 
tet beck pround vocals 1 ean? bean them, hring him api 


i fom pointe (Stage performance): 


Ою тот great with в mle 


OCI Rage pet formas 7 
everything u мын Не ШВА stay in character, 


лү Prope, such aa уне cas ohen он Ма around so айели 
k, perhaj 


ligh 


al Jigsaw Puzzles № 


ћу kurs Can Jr. 


your wandering how | can ШІ e page about KISS jigsaw puz: 
wandailng thai mysell, sa haro goes nothing As always, 


йоз and “street values” an ail of the puzzias. Ono Interest- 

hal | have discavered while callacting KISS puzzias 15 Ihal -一 ии = == Е. 1 i Reunion G P" 

BS puzzles. tor exampla, actually have 204 plecos. Batoro Destroyer Love Gun Gene Simmons-solo |. Year at „2219 Albums Year al ae i 
ы ЫНАН СЕНИ Мез ане 1977 | Yea» otreieaso 1878 Year al Release: 1978 Monutaciurei: SunaQut Manufacturei. SunsOut 

nulaciuver, АРС Мапиіпсішег АРС Manufacture». Мал Bradley Мопшастигег Millon Bradley Ub at pincas 50029 Numbor af pieces. 1000+? 

puzzles ars actually Initially manutactured without tha Number of pleces. 204 Number at plecaa 204 Number a! pleces, 204 Number at piacos' 204 Val 10-15 Street Уай 4 

| preset dia cuts Ihe pieces aho» tha cardboard Із In position Stree! Value. 535-50 |5нем Malo, FAR 540-55 Streat Value. E 40-55 Streel Value.. UT T Sweat Value... .510- E ü 

өзі a! tha alder jigsaw puzzlas used dies with pleces In 1 - - = = =s 

ged harironially and verticaily Wilh tha 70'a “Destroyer” & А Р — 


Мез loc exempla, thore are 17 pieces рез horizontal row and 
перса row. So, IF you do tha math, 12 x 17-204. Thal's haw 
204 places. Pretty coat, huh? 


ough! KISS puzzles мат poople who would азу. “t haa 200 
| оета that I guess came vom anothar puzzto oi "liis 

[ге caunted 200 pieces . Of course you can see that bolh 

гоп. | once had the bright Idaa to buy KISS puzzias with 

with the idea that | would bo abla ta make а complete puzzle 

Incompleta puzzles - WRONG! Apperenily, mare than опе 

ова on the KISS puzzles which meana thal tha pieces are 

chungosbie. ff you want lo make sure a 70's KISS puzzle la | 


подићи. 


ly be wondering why t call the individual band membsı puz- 


buzzies. The reason |5 that the photos used on these puzzlos м 
lolo album promo photos which wore also used on the KISS a 7 E 
tha 70'a Since | havon't opened my 90's puzzles, | can't teil | в 
Reunion Group #2 

them bul Lam assuming, perhaps Incorrecly that they alao к: q " Year ol relonse, 1897 Yaar of iolpasa: 1998 (tantativo) 
Е bed = ү ЊЕ Moyes one ot | Paul Stanley-solo | | Desirover 1 Rock 4 Roll Over Manufacture: SunsQul Manufacturer: SunaOut 
BERI s may Se allanlıy diffrent than | Year ot ralanse: 1978 Your ot Releaso; 1978 | Yous ot rolenae: 1997 Year ot Roleasa. 1997 Budell pieces: 100047 илм als жин, 
een Manulaciur Milton Bradley Manutaci ure: Millon Bradley Мапшәсішеі: SunsOul Manutacturor: SunsQul пов! Value... бөөн ا‎ ERE 

Number of pieces: 204 Number of piecos: 204 Митро ol places: 500+7 Number of pieces: 500+? Ë 

Sireot Valuo... 5340-55 Streat Valuo. 54055 | Staal Valua, 2505 Street Valuo , Е 

= 1 


O'Connor. O'Connor was assigned Io palnt what would become the pinball 
"backgiosa", with Ihe understanding that the members of KISS would have 
final approval on all tho gamo's artwork. 


By May of 1978, KISS had begun production walk on thelr first and 
only ТУ movio, "KISS Meels The Phantom Ol The Park’ al Magic Mountain 
пото park In Callfornla which, Ironically, was owned by Solly. The backglass 
artwork had jusi been complaled by Kevin O'Connor Lee Filedman again 
called Tom Niaman for another meeting, this lime al Magic Mountaln during Ihe 
shooting of “KISS Mes!s The Phantom". 


an, Peler & Раш Farin 


KISS Myr. Bill Aucun Gene, Риџ), Асе, Tam № 
meet Мне Mountain Theme Park ta apprise the Білімі! Buches. | 


Tom Nieman, Leo Friedman end Paul Farla arrivad at Ihe park with the 
| artwork While It was а aunny day in most of California, the Magic Mountain 
hills ware a БИ nippy that dey Leo opened the trunk of hla car and handed 
Tom Ма own allvar KISS jackal and thoy ware off lo meol the hand KISS re- 
fused lo moot them without thali makeup, ao aftor a short wait Tom, Lee end 
Paul ware allowed to coma Into KISS trallo and show tho artwork While the 

PROVIDES INSTANT PLAYER APPEAL E ¡aacilons were ganarally poaltiva, Gena seemed to hava the most objactlona to 
Taca ari прави wan ct KISS tap tor ira ay путь. tha artwork. Accoiding Io Poul Faris, Gana Simmons indicated that he looked 
pe анат deii ann Doerr OLY ga теда. "raalty smal!” and promptly stood up and declared, “But I'm e blg mant". KISS 
QS practical ep рне. m guiterist/singer Paul Stanley Indicated that he wanted Io have his muscles built 

s up more lo took, according lo artisi Kevin O'Connor, “того heroic". In os- 

зепса, the bend wanted the artwork lo portray thom әз the large: Ihan lito au- 
perhoroes thoy had been In the flı st Marvel KISS сатіс book. Tom, Lee and 
Paul nqieod to make tho chenges and loft to gel resume Iha project 


t is not on the 
зе added sticker.) 


_ 


oo Neil Bogart | ; у A. ЖЖ) qu = 
BB HE oe Core are making seme great, өзіні | š — р 3: 1 wam 10 lake a chance 16 put some bullshit rumors 10 тоа! here 
4 3 4 à. E ‘Theres some who tel thal ifie book, conventions and what else Ix 


mores. Would It ba cole te «xy this is the strongest the Sand 
Indleallve of a band whos winding down and ready to quit. Alea 


Hen In some time? E vi ү |" Г 
= ers * егу L 5 es Paul la mellowing because hes "married with children‘. | 
суол: rt left War Y. inuéd ı | tn Па 


I KS рыя. The more you know wi you're done In ihe pas tha mata i d hve i 

where уво should be heading ra the fumare. Our рая связ a buge Е 

|| aad we Вай то come ro veram. with che fact that Irs something ко be pro 
be. xe Ther із ow shadow Wher need «а до 
Fung persiste ішіне u five on Beween Юи > 
Е парады a dem due ve не you familiar with KISS Army online? 
"ines the Берта ef the tend. As far wi what the bend в and how 
a no Only us W 19 іе биш. 


yeah, we're a part of America On Line (AOL). 1 dunk the fir 
Ера first response was “How do 1 know It's you?” and | said “You 
were you guys complerely happy with Kies My Aps? dont beliese* thats how Ше ts, Tm for anything thal gives» 
ground and the more we con be a part of lı Ihe beer Tt 
In was something that we speni a good year purting to; 
ог Sume Temple Река, ras really coal sul chat belonged оп the album BUSS conventions for he last ten years and we jom felt thal 1 
|” of reasons, пылу polities and business which hax по place in music, Itt у whan they really want and what they really deserve the с 
р жы thar didnt make re 1 Мае to кау chat устга have 1a bt piexzed with do that Is us. Ms our archives [hal everybody wants 10 sce 
E NM ен ion re Han arm around wil pom their ing KISS museum that’s moving from city to eity.. за Its 
roue eese бе ни ver Selanne revs ine day. The idea b 10 have everyone walk away spenl, е 
Шу Irsıhe kinds дэу where every Гал who's gone Наз said 
sk Did yuu iry 10 get Input from Асе and Peter? 


J: Mow crazy In tho Gene of today ax opposed 10 the Gene 10 years 
аро? 


sion. | x 
с бетпе lahi and thing 
u like they 
te Mt d fret 
inild or a 
(hing 


"sz тете what was missing Бесеу IL. Scart of the w 


J: U seems Пие having а wile із one nf the smortes1 moves a band i 
| could make these dayr 


обие 1 yer? 


Imahe iteru w 


kinda glad when 1 heard about ihe ticket price t p 
that keeps the purixi ideal as well. 


d че ге Ronna be work on tm afin 


1 we кєй and ecwnally weis 
Al Tet that out but We like 10 
paper so vo зреле. (Toby 1 


well you know го be ћете putting ни ihing together wi | 
p. When you figure that you can spend $75 bucks to hear 


hin aus ee тіру тоя niab 


and a half rell you how grex It 1s lo be back, ro spend a In 1 
о Қож Въз аре ром а ра as o | ‚№ 3: 1 have a couple more stupid Ние циеэНоля | know in Küsstory à 
ү challenge for ws thal we wen 10 continue 10 become sb ас ing o1 album ез? хауз that Erie Carr нит piny drums on a couple of tracks (ос The 
ДЕ our fans what we chink су want and what we think they a р er 
s ugh for us 10 br a band, a band In the sense thai we do alb: d ers шеа Never бос jen whith вар 
e hope that our next album le yonna floor people because | е aee а Е Duci bir ll ef TOL | MM UE x | 
writing and rewriting We Ihin at this роци It's just gom ШЕ cunt es! ne ae ih s , 
, Something everyone will be neal pleased with. Ar the J: When does h look like ifie new alium gonna Mich? rumenis, попа с play 1 
ме wanna operare on so many other levels | (№ ВИ 
те I would hawa 10 say Clolamos Weve been миля for wli | ' 
w there was a problem In the past with bootlegs in. Really who! happened w fly cume In wart | y mich you Wich ү { 
а wtaff at conventions. Was that anther ro Info тоел! най | hin vong were In a Вн цените, We ni do ouu ец when we ir 
a foe of ny son just weten me o prem ai dies и damn доо мири өшін 
Е honen with yourself bout, | ilank we Шу and ме fave 100 er г 
Mi lera pur 1i this way It somebody was signing youi name t | is ро, eder s eue or Mt Eun vm 5 а red У Whatever happened io Ше KISS Jer? 
Š want those алде to be ele! as guod or beset than inem тал! эсте dos thay anymore. Зо you hove 10 up ihe ame arid make a grear album | of loring krie and @ruce sing? P: The Patt Am one? Yeah, Ir mubalil sl 
ie you wouldn't want somebody using your пате Well, ll тшш ai 
ps we take the mos pride iq іе our name Por people 10 Ihr ss < UEM ___ Kec X Г T ME 
f to make questionable money al |. T > < Е лупа. hall t 
well Imentioned as some of them ate, maybe they dont Fe. же - жЕ па = пе м бое ane Ma nl |4 ШЕТІ 
ital of what Ihis could Бе We can help by us daing П and getting ЖИЕ cei sew te tawa 5 
the ques пана Te 
Š 


Jı In ies atyla along the name lines as Revenge? 


hoto: 


г 


Tu int If welghiier [have ro шу heavier’ because 10 пот people Ih 
you're tuming yout amp up Beaute an amp goes up 10 `11` doesm тея 
nat Ihe мї 1 mü) mann powrrful 


еі тер ист утлы lor ve 


inte avaro varied. Irs pure 


Jı Gene had menitoned осе being kind of a 'prychedelle bent to 117 


ake и 


трасе uy 10 Make ne 


РА Yeah, some of 1 hay bi 
Tnmaed ol АЙ rhe lat 


J) KISS вит about 10 ао Irendy, correct? 


Tm all for whar going op right сити but за ош 
f what poes ил ts beraus 


| 
| 
id 


Тіліп ге Ци of capt walking around. 
dû luce years про 


СА, 


Ж 


o 7 к 
бш с E 2% 


GENE SIMMONS: In a very real way we 
learned more about KISS from the 
fans than anywhere else. They knew 
things about us that we didn’t know 
about ourselves. What they told us in 
the fanzines and what we learned 
from them in their discourse is there 
із по one point of view and their voice 
has to be heard because it's relevant 
and comes from, а place of caring, 
passion and loyalty. They care so 
much about KISS that they paint their 
Cars with our faces. They tattoo their 
bodies and they play in tribute bands. 
They create Web sites about the 

band. There's even а KISS tree, ‚They 
put on KISS conventions, which are 
all fan- -generated. . ‚One interesting 
thing about the KISS fanzines is that 
we. learned that things we didn't think 
were collectible оғ important were SO 
important that some. of the fanzines 
wrote scholarly. articles about then. 
Every дау we wake up and make up ` 
the rules for what KISS |в, what it 
means and where it's going. There is 
no rulebook for KISS. But it’s more 
than fair. to: say we're not.the only 
ones deciding where KISS goes. We 
do listen. to our fans. We even joke 
that they! re. the bosses, апа we just 
work here. j 


GENE SIMMONS: In the early days, Га 

get so wrapped up in the show that I'd 

get lost being up onstage. Someone ` ` 

from a fanzine once asked me, “Have 

you even done anything onstage you 

don’t remember doing that someone 

may have construed as being insane?" 

1 said, “No, I’m in total control.” And ч 

. then he зад, “Well, what about the m d | 
time you were chewing on the side of y 
the sound monitor, and уой ripped off 
a piece of wood and it was sticking 
out of your mouth?” | said, "I didn't do 
that," and he showed me a photo. 

-. this day, | don't remember doing that. 

. You then realize that thé. people doing 
the fanzines are looking at you from а 
point of view that the mass media - 
doesn't. The fanzines reminded me - 
about. ihe things that happened 
naturally to us. In a very real way, the = i 4 J 
fans are like our drill sergeants or our | P 

1 


coaches. They tell us stuff that we're 
not aware of because we're too busy 
_ doing it, and they keep us on the track . w 
_ they think we should be taking. And “Ты 
it's different for different fanzines, but 
it's a point of view we don't hear from к 
magazines. А mass-market music ~ 
magazine night, review a show, but z ^ 
5 
ж 


Lo 


they donit have а vested emotional е. 
interest like : а" fanzine. There's no i 
vested” ‘interest because they don't 

care, but the KISS fanzines invest their ` : 
whole being into their work. · | 


Кез. Ил гъ г rn. 


Photos courtesy of Gene Simmons 


Гуе been а KISS fan since '75. | 
had originally been into Alice Cooper, but 
seeing KISS in the UK music papers, such 
as Sounds, NME, and Melody Maker, | was 
immediately taken by the band’s image, 
which came across very well back then in 
the b/w music papers of the day. | was soon 
collecting everything | could get my hands 
on—impon LPs, import singles, cuttings, 
and posters (which were rarer to find back 
then). KISS weren’t very well Known over 
here, promotion was very poor, and from a 
cult status point of view... THEY WERE MY 
BAND. 

Over the ensuing years, | continued 
to collect, and | made contacts/friends all 
over the world. | subscribed to many 
fanzines myself, finding information therein 
that wasn’t common knowledge or available 
anywhere else. Then in the summer of '88, | 
decided to get more involved and offered 
my services to various editors to distribute 
their fanzines in the UK, in order to spread 
the “gospel.” Fans over here were being 
starved of KISS news, and | felt people 
would order from a UK address rather than 
risk sending monies abroad, However, in 
1990, | was continually harassed and 
finally persuaded by my very close friend, 


Kiss Renegades 
(U к.) 1001-1994 


Stuart Crocker, to harness our passion for all things 
KISS and use my contacts, and our collections, to put 
our own fanzine together, and between us KISS 
Renegades was born. 

KISS Renegades was aimed at the more die- 
hard KISS fanatic and serious collector. We looked at 
all things collectible, such as tour books, promo items, 
LP inserts, rare vinyl, rare adverts, discographies, rare 
magazines, rare merchandise, etc. from all over the 
world, as opposed to other fanzines that filled their 
pages with crossword puzzles, your favorite “top ten” 
tracks, and photos you'd seen a hundred times before. 
We didn’t want to “kiss ass,” but to treat the Renegade 
readership to a fresh alternative approach to the KISS 
spectrum. We aimed to cover a diverse cross section 
of topics, targeted particularly at the more adept KISS 
fan, and to look at all KISS topics no matter how 
controversial from an adult fans-forum point of view, but 
to also sometimes add a wicked sense of humor. 

We did 13 issues between 1991 and 1993, 
and we designed and did all our own artwork for our 
logos, which received a lot of acclaim as well as 
fantastic feedback from fans and other fanzine editors 
alike. However, the rise of the Internet made it 
increasingly difficult to compete with this wealth/source 
of information, even though fans liked to use our 
magazine for reference when collecting. 


—Ross Humphreys 
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All typing (including the errors), editing, translations, layout, design, articles and everything else to make 
the fanzine a reality: Michel Banen (Yes, | did the whole fanzine completely on my own!) 

How | became a fan: In 1980, at the age of seven, | saw a Gene Simmons poster in a pop-magazine, 
Hitkrant, and was amazed by the complete visual appearance. Later | found photos of Gene with three more similarly 
stunning-looking appearances, collectively called KISS. Then | heard “Sure Know Something” and was hooked. 

Why a Kiss fan club: To satisfy my appetite for all things KISS that was actually becoming an unhealthy 
“addiction.” With a fan club, | had a legitimate excuse to be busy with my KISS hobby and satisfy my need for news 
and merchandise. The fanzine also filled the gap of there being no other KISS fan club in the Netherlands. 


Dutch KISS fan club history: 

1. The Dutch KISS Army (ended 1982) 

2. KISS Explorer Army (never officially ended but last issue released in 1989) 
3, Dutch Firehouse Magazine (only lasted 9 issues, ended circa 1990) 

4. KISS Chikara Magazine (1991-2001, 33 issues released) 

5. Number of members: 200+ at the fanzine's peak 


Highlights: 
1. Issues 5, 7 and 8 were seen in the K/SStory book with the Kiss Chikara being mentioned in the 
credits 


2. Being mentioned in two Metal Edge KISS Specials (Reunion tour and Psycho Circus specials) 

3. Having my photo taken with the 1992 line up (my most memorable KISS experience) and meeting 
members past and present over the years 

4. Receiving written permission for the fan club from Gene Simmons on January 20th 1992 

5. Starting with issue #18, the original lineup had reunited, so although never expected, | was now 
running a fan club for the original band! Fanzine highlights: 

6. #5-# 11 had full-color covers 

7. #12-# 33 were digitally printed on glossy paper 

8. #18 was the Reunion special and was released five days after Donnington with my photos and reviews 
from that event (1 attended the press conference) 

= 9. #25 came with the official Ace Frehley promo poster, thanks to Gibson who provided the posters. 

10. # 26 had a double-image poster that came with 3-D glasses provided by cosmetic brand AXE. 

When looking through the green lens you saw the closed Psycho Circus curtain and the fan club 

logo. When looking through the red lens you saw the Psycho Circus faces and the members’ 

autographs. 

11. #27 had a full-color reprint of the Dodger Stadium 3-D advertisement. 

12. # 28 featured photos that were ALL made by myself on the European tour (| had photo passes for 

the shows in Brussels and Utrecht) 

‚ #32 featured 2 pull-out full color KISS photos 

14. All questionnaires and written messages received from Paul, Gene, Bruce, Eric Singer, Mark Su 

John, Peter Criss, Ace Frehley and Vinnie Vincent over the years. 

15. Interviewing Eric Singer and Bruce Kulick (several times) 

16. KISS Chikara Magazine was the first fanzine to feature reviews of KISS Bootleg CDs in an ongoing 

feature called “The KISS bootleg CD catalogue,” which was quickly copied by other fanzines. 

17. The fan club released two Bootleg CD catalogue special magazines and a KISS Dictionary written 
by UK fan Stephen Rees. 

18. The fan club released a fake April Fools Day press release that left Bruce Kulick confused and that 
even Gene mentioned in an interview later that year. Only one reader was seriously pissed off and 
instantly canceled his membership. All other people had a good laugh about it which was the true 
intention of it... 


Although many fanzines popped up over the years, most of them disappeared without a trace leaving the 
(paying) members disappointed. So when KISS announced the Farewell tour | announced closing down the fanzine 
in issue #31. Members could then only renew for the next three issues, so all memberships would simultaneously 
run out with issue #34 that never happened. 

It was getting harder and harder to put together an interesting fanzine. With Peter being replaced by Eric 
Singer in Peter's outfit and makeup, my loyalty had come to an end. You have to be 100% dedicated to run a full- 


Пет 


time fan club while having a full-time job as well. Doing the fanzine cost me money, since | offered way more іп quality 
and extras then the membership fee would cover. But that was okay since ! loved doing it all so much. 

The fan club’s Web site closed down on April 27, 2001. Since | received permission for the fanzine from Gene 
on Paul's birthday іп 1992, | decided to end it all on Ace's birthday in 2001. 


— Michel Banen 
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<i>. Clown White 
Al» (England) 1999-2000 


| became a fan of KISS in 1984. | was at school, and we had to 
keep silent in class for an hour. In that class | sat with my friend, and 
he’d been a big KISS fan since 1978. He'd always raved about KISS, 
and | knew they were his favorite band. | noticed during our sponsored 
silence that he was listening to some KISS tapes on his Walkman. We 
weren't allowed to speak, so under my breath | whispered in his ear, 
“Can | have a listen?” He played me three songs. The first was “Love 
Gun” and it absolutely blew me away. | never heard music that was so 
powerful but at the same time full of melody, and that changed the 
course of my life. A week later | bought my very KISS cassette, which 
was the Love Gun aloum. 

| had been working at a newspaper called Loot, апа "а just been 
fired from there in 1998, so | made the decision to be self-employed. | 
was working with my father and his friend on a UK basketball magazine 
and doing the design and the layout. The magazine ended prematurely 
after one issue. | was twiddling my thumbs, thinking, what do | want to 
do? Since the "96 KISS reunion, | got back into the band and 
remembered how passionate Ра been about their music and their image. 
| decided to start a KISS magazine. | wanted to do something that was 
a lot higher quality than the other fanzines. | knew | would not be able to 
make a lot of money from Clown White, but | knew if | did it well there 
were enough fans who would purchase it. Even though it wouldn't make 
me a millionaire, | knew | could make enough money to keep it going. 
And | kept it going for five issues, from 1999 to the summer of 2000. I'd 
always been a fan of magazine layout and how it looked. With Clown 
White | wanted to create a magazine with very, very powerful artistic 
visual images that really leapt off the page. In a way | wanted to create 
something as visually exciting as the band themselves. As for the title of 
the magazine | wanted to come up with something quirky. | knew that 
the makeup they used was called “clown white,” and when | 
remembered that, | thought, wow, that’s a cool name and the rest is 
KISStory. | was able to do two extensive interviews with members of 
KISS; first | did an hour interview with Paul Stanley and then | did an 
interview with Gene Simmons. Prior to that interview, Gene left a 
message on my answer phone. | came into my apartment with a friend 
and listened to my messages, and then | heard the voice, “Hi, Deno, this 
is Gene Simmons.” | absolutely freaked out! He was calling to do an 
interview, but | wasn’t home. Weeks later, at four о” clock in the morning, 
the phone rang, and | just knew it had to be him. | was already prepared 
with my tape recorder, and we did the interview then. 

My favorite personal KISS memory was meeting the band in June 
2000, at the Air Canada Center in Toronto. | will never forget the moment 
when Tommy Thayer said, “Deno, are we gonna do this?” | walked over 
and the four members stood there, and it was like walking into a dream. 
The first member | strode over to and shook hands with was Paul Stanley, 
who was my favorite member. | remember one funny remark Gene said. 
| stood there, waiting to have my photo taken with the band, and 
obviously they were wearing their platform heels. At that point | realized 
how big they seemed. Gene had his arm around me, and | said, “God, 
you guys are big!” And he said, “| bet you say that to all the guys.” 

Years later a friend of mine told me he was watching Сепез 
reality show Family Jewels, and behind Gene in his office he noticed a 
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rack of magazines, and Clown White was 
one of them. That makes me feel very 
proud. What made that really important to 
me is that Gene thought highly enough to 
have it in his house. | had an amazing time 
putting together Clown White. | believe if 
you follow your passion that's what we're 
put here on earth to do. 


—Deno Tofalos 
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Even now, 20 years after 12 release, listerdng ме 
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Data face il, (тез only ever been сле trie 
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Spacewalk ía billed яа "А Tribal to Аса Frobley', 
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Жы Ову. Noverthalom, it a deconl album with 
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е got them, по doubt, from the 

same place he got his guitar riffs, 

which are big, huge, monstrous. 
The music, a brutish cross between Slade 
and Def Leppard, is so loud you can't 
think. But it doesn’t matter: thinking is 
optional here, where the etiquette is to sit 
with your mouth hanging open as the 
special effects hurtle by. Simmons flies to 
the ceiling on God Of Thunder, Stanley 
rides a trapeze through the crowd on 
Love Gun, a storm of confetti blankets 
the hall. Jets of fire burst into the air, 3-D 
skeletons dance. It's better than the Royal 
Variety Performance. 

KISS wanna Rock 'n' Roll All Nite and 
party every day, and there seems no 
reason to stop them for however long 
they can get into their codpiecesl 


Caroline Sullivan 
The Guardian 
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attitude ‘ol the panple lor the people › by thu 
реорів tha porson who става something 


b would bo holding the pick to my 


able to wave - end 1 alartod nolicing 
Immediately, tha! people were doing tho 


| asmo thing back. Than | started doing И in 


photoa and atuck the thumb ор ax wall: eo 
you had thie sign that Босата the gonarlo 


‘Hoavy Malal' symbol. People started painting at Chriadanity and oll the 


of ma saying" 
said ‘What aro you on? Crack? оа! 
а and milk, ve never baon high l 


T ешек the two out just to be 


, your making tha sign of the 


Just bocause of the way they 
worahip Сий, 

Look в! Ireland - people 
ora killing cach other over 
religion. ao 18 forget 
about the Devil and 
Bataniam for а while ond look 


other religions fira! - killing 
people lefl, right and contro. 
haven't heard of many Setanic 
sort of massacres, Hovo you?’ 


albralth/wass.mys 
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Ace, Kansas City, July 26, 1976 
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И 
|] echoes... 


As you have read in the news section of The Kiss Echo, The Alive Ills are coming The band 
is currently in the studio producing the album and video that will celebrate Kiss 20 years of career 
and the release of their 25th studio effort That does not prevent them from talking about some of 
their favorite toppics ' life and Kiss This is what Gene, Paul, Bruce and Eric have to say ,. 


. about the biggest BRUCE Some people say Kiss sure И would have been the same 
misconception about Kiss, stands for "Keep № Simple Stupid", thing. Critics never liked our songs. 


HOTO ALBERT FERREIRNOMI 


| discovered KISS in 1979 thanks to my elder 
brother through the Alive // апа Double Platinum LPs. Six 
ИА 77555550117 er radio almost every day Be se icteric aaa аа 
with their new single “I Was Made For Loving You." That ол as ac caus pela about tes songs Маје 
was the beginning of my obsession with KISS. tem OS ane aS oT 
In 1989, | realized my dream of visiting New York ио. ; | 
City, holy ground as far as | was concerned: the ылыы өне 
birthplace of KISS! 10 East 23rd Street, Madison Square eae 
Garden, the KISS Co. office, etc. During that trip, | was probi auc ала в tht 
able to buy lots of memorabilia and saw for the first time с е 
some of the main U.S. KISS fanzines: KISS Fire, KISS en 
Klassics and a couple others. They were black and white, не 
but with some really cool, rare pictures, and—to а die- лын 
hard fan—carried fascinating articles, stories, fan ы лы m cm RU 
opinions, trade/swap ads, etc. К Dco YV ee mmn 
Between 1986 and 1988, I а MM 
had subscribed to a KISS fanzine in Eus ud ‘at poems E ы ve a Е 
Europe, the KISS Explorer Army but it ммо a o па и UP to be шы A We ES 4. 
disappeared overnight. Seeing all the is long because we love | design or bv destiny, were just | 
i | at we до and we wantto | along for the nde Theres an BRUCE: Списв can't get past the 
action г the as. и ЕЯ ro бн Me tus p = namen about the makeup ушт 
me to start a fanzine, as there was e дна HR Ек M е: 
clearly more about KISS than official 
press releases or interviews in the 
main rock press. The memorabilia, the 
bootlegs, the conventions, all those were 
very exciting. | don't remember how 1 
came up with the name of my fanzine, but 
the idea was that | wanted the name KISS 
to resonate as much as possible, like 
an echo... 
If it’s any indication of the distance, The KISS 
Echo took me from Belgium to Argentina, where | had the 
privilege to meet the editors of KISS Fever while there and 
later contributed articles to their fanzine. But it also 
resonated very close to home: calling, writing to radio and 
TV stations to promote KISS releases. | knew | was doing 
something right, when one day PolyGram redirected а 
request from a radio show for info about KISS to me. 
The KISS Есћо 5 last issue (unbeknownst to me 
at the time) was also perhaps the best: coverage of the 
first leg of the European Reunion Tour —a fan's dream- 
come-true. The main story was a detailed review of KISS's 
sold-out show in Brussels (Dec. 1, 1996) and included а 
photo of one of my best memories: Paul Stanley holding 
a small Belgian flag onstage a few seconds after | had 
handed it to him. 


— Alain Bellicha 


üuse we love 11 


came out with the moptops - I'm not 


j reason to do this 15 | have been around when the Beatles моге makeup, и wasnt to be taken 
seriously, altough they knew ıt was а 


Киз Echo, February - March (992 


t with how huge the band 
But, the point was, I guess 
wani to add any more fuel 
с flame prow суеп higher 
| Maybe the; thought the band would 
іші go away And the band's 
weathered all the member changes, no 
таксир, and 24 albums down the 
road here we are sull rockin' to a 
good, solid crowd. Time will tell 


Best show memories 


GENE, It was probably m the 
beginning. We played with The Brats 
and Wayne County їп The Lof, 52 
Bleecker Sirect We were third on the 
bill And I'd have to say, without 
bemg too humble about it, that we 
chewed them up and spit them oul - 
altongh we didn't know 1t at the time 
And we Just came out and we came off 
hke a British band. hkc Sabbath mects 
The Who meets somellung, I don't 
know what And и wasn't planned К 
was just that those songs were m us, 
| And we were not even aware that we 
looked different it's like the makcup. 
we never think aboul И And then 
afterwards, we saw photos of us and 
we looked at them and said, "Wow, 
we thonght thes looked weird look al 
us '* We looked like we jus! landed 
from Mars And we had the platforms 
then, too, March '73 


| PAUL; Probabh the first time we 
| played Madison Square Garden, 
because it was the culmmmallon of 
| everything that 1 had ever dreamed of 
And I remember getting choked up on 
stage This 1s what] always dremned 
of, and to have ıt a realty is mind- 
boggling To go agamst the stream 
and to go against pubhe opimon and 
authority figures and everybody who, 
becanse they didn't succeed, told vou 
to aim low and then to come out on 
top is an incredible gratifying thing 
I'm no wuss but 11 was ume time for 
tears in your cycs 


BRUCE Onstage, — Absolutely 
playing Madison Square Garden 1 
think I! was Itke "B6 or "87 or around 
therc[Ed, December '85] The first 
time 1 played the Garden ever in my 
life was movnıg for me when 1 think 
of how many bands lve scen there 
Playing on the same Барс as Jimmy 
Page and Van Halen - to me that was 
just unbehcvable aud my biggest 
moment 


„Kiss vs the" Gene & Раш show" 


PAUL; Some people will naturally 
perceive 11 as the Gene and me show. 
and и is and м азот It crusts in any 
band situation The people who 
wnie or the people who are the 
sımgers may seem to һауе more input 
info direction, but Uus 15 absolutely a 
band, and Bruce 15 very important 
and Ene 15 very Important, and n 
would be very boring if it was some 
warped version of the Everly 
brothers, and 1 don't believe its any 
more the Gene and Paul show than 
the Stones arc the Mick and Кей 
show, or the Beatles were the Paul 
and John show lt æn hke that 
because you take away any part and 
you have a new entity And this 15 
the best we've been and it's KISS in 
capital letters, 


‚Greatest assets . 


GENE; | realty don't ihımk I'm the 
best musician in the world 1 think 
mine 15 average Inusicianship On 
the other hand, my favonle group 15 
the Beatles, and there's no virtuoso 
in the band. But I don't think rock 
‘n'roll aboni singing so much as 
getting some feeling across. Again, 
my favonte sungers 1n rock'n'roll 
don't have Ше best voices. I'm not 
the tallest gux, I'm not this, I'm not 
that But Lam the best of everything 
that ] tlunk | can be, and 1 guess my 
greatest asect1s my perception of hfe, 


ERIC; I'd have 10 say being able to 
adapt to different situations 1 have 
always uscd pressure as а 
motivational toot m a positive way as 
opposed to leting 11 intimidate mc 
Kind of hke being a chamelcon of 
sorts, Not just musicalh but with 
people One thing 1 feel that Ive 
always wanted to do w go info a 
situation, be myself, and vet at the 
same time adapt lo the situation and 


go with it, 1 thunk thals а real 
importan! trait to have in this 
business, I never thought of myself as 
the besi musician. | always thought 1 
was capable and confident in what 1 
do, but I thought those other qualities 
жеге Just as important 1f not more 1 
think that's partly why I'm here today 


BRUCE: I'd say having - 1 mean 
obviously I'm very modest- some 
talent 15 а great 2554 Altough ail the 
time you want to be сусп beticr | 
know for myself. my ability on the 
guitar isn't my greatest asset. But that, 
in combination with the fact that 1 
kind of do understand һом to work in 
а band, 1s my biggest asset 


On ihe итих of life... 


GENE; | think there's no Шт But 1 
think the truth is that sooner or later 
vou have to get back to square one 
You can go and have great success, 
the girls, the fame, and then you've 
got to come back You gotta come 
back home, and pick up your guitar, 
and find out why you did it m the first 
place, 


PAUL Deal The hmts for 
rock'n'roll arc the same hmitations 1n 
Ше My limtations arc nof based on 
rock'n'roll Му linutations are based 
оп my own samty and mortsht, and 
my own sense ОГ nghi and wrong 
Thus 15 a personnal issue 1 don't want 
10 define myself by music 


FRIC The hmits are only those that 
you put on yourself at a given time 
That's not to say you can't improve 
upon yourself and get better as а 
songwriter or a performer or a player 
or whatever Overall, 1 think из up to 
the individual We kind of {end to 
hold ourselves back more than any- 
thing 


BRUCE Obviously, you could be 
pretty extreme 1f you want You could 
go ЮН yourself and 1 guess 
rock'n'roll's a good excuse íf you're 
into drugs for you to just overdo 
yourself But one thing about this band 
‚ Always, is that we all have our good 
times the way we want, but drugs 15 
not a bif pact of it, None of us live on 
the edge ke that because 1 Jove hfe 
too much, and I'm not that шяссите 
that 1 have to walk around fucked up 
all the ште And] think you've got to 
respect yourself and your bods 
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| ran an Australian KISS fanzine called The KISS 
Fan Club Directory from 1990-1994. | started the 
fanzine in my first year of high school (| was fourteen 
years old), which may have made me one of the 
youngest in the world to do so. The original idea was to 
create a directory of all the current KISS fan clubs and 
fanzines from around the world, because, as a KISS 
fan, | found it hard to find any information on this 
underground phenomenon. 

The original directory took me about six months 
to put together, finding and getting in touch with as many 
clubs as | could. This took a while and cost a bit, as it 
was all by mail. Editors and presidents would send me 
their logos and info on their fanzines and then tell me 
where to contact more fan clubs. | also had a lot of help 
from Gilda Caserta in New York, who worked for the 
KISS Company and KISS Central. The first issue had 60 
fan clubs from around the world pretty much all of whom 
were operating at the time and I sold about 150 copies. 

Then | started to get help from older KISS fans 
and people with access to typesetting and printing, as 
there wasn't Photoshop back then. We ended up 
orinting five different issues a year with up-to-date KISS 
news and photos from the KISS Company, as well as 
updated info on the fan clubs, KISS fans, and 
international KISS conventions. By 1993 we had 600 
subscriptions from around the world and sold the 
directory in five stores in Australia. | was seventeen at 
the time and LOVED being a part of the KISS 
Community. In 1994, KISS Central sent me а copy of 
my directory autographed by all four members of 
KISS—that was a great day! 


—Andrew Crow 


A TRIBUTE TO 
ERIC CARR 


гс Carr, born Paul Carovella. on July 12 1950 in Brooklyn, was the backbone of the 
Е band. Since childhood, Егіс was very musical. He played such instruments as the 

folk guitar and trumpet and he loved the drums. He received his first drum kit at 
age 11, after seeing the Beatles on the television. 

He attended school at the Manhattan High School for Ап and Design where he 
developed his love of art However. his love for music grew stronger and Eric knew that he 
had to pursue his career in music. 

He formed many bands who played at parties and conventions and later appeared 
writing songs for Bryan Adams on his Cuts Like A Knife album in the late ‘70's. 

Fram 1970 to 1979, Eric was in a four plece band who played mainly covers around 
bars in America, known as ‘Flasher’. But it wasn't until late "79, when their keyboard player 
quit the group and left the others ta continue as a power trio, that Eric began to notice he 
had to leave the band and find something else. 


get a rush when the audience 
cheers my solo or someone tells me 
how much they enjoy my playing, but 
the music is the main thing. It makes 
me happy to play and I'm glad | can 
do that and make other people happy 
at the same time" - ERIC CARR. 


Two days after Eric's last gig with the group. he bumped into the ex-keyboard player 
at a club in Queens, who told him about the Kiss auditions for a new drummer. Eric had 
always admired the band from afar, and quickly made a tape of himself drumming and 
singing Then, enclosed with a photo and bio, Eric sent the tape to Kiss Management 
company three days later. Fram the time Eric spoke to them, he had a weird feeling that he 


-would certainly make it. They gave him a typewritten letter with five songs he had to learn 


In the event he was picked for an audition 

Eric was one of the last three guys ta audition out of aver 80 others. They picked 
him because he could sing and because of his attitude 

Originally the fox was gaing to become a hawk but the costume was soon scrapped 
Eric was an infinitely more flamboyant figure than the departed Criss and it seemed hard to 
believe that the group had had a different drummer 


A TRIBUTE TO 
ERIC CARR cont'd 


Kiss then headed out to Australia and Europe for Eric's very first Klss tour, and the 
fans welcomed Егіс to the family with open arms Starting from his first show, Erle never got 
negativity from the audience. Once in a while there would be a poster which would read 
‘Peter we love You’ but there would never be any like, ‘Eric, you suck зћ It was an 
acknowledgement that people loved Peter but Eric didn't mind because he would never 
expect them not to . 


- 


г. 
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Photo by Tim Sessoms (courtesy of Gene Simmons) 


When the make up was removed the fans got to know Eric better, and with the 
release of Beth, which featured Eric on vocals, he had become more awesome and inspiring 


With the departure of Peter and the arrival of Eric, fans became unsettled with the to listen 10. 


НА ons coms (Мизо from) The Elder, Тре але got the feeling that maybe, Eric would work on his own cartoon characters outside Kiss, called the Rock Heads 
the band was getting a little too complacent ог a little too popular A change of Image апа” бо, Я 1 1 | 
persistent rumours al Ace's departure heralded an uneasy time for the band When Peter and sit in for Kiss behind the drum kit at the same time. 


left, that really hurt Ace a lot, he lost a lot when he lost Peter And then he didn't understand 1 | i wth was 
why they were doing The Elder. It wasn't the same Kiss any more. But it Wen es іп late May 1991, when Eric underwent apan heart Surgery n which a go 
inspiration and drive which brought the band back onto track once again with Creatures of removed. His case was very serious and he spent most of his time in hospital while the rest 
the Night. The drum sound would turn your brain to jell ` t ‚ ‚ 1 | | i 
е. of the group waited patiently for his recovery. Unfortunately Eric didn't recover and he died 
‘in New York on Sunday 24 November 1991. We will never forget his daring grace and 


inspiring performances. Rest in Peace. 


xs 


= THE FIRE STILL BURNS 
^ (USA) 1992-1994) 


um 


| had a KISS Fanzine from 1992 until 1994 called The Fire Still Burns. It was written and published by 
myself, Michael Swithers, from Mount Pocono, Pennsylvania, and Gerald Zimmerman from Totowa, New Jersey. We 
published the fanzine bi-monthly, and we were lucky enough to christen our first issue with an interview with Gene 
Simmons. We were also lucky enough to interview Bruce Kulick twice. Both of them were extremely gracious and 
could not have been kinder. Gene was the first real interview | had ever conducted, and | cringe when | think back 
about it because | was extremely nervous. Meeting them was nerve- wracking but actually speaking with Gene was even 
scarier. | had Gene's undivided attention, and | blew it, But Gene was very kind, and he made me feel at ease. If | had 
the chance to do it again, | know it would be much better because | don't get star-struck anymore, and | can find 
questions within a question as | learned from other writers. 

The only reason why we started this was because we just wanted to meet KISS because they had been our 
idols since we were kids. Journalism was my hobby and typesetting and graphic design was Gerry's. My writing and 
his typesetting made for a great combination. We only wrote the fanzine for one year because Gerry wanted to marry 
his girlfriend, and | was about to move to Los Angeles to pursue music at the famed Musician's Institute in Hollywood. 
The feeling was mutual to stop production. We certainly weren't looking to make money off of the band, but | had to 
charge something to try and offset the expense of printing it. Believe me when | tell you, | spent more money making 
sure the issues were released on time then what we actually had in our bank. We published eight issues within that 
year, and we published a special commemorative KISS Reunion issue prior to the start of the KISS Reunion in 1996. 
That was the last issue we published. That issue was given away for free. All of them were given away. We had a lot of 
fun doing this, and we were able to meet some amazing people during that time. Curt Gooch, Ken Sharp, Peter 
Arquette, and whoever else | forgot to mention, thank you helping me open up many doors and opening my eyes to 
all things KISS. 

| became a KISS fan in 1977. | remember the circumstances down to the first chord struck from the album it 
came off of, Destroyer. | was five years old. | just started Kindergarten. One evening, my mother decided to visit with 
her friend Drenda Hayes. Drenda had two older sons. One of which was in high school. His name was Michael. Michael 
and his younger brother Brian were in Michael's room. When we arrived, my sister Jody and | went into Michael's room. 
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The minute we opened the door, that was when the power of KISS's music 


knocked me on my ass. The song was, “Flaming Youth.” | was immediately | | св Е PRODUCTIONS PRESENTE; 10.2] св с PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS; МЕЗ 
enthralled. After the song was over, | asked Michael if | could hear it again. 
He wanted to let the album play through, but he said | could listen to it by 
myself after the record was over. | was transcended into another world. Each ca Wa 


song on side two of Destroyer only got better— "Sweet Pain," "Shout It Out 
Loud," "Beth" and "Do You Love Me." That album placed me inside of that 
world. Here's the funny thing: It was never the makeup that made me a KISS 
fan. It was their music. The makeup was an added bonus. The very next day 
after | got home from school, | went with my grandmother to run a few 
errands. We stopped by a department store, and she bought me Destroyer. 
That's where my KISS quest began. 

My most memorable KISS experience? While | was living in Los 
Angeles and going to school, | formed my own KISS Tribute band in school. 
We were called, Full Deck (No Aces). (We had a revolving door of "Space- 
Aces" come and go). Tommy Thayer's tribute band, Cold Gin, was playing at 
the Troubadour down on Santa Monica Blvd. just before Halloween, so we 
decided to go dressed up in makeup. I’m a bassist, so naturally | dressed up 
as Gene. After the show, our “Ace” wanted to try and get backstage, so we 
went around to the backstage door entrance, and who did we meet there? 
Gene Simmons. Although this wasn't the first time | had met Gene, this was 
the first time | had met him wearing his makeup. It was a very surreal 
experience for me. Of course Gene was very kind and gracious, and he 
signed some autographs for us. Then he jumped into his Range Rover and 
presumably went home. 

About me: ут a musician by trade. | have KISS to thank for that. | 
am a singer/songwriter. | am currently working on my new CD, Passionately 
Angry. l'm 37 years old, married with three kids. | work as a correctional officer 
and currently reside with my wife, Michelle, and children in Jim Thorpe, 
Pennsylvania. 


С) 1903 ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


—Chad Storm 


KISS Forever was founded in 1991 in Buenos Aires, Argentina, by 
Federico Pirolo, Pablo Arlandini and two other people, who were also slightly 
involved at the beginning. Due to the high costs of making a good quality 
magazine, the first issues were made doing Xerox copies. While most of the 
fanzines in the world were sold by subscription and sent by mail, Kiss Forever 
was sold in specialized R&R and Heavy Metal record stores only. With each 
issue, things were slowly improving in the quality of the design aspects. Many 
of the improvements came at the hands of Marcelo Burstein, who jumped on 
board by issue #6. We grew in size and in printed numbers, and the magazine 
was sold on newsstands. We organized and promoted a show we called “The 
4 KISS Party,” where we showed videos on a giant screen and succeeded in 
" joining together the KISS Army (locally called "Kisseros"). Through the years 
some parties featured bands playing KISS tunes, even some wearing 
makeup. 

By that time, the magazine's dynamic trio became consolidated, 
with Federico, Pablo and Marcelo taking the magazine to the next step: print 
more copies of each issue, with improved print quality and layout. Many great friends from all over the 
world, some very well known in the KISS fanzine community, contributed to us, sending their photos and reports 
to be included in the magazine. By the way, we had very little, if any support from the local KISS record 
company. But we made ties with other rock magazine publishers, who opened some doors for us. By that 
time, we were able to print a full- color cover. ..and with a stylish design! The fanzine has become a true 
magazine in all senses, selling in record stores and newsstands, not only in Buenos Aires, but in all the Argentina 
provinces. 
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Our first direct contact with the members of KISS was іп 1994 through phone interviews with Paul Stanley and 
Gene Simmons in advance of their then upcoming South American tour, and also Peter Criss, who was promoting his 
solo album. That year KISS finally came back to South America. That 1994 tour embraced Brazil, Chile, Argentina and, 
after a stop in Mexico, they returned a week later for more shows in Buenos Aires. That was a blast, and the soccer- 
style chant, “Soy Kissero” (translated as “| am а KISSer”), got immortalized during those nights. KISS Forever covered 
the whole 1994 South American Tour, having access to press conferences, photo pits, soundchecks and exclusive 
interviews. Also, Gene itself was so impressed by our quality magazine that one of our issues was printed in KiSStory 
(see page #423). By that time, K/SS Forever was printing 1,600 copies of each issue. After the tour it was very hard for 
us to sit down and keep doing the magazine. We were under a “surmenage.” We suffered a KISS overdose after years 
of longing and complete abstinence. It was like, “Do you want to try pizza?” and then suddenly you eat pizza every day 
during a whole month. It took us a while to recover and be back. But after a few issues, the staff of the magazine 
decided to stop. Since it was a hobby, we weren't making a living from it, and it was taking much of our time and effort. 
We had to pursue our own professional careers, printing costs were on the rise, sales were slowing down...and to lose 
money was not an option. (Sorry, Gene, you taught us that golden rule through the years.) 

We stopped doing the magazine in 1995 with the release of issue #17. Nevertheless, we are still in the KISS 
Army and have seen KISS several times, here in Argentina and abroad. Federico also baptized his young daughters 
with KISS. 

One great KISS memory happened while in Santiago, Chile (1994), when Gene invited us to be present during 
soundcheck. They played strictly for us for over one hour and a half and did a wide array of classic rock tunes from 
Beatles to Zeppelin, Hendrix, AC/DC, Black Sabbath, and Deep Purple. Kiss Forever magazine staff plus friends ended 
up chanting the “Rock N’ Roll All Nite” chorus from below the stage in a deserted arena, while Paul encouraged us to 
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get louder. 


— Marcelo Burstein 


KISSFreaks.com 


In 1976 or 1977, when | was about seven or 
eight years old, | discovered my first link to music. | 
really loved music. | was into that Motown sound, 
disco and anything else | could get my hands on 
except country music. | was at my cousin Larry's 
home, when he pulled out a copy of Rock & Roll Over. 
| thought what a cool album cover! After he put this 
LP on, | couldn’t believe the charismatic music 
coming out of the record player. | thought this is the 
coolest music І have ever heard. After saving up some 
money, | purchased my first KISS album; Dressed to 
Kill! Another cool album cover! After | heard this album 
| was hooked. | had to have all of the albums. Any 
special gifts for birthdays and Christmas had to be 
NOTHING but KISS albums! 

In the following months after purchasing the 
first album, | began to get really excited about this 
band. | remember going to supermarkets and reading 
about KISS in those old 76 magazines and anything 
else that had KISS on the cover. | was totally into it. 
As akid you get excited about a lot of trivial things, 
but | was really excited about what | had seen in 
magazines and heard on the record player. | soon 
discovered a commercial about a New Увагз Eve 


show that was to have KISS performing LIVE! | made sure | 
stayed all night over at my cousin Larry’s home. We had to see 
this together! No way! Yes way! | don’t remember which songs 
were played, but | knew these guys had serious charisma. What 
a show! It was unforgettable! After seeing these guys perform, 
| realized they were as cool as | had imagined! | jumped into 
KISSmania, saving and buying all of those cool collectibles. My 
cousin and | chose our favorites members. He loved the 
personality of Gene. | was really into the coolness of Ace. We 
spent а lot of time in my cousin's room putting on our own KISS 
concerts to that great Alive! LP, basically destroying his room 
every visit! We did all of those silly things that all KISS kid-fans 
did in those days; dressing up, spitting blood with Kool-Aid, 
lighting smoke bombs in the streets as if it were a KISS stage 
show, sticking out our tongues as if we were the “God of 
Thunder” himself, and driving our parents nuts about going to 
a KISS show. 

In 1979, KISS was coming to Indianapolis. | wanted to 
be at this show more than anything in the world. | was unable 
to go, but my cousin got to go to this last show in Indianapolis 
with Peter Criss on the Dynasty tour. He came back and told 
me all the details. It was just the coolest thing he could have 
ever seen. | Knew the next time they came | would be there for 
sure. That didn’t happen again until 1982. | knew Peter Criss 
was gone by that time, but Ace was still in the band when | got 
my tickets. To my disappointment, a couple of weeks before 
the show, the news was out that Ace had been replaced! No! 
No! No! It wasn’t supposed to be that way! | thought about not 
even going, but my cousin and | had this planned for a while, 
so | went. Despite no Ace, KISS gave a fantastic performance, 
What a show! The stage, the costumes, the atmosphere and 
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KISS made for a very memorable event. Мо, Ace didn’t 
matter. It was still KISS! 

In the early eighties, without makeup KISS still 
rocked out the decade. In 1987, KISS released Crazy Nights. 
| listened to it and thought that it was a very good album. 
Over the next couple of years everyone around me described 
me as a “KISS Freak.” | attended shows on the Crazy Nights, 
Hot in the Shade and Revenge tours. During this time, | also 
had the opportunity to see Ace, solo, three times. | even got 
to meet him at an autograph session at a record store in 
1990. 

For the next few years | was into everything that all 
the members, past and present, were doing. | couldn't get 
enough info. | even got on the Internet to search for 
information about KISS in 1991, when the Internet was not 
big at all. | found photos and discographies in different places 
on the Net, and was hooked on using this new medium to 
satisfy my N-- needs. There weren't any KISS Web sites 
that | knew. of, just pictures in music directories. | also got a 
Prodigy account Land: began reading the posts in the KISS 
BBS area. These fans were just as rabid as me. A great 
start to a KISS Kommunity. 
| _A always felt | would never get the chance to meet 
у KISS, The Official Conventions were a blessing. The Official 
KISS. convention came to Indianapolis in July of 1995. | 
couldn't wait for this twelve-hour adventure. How cool! | 
won't describe the Convention to all of you, but | will say it 
was a dream- “come. true. | even got to sing one of my 
favorites with KISS, û Love It Loud!” Although | probably 
sucked, | still sang with KISS! 

In January of 1996 | decided to learn HTML just out 
of curiosity. | picked it up rather quickly since | already had a 
programming backgroünd from high school. | saw around six 


Kon isséurs and the look of those: Sites: knew | 
could add something te to the Web commu ity that wasn't out 
фер vell ‚| was орту Ж? з а Photoshop at the 


| present themselves in a way that 
designed what | considered to be 


succeeded. m 

| was 8 ` big fan of all the KISS fanzines | could find. 
4 ге were $ Ome very talented people putting these 
[ Jazines ош These fanzines help spread the word of KISS 
before we had the Internet, and they did a great job. Nineteen 
ninety-seven brought about the creation of the KISS Freaks 


led Web sites online at that time. |, 
inglimbressed with KISS Отаки ква Asylum ` 


Special Delivery magazine. The idea behind KISS Freaks 
Special Delivery magazine was to fill the void for fans 
that were not online and unable to experience the 
features of the world’s best KISS fan run Web sites. With 
submissions and involvement from several different 
KISS sites and online fans, something very special was 
achieved. The gap between the Internet KISS fans and 
the non-Internet KISS fans quickly dwindled. The main 
goal was to get them out quickly! In my opinion, the 
worst thing about fanzines was the speed at which they 
were released. Often by the time you received them, 
they were so out of cate it was old news. KISS Freaks 
Special Delivery was shipped within a week of the latest 
news. Overall 19 issues were released in its two years 
of existence, making it the fastest-growing fanzine in the 
KISS world at the time. The magazines were full of the 
same stuff that had made the KISS online experience 
great! The covers of these magazines have been 
recognized as some of the best ever by fans. Overall, 1 
started the magazine just to see if | could do it. It was 
successful for something that was really only a sideline 
hobby for the Web site. | released 19 issues of the 
fanzine before we just decided to concentrate on other 
things. The last issue was released in February 2000. 
Doing the fanzine was great! The best part was all of the 
involvement from other KISS Web sites and fans. They 
made the magazine what it was, very original. | wouldn't 
trade the time working on these for anything. Е was a 
blast having fans offer up things to be included in each 
issue. The involvement from everyone made it very 
worthwhile. 

A few years have gone by, and | still have fans 
of the fanzine e-mailing me, asking if the fanzine is 
releasing any new issues or if they can get back issues. 
Never say never, but probably not. It was really a lot of 
work and costly. I'm sure most people will tell you those 
who make fanzines usually have a hard time just trying 
to break even with costs, plus all the personal time you 
have to put into just one issue. 

Although the band has gone through some 
lineup changes over the last few years, it still doesn’t 
diminish what they аге..... ROCK LEGENDS. To this day, 
no matter who is in the lineup when you go to a show, 
you can't help but dance and sing to “Rock and Roll All 
Nite” —no matter if it’s your fifth time or one hundredth 
time hearing it. 


— Steve Stierwalt, Jr. 


KISS Hell 


My name is Joe Degraffenreid, and | live in Noble, Oklahoma. | first 
became a KISS fan in late 1977 at the age of six. | became aware of KISS 
in the 2nd grade and by 3rd grade ('78-'79) | had gotten all the albums, tons 
of magazines, posters and merchandise. There was a scarifying influence 
KISS left on kids from this period in particular, that I’m not sure was 
ever equaled before or after. Throughout 1978 | witnessed KISS mania take 
hold of the country and most of my friends. | saw my first KISS concert on 
October 17, 1979 in Norman, Oklahoma. 

As a teenager | remained an avid fan, and around 1990 | came 
across а copy of KISS Army Strike fanzine at a record store, and | had 
picked up a KISS magazine with two pages of listings of fanzines. | still 
have that magazine, where certain ‘zines are circled. | wrote most/if not 
all of them, and the ones that responded, | subscribed to. | remember 
KISS Machine and New England KISS Collectors Network were among 
the first, and | became hooked, partially because it took me back to my 
childhood and showed me that | wasn’t the only one still into it. The 
underground KISS networking was intriguing, and | became immersed in 
it. | initially became aware of it by the fanzine listings on the Hot in the 
Shade thanks list. | 

KISS Hell fanzine began in July, 1992, and our last issue to date was 
in 2005. We've printed 35 issues to date, with some special issues along the 
way including a comic book, a three-part “best of’ and a members-only 
booklet— although new issues are a possibility, to coincide with the new 
album next fall. The fanzine has been on hiatus; although I’ve always intended 
to do more if and when the time becomes right. 

This KISS fanzine obsession opened my eyes to the underground 
KISS phenomenon that was taking place, and it also provided a new way 


to be a KISS collector, which unlike the late '70s, was anything but un-cool | 


or trendy because of the underground aspect of it. 

Another thing which triggered me into my second wave "m KISS 
obsession was discovering the vast amount of bootleg KISS records (which 
| first saw in the Still on Fire book from circa 1988) and from the sudden 
availability of vintage concert footage that surfaced on VHS tapes at a local 
flea market with the then never-seen, makeup era footage. (The К/55 
eXposed home video seemed to be the tip of the iceberg for this stuff). It 
was like a gold mine of KISS treasures had been found, and | again began 
collecting KISS stuff. A combination of the live/demo bootleg audio, the 
bootleg video and the fanzines began a whole new chapter in KISSTORY 
that supported the present as equally as it did the past, unlike later years 
when the KISS fanzine world dried up, and everything seemed to focus on 
nostalgia. 

These elements (along with the fan-run KISS Conventions and the 
tribute bands) allowed KISS fandom to take on a life of its own that had 
more dimensions than ever before; it was a world within a world. All of these 

“things added fuel to the fire and took me from casual fan back to KISS 
mega-fan, and within one or two years Ра decided to start a fanzine myself, 
since there were none in Oklahoma. For the first issue, | merely reviewed a 
Criss show and did а Q&A with the tribute band Cold Gin. | had no hopes 
other than to meet the band one day. Soon | found that doing a ‘zine 
connected you to the other people in the underground of KISS, "Oh you 
mean we can trade ‘zines now? | don't have to pay to renew my KISS 
Renegades subscription? Awesome!” Although the first two issues were 
done primitively and stapled together, people reacted to it. "а cover all the 


local KISS-related events, tribute shows, 


shows by Ace, Criss, all the tribute bands, 

etc....and | began to meet many like- 
minded people, some. who remain friends 
| was passing: ‚out Kiss Hell flyers fan 
Aerosmith show and a few weeks later 
was thrilled to get a letter in the mail from 
Lydia Criss, saying that l'd given her a flyer 
at the Aerosmith show, which she was 
shooting, in Oklahoma City no less! 

So, things grew from there. | 
found that Gene was quite cool about 
returning Q&A interviews, as were Paul, 
Eric & Bruce. | was able to do phoners 
with Eric, Bruce and Gene within the first 
three years, and to me it could hardly get 
any better than that! How do you top 
that!? Well, one day I'm sitting at home, 
and Tommy Thayer called, and he 
mentioned KISS were doing the 
Convention tour and that he was going to 
put Gene on the line, and | said, "Are.you 


serious?" Then, Gene explained the =.. 


concept more, about their convention ` 
tour. | was appointed as the Coordinator 
for the Dallas Convention. | believe they . 
appointed mainly fanzine editors to do this 
on most stops of the tour, meaning | _ 
booked the dealer tables, | promoted it, | ` 
took posters to record stores, and got 
photos of the store with the ‘poster 
hanging up. KISS actually sent a fully 
signed 8x10 personalized to each store, 
and some of these stores seemed taken 
aback when | told them they would be 
getting a signed 8x10 for it. | 
On to some of ту most 
memorable experiences. The Dallas KISS 
Convention day came, and basically one 
dream seemed to come true after the | 
other all day/night long. First, Tommy took 
us back to meet the whole band before 
they came out to do their Q&A, and at this 
time Га never met one member, let alone 
the full band. We were in this hotel 
restaurant hallway, and here comes KISS, 
and | remember, as much as | was telling 
myself to keep it cool, when | saw the 
band walking towards us, | said out loud, 
“Oh my god, that’s PAUL STANLEY!” (or 
something like that.) It was one of those 
moments when you’re thinking, “Did | 
really just say that out loud?” So they 
came up and met with us and a few other 
people, and Tommy introduced me to 
Gene, Paul, Bruce and Eric. We got 
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Circus tour in Nashville in January, 1999, | saw 
Gene Simmons in the airport and approached 


photos, autographs, etc. Then we came out, and Spiro (from Cold 
Gin/Alive,. etc., who was working the tour) asked if | wanted to help 
out. “Sure!” | replied. Не handed me a cordless microphone and told 
me to take questions from the fans in the back, and we traded off with 
him covering the front and me passing it around in the back. Then, 
when the band did the acoustic set, | was off to the side snapping 
pictures, and Tommy saw me and told me to get up closer, and then 
he said, “No, go up there,” motioning to maybe three feet away from 
Bruce on the stage. | went up there and took a few shots, but that was 
Tommy, always helping out as a KISS fan himself. Another highlight 
was getting to Detroit at the Tiger Stadium show and opening the Alive 
Worldwide official magazine and seeing a segment devoted to fanzines, 
апа KISS Hell listed second. Plus a photo of mine of Spiro with Cold 
Gin was included elsewhere in the magazine. It was a big deal for me— 
from growing up buying KISS magazines, to be part of one was beyond 
awesome. 

Then later in the tour, the same thing happened in Nashville, 
after | bought a copy of the Kiss Rocks the World magazine at the 
venue and saw our covers in it. For a short time they did a video 
montage intro on the "96/97 tour, and some KISS Hell covers were 
included in a short, fanzine-collage segment. The 1997 Nashville show 
was my next in-person meeting with the band, except for Peter. | was 
able to meet Gene and Paul in makeup. We got to watch the whole 
band walk to the stage in full makeup and costume. Then after the 
show we got to meet Ace for the first time, and got to meet Paul again. 
| got both to sign my KISS Rocks the World magazine, which | still have. 

. From that show my most prized autograph was obtained. As 
we were sitting calmly backstage, Tommy came up to talk for a minute, 
and | handed him a blank piece of KISS Hell letterhead and said, “If 
any of the members can scribble something on here, even if you sign 
it yourself, that would be great.” Well, | thought nothing of it, and after 
the show we went back to basically thank Tommy, and he’d gotten 
Paul, Gene and Peter to sign the letterhead. Then he said, “| just need 
to get Ace, l'Il be right back.” And he was! | was handed a letterhead 
signed by all four original members, with the greeting from Gene at the 
top that said, “Hello From Nashville.” This autograph hangs proudly in 
my KISS room in a frame. | 

Along the way, all kinds of cool things began to happen. Тһе 
guitarist from Wicked Lester contacted me, and eventually he sent me 
a copy of the Wicked Lester album, which sounded much better than 
any bootlegs I’ve ever heard. VH1 would call me out of the blue and 
ask for help in promoting certain KISS shows they had coming up, and 
a guitar instructional course called “Learn To Burn” asked me for help 
in what would’ve been the ultimate “KISS Guitar Lesson” (which 
unfortunately never came out). As for highlights of doing the fanzine 


work itself, being able to obtain a phone interview with Peter Criss in 


1997 was a pretty big deal, as the Catman was not doing much press 
at the time. | remember "а faxed Gene and asked him for an interview, 
and | got a call from their management saying that Gene told them to 


Call me and that he wanted Peter to do the 
interview. 


Coming home from seeing the Psycho 


та copy of KISS Hell. He invited me to 


have a Coke at a small airport restaurant, 
where he sat down and read the 'zine a bit. It 
was here that | saw the hysteria that follows 
Gene firsthand —people working there went 
nuts. He was eating and signing at the same 
time, literally! 

| finally got to meet Peter on the 
Farewell tour in 2000, Other highlights were 
some of the unofficial KISS conventions, 
where | got to meet Vinnie, Bruce, Егіс, Barry 
Levine, Richie Scarlet, the Frehley’s Comet 
members, etc. | got to hang out with Eric a 
few times when he came through town 
playing with Gilby Clarke and Alice Cooper. 
Another highlight was just simply being 
honored enough to occasionally be 
associated with the Hottest Band in the 
World, through either seeing my photos or 
articles in other KISS fanzines | contributed to 
(Strike, Kollector, KISSaholics, etc.) or being 
able to see KISS Hell on the thanks list in the 
KISStory book! Or being thanked іп any KISS- 
related book. It was really cool to see quotes 
from some of my own interviews in the KISS 
Album Focus books. Since this is all stuff | 
would have been buying anyway, to see that 
some of my interviews help narrate the story 
in those books was great. 

As we all know, being a KISS fan is a 
lifelong thing. Only great things came out of 
me doing KISS Hell. It taught me a lot about 
things other than KISS, and it allowed me to 
contact people in other countries, whom Га 
probably have never gotten to know 
otherwise. Around 2005, Га done an issue of 
KISS Hell and spent a lot of money printing 
it, when all of a sudden, many of the places | 
advertised the ‘zine for sale in suddenly 
refused to promote the issue. | then decided 
to take a bit of a break until | could figure out 
if the band really wanted 'zines around 
anymore or not. The biggest excuse | got at 
that time was that because of the official KISS 
magazine, which was then out, they were 
afraid KISS would object to them promoting 
fanzines. | knew better deep down, and l've 
kept the faith right up until now. | don’t rule 
out putting out new issues; | think with them 
doing a new CD, this could be a great time 
for it. 

| truly believe that KISS 
fans still want the fanzines. They 
don’t just want Web sites. Web 
sites will fail to capture significant 
times in KlSStory as well as the 


mv зае 777 -| 


те, 196 
John. 


AD It too 
he wait. / 
1go -call 

more tha 


J every ot 
by comin 
veet reuni 
ımentary, | 
featuring 


was wi 
jl, бесі 
es-who 
іп 1998 
епі асі 
r 

3 six-hc 
two ne 


| voice. 


22 4 
_ *ontinue to | 


fanzines have. | can tell you that just by looking through my fanzine collection, if | want to be taken back to what it ` 


was like in 1992 as the Revenge tour started, the fanzines put you front and center into the world of KISS, and they ` tock'n’ roll 

preserve that time period. No site will ever be able to accomplish that. Nobody can hold up a Web site and say, | harmonies. 

“Remember when Vinnie. Vincent was on the cover of KISS Online?” Web sites cannot ever be collectors’ items, or s | 

a neurological trigger to someone's youth. Sites are a quick fix, but over time they will fail to have preserved and уса 

provide а month-by-month, tangible account of what happened at significant times in the history of KISS. It’s my pa 

belief that, especially, KISS fans want the artwork, they want the color photos, they want the centerfolds and the wild, show 

magazines and fanzines with the coolest KISS photos. | : Richard, Je 

When | think of my KISS magazine and fanzine collection alone, there's no way that element could ever be _ before. 

replaced by any Web site. | have so many varied and well-done publications that document KISS history, from comic 

books to import magazines, guitar magazines, the late "705 gossip mags, teen magazines and Playboy. With every Fen nein 
e Jimi Hend 


magazine that KISS was a part of, the thing that becomes clear is how much those 
magazines became part of the KISS history years later. They go right along with the 
albums and the tour books and the T-shirts and other things, which are now what helps 

to preserve those eras. Whether they’re from the Animalize/Asylum time, or the "78-79 2: : 
period, or from down times for the band (i.e., The Elder}, they all capture a time and - реж 
place for the band. This is ал element that fanzines delivered which is most missed іп | 
today’s climate of over-information. Magazines and fanzines аге both а big part of 
KISS's overall history, and it’s hard to imagine one existing without the other. You could 
almost listen to “World without Heroes” when imagining what KISS would’ve been 

like without the album covers (in reference to the digital-age prospect of no more 
ohysical CDs or albums), magazines and fanzines. They all co-existed to create the 
magical aura that KISS was апа is. 


1g others. 


—Joe Degraffenreid 
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KISS Heaven 


Tim Healy and Frank Munoz - Editors 


The whole story started way back on March 30th, 1988. 
| had been a KISS fan since about 1975 when | was five and first 
exposed to the famous four faces on some music magazine. 

| remember going to the next door neighbor's house and 
listening to KISS Alive! over and over... 

Fast forward to 1988. | was involved in the lighting crew 
for the local high school theater department. KISS was in town 
for the Crazy Nights tour and an alumnus from the high school 
was on the crew. He gave me my first backstage experience, 
where | met Gene and Eric and saw the massive show that 
night. During the show, | bumped into some guy who looked 
familiar, and the next day in the halls of school, there was that 
guy, Frank (Munoz).The friendship was forged and continues 
today. We were guests of the band at the Madison Square 
Garden show in 1990 for Hot in the Shade and went to the after- 
show party, again chatting with Gene, Eric, Paul and Bruce. This 
was an amazing night, and the band gave us the ultimate hook- 
up, allowing us into their private closing-night party with the likes 
of Rush, Lita Ford, Bill Aucoin and many other celebs who 
happen to be in New York City that night... November 9, 1990. 
This was also Eric Carr's last show. 

The decision was made to go to the next KISS show 
wherever it is... NO MATTER WHAT. 

1991: Eric Carr passes. 

April 23, 1992: KISS plays The Stone, ironically in our 
hometown of San Francisco. 

We knew we had to take this to the next level, and | was 
getting more into live-concert photography, so | had to shoot this 
show. My friend, who wrote for a few magazines, said | needed 
to send the management a request for credentials; however, | 
needed to be an actual contributor to a magazine of some sort. 


77 


It became clear that with our passion for the band, 
we needed to put out our own magazine based on 
KISS and only on KISS. We went through a short list 
of names but K/SS Heaven just seemed right from 
the beginning, and we went with that name right 
away. The first issue was pretty grassroots and made 
of cut and pasted photos blended with various 
editorials and reviews of the show we saw in New 
York a couple of years back. We sent a copy to KISS 
management, who were very hospitable and even 
put us on the list to go to New York for the club 
shows at the old Studio 54, then called The Ritz, as 
well as the Brooklyn staple, L'Amour. We spent some 
time with the band and even were involved in 
transporting their costumes, more like stage clothes, 
from New York City to Brooklyn. The show at The 
Stone was amazing as it was the first with Eric Singer 
and in our back yard, but seeing KISS in NYC is just 
So special. We went on to put out over fifteen issues 
of KISS Heaven with hundreds of fans on our mailing 
list subscribing to the magazine that went from a 
photocopied 'zine to one designed on a computer, 
allowing for a very graphic, intensive work of art. We 
even caught the eye of the band, who referred to us 
as their "West Coast Fan Club" on a few radio 
interviews. We also had our covers grace the pages 
of the Revenge tour book as well as K/SStory. 

You see here one of our earlier covers; also 
included is our famous "WHAT IF.....” centerfold that 
caught the eyes of many fans and was a sign of 
things to come— we were lucky enough to know 
about it earlier than most. 

KISS Heaven was a labor of love for Frank 
and myself...and was a great time in the history of 
the band we all still love and rock to today. 


— Tim Healy 


145 


“> KISS Revenge сыз 


KISS Revenge fanzine started as a local need of the Bolivian KISS fans to spread the news about the band 
and the Reunion Tour. Since that magical MTV Unplugged concert, every single KISS and rock and roll fan wanted to 
know what was going on with the band and the future of the four original guys. So | decided to organize and collect all 
the information to print a bi-monthly magazine. Then | called a couple of friends who had businesses relating to music 
for their sponsorship. They gladly agreed, since the idea of the product was new—no other rock band had a fan 
magazine. 

We delivered it at one of the fan conventions that took 
place in La Paz. The comments were pretty good because 
people could find the latest information with pictures. The 
most common content Included in every issue was: latest 
band news, album reviews and song lyrics, and new 
merchandising. Each issue was printed in black and white, 
and thus the look was very different and eye-catching; we 
tried to follow the Revenge album look and style. 

The fanzine lasted for a few years, and the main 
objective was accomplished. Then the Internet arrived with all | 
the information that you could want to find. The Bolivian KISS w тейін 
Army currently has its own Web site to promote our local 
tribute band, Deuce, which is one of the best and hottest Latin 


де 


American tribute bands. 


—Eduardo Prudencio 
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== KISS Konnection (usa) 1992-1996 


| started listening to KISS in 1989 
when | was fifteen years old with the release 
of Hot in the Shade. A few years later, 
shortly after the release of Revenge, | 
decided to start my own KISS "zine. | ran it 
for four years. 

One of my favorite moments was 
meeting Gene at Endfest (a rock festival put 
on by 107.7 FM “The End”) in Bremerton, 
Washington, in 1994. He was the emcee of 
the event, and he got me backstage when 
the doorman told him | ran a fanzine. | was 
the only KISS fan there! | spent a solid two 
hours hounding him with years of 
questions. He finally said, “| REALLY don’t 
want to talk about KISS right now.” He 
swatted at a fly that was hovering above a 
burrito that had been fetched for him and 
said, “This is a very stupid fly” He then 
looked at his meal and said, “This is really 
bad for me.” | felt very special that night, 
being the only KISS fan at a grunge-rock 
festival. Gene’s publicist arranged free 
tickets for the event, with my only 


responsibility being to find out a way to get backstage for an interview. 
Thanks to Gene, he made it possible. 

A year later (1995): 

Tommy Thayer called me at my grandparents house (| lived 
with them while going to college). He said he had Gene on the phone to 
talk to me! Gene got on the phone and said, “So you live up in Washington 
[state]?” | replied, “Yes.” Then he said, "How's he doing?" Corny Gene 
humor, but | was floored that he called me. He asked me to help put up 
promotional posters for the KISS Conventions and offered me a VIP pass 
if га help work the event. | covered the event for the fanzine at the Seattle 
Center Tribal rooms where the event was held. My biggest errand was 
running to KISS's hotel to pick up a credit card machine for the sales 
booth. | felt like | was able to do my part as a member of the KISS Army. 
Gene and Paul signed a poster of mine and complimented me on my ‘zine. 

Those four years were a wonderful experience in my life. Thanks 
KISS! 


—Cyrus Aman WASHINGTON STATE 
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The first time | saw KISS was па 
German magazine called Bravo in 1979. | 
was thrilled by their look, although а never 
heard a KISS song. A few days later “| Was 
Made for Loving You” hit the German charts, 
and | started to buy all the KISS LPs. The 
band had a magic that no others had. | was 
a child in 1979, and it was a dream for me to 
do something for KISS and for the KISS fans, 
but | was too young at that time. 
= Then in August 1994, | started the 
German KISS Fan Club (Hotter Than Hell) 
after | met Peter Criss in Germany, and we 
did an interview. It soon became the biggest 
KISS fan club in Germany, with a German 
printing fanzine called Hotter Than Hell. In six 


“¿m KISS Kollector 
GF (Holland) 1992-present 


In the summer of 1979, around the time of my tenth birthday, I 
became a KISS fan. It was the time when “| Was Made For Lovin’ You" 
was a worldwide smash hit, which | only found out about after l'd seen 
an impressive collection of KISS posters hanging on the bedroom walls 

Я one of the older kids іп my neighborhood. First | couldn't make out 
hether the logo said "KI 44" or "KISS," but once he had played me the 
sty album, Га never ever forget the name of the band. In fact, | made 

jot the album for my birthday, and from that moment on | was a 

id started to gather more information about the band. Turned out 

hey had already released a bunch of albums prior to '79, and thanks to 


years | made nineteen fanzines. It was a lot of work and a 
lot of love. 

Early in 2001, after the Internet got bigger and 
bigger, | decided to stop the fanzine, and | started a KISS 
Fan Club Web site (www.kissfanclub.de). The Internet 
provided a great way to bring fans news about KISS directly 
and for free. It was a dream come true for me to run the 
KISS Fan Club in Germany and meet all the crazy KISS fans 
from around the world and also all the members of KISS. If 
| could turn back the clock fifteen years, | would do the 
same again. It was the best fifteen years in my life. The best 
days in my life were seeing all four shows KISS performed 
at New York's Madison Square Garden іп 1996. | want 
to thank all the fans who supported and helped me. Maybe 
we also can celebrate the 25th birthday of the Fan Club 
together with the KISS Alive 45 Tour. 


—Harald Streibl 
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my dads connection with Dutch 
multinational Philips (at that time the owner 
of the bands then record label, 
Phonogram/PolyGram) | managed to 
quickly collect all the old albums. 

It took me a few years before | 
found out there was a KISS fan club in 
Holland at the time, but once | did | joined 
immediately. Later on, | also subscribed to 
other KISS fanzines, and as | grew older | 
started to write articles for some of these 
fanzines. But by the late '80s/early "905, the 
Dutch fan club had vanished, and | started 
to think about starting my very own KISS 
fan club and fanzine. | thought that KISS 
fans in Holland deserved to have a KISS fan 


club апа fanzine in their own country, Sometime in 1991 the 
time was right. | had successfully ended my studies and was 
offered a job at a small design studio. So | finally had the funds 
to begin a fan club/fanzine from scratch. All on my own, and 
after a lot of work, | put together a very limited promotional No.O 
issue, which | mailed out to the band, their management and 


record label, and also to some of the other fan clubs and ‘zines 
in the world. After positive responses from all of them, | decided 
to really get this thing going. | started to advertise the fan club, 
‚1п February of 1992, 


and the first members joined the club 
the first real issue came 
out, and with more and же 
more KISS fans from а! ,; 
over the world joining the 
club, it became quite 
impossible to continue 
doing the fanzine all on my 
own. 
The next issue was 
printed professionally, and a 
few fans and photographers 
from various places in the 
world began to contribute to 
the fanzine. That second 
issue focused on the band’s 
UK Tour, which | had followed 
from beginning to end with 
some friends. It was also the 
first time | met the band in person with many more times and 
great experiences to follow. Of all of my experiences with the 
band, there are two definite highlights. The first one being Paul 
and Gene’s promo tour in 1994, when they came over to 
Europe to promote the KISS My Ass tribute album plus the 
forthcoming KISStory book. | spent a few days with them in 
Paris and in London, where in between interviews, they had all 
the time in the world for me and а handful of other fans they 
signed anything we handed them, and they never got tired of 
talking to us on whatever subject. They even invited us to join 
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them in the MTV Studios where they'd do their very 
first unplugged performance (Goin’ Blind), and later 
on to a private party thrown by Bob Geldof. Another 
highlight was the 1996 Donington festival where a 
friend and | attended the reunion tour press 
conference and hung out backstage all day until KISS 
took the stage. In fact, in a way we were responsible 
for the band getting on stage а little late, as Gene 
didn’t stop talking to us and had to be pushed into 
the van taking them to the 
stage by bodyguard Andre 
‘the Giant’ Augustine, 

Over the past 18 
years KISS Kollector fan 
club and the fanzine 
became much bigger than 
| had ever expected and 
within a few years the 

fanzine changed from a 
black/white publication 
into a full-color glossy 
magazine. Especially 
since fellow fan Jan 
Verdoorn who quickly 
became a very good 
buddy of mine started 
helping me out with the layout and 
design; then things were taken to a professional level. 
KISS Kollector is now not just one of the two longest- 
running KISS clubs/ fanzines in the world but also the 
longest running one in Holland. Over 60 issues have 
seen the light of day so far. It’s been hard work, very 
hard work, but it’s always been a labor of love, and | 
can’t wait to hear the responses from the fans once 
the next issue is out. 


— Joop van Pelt 
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Photo courtesy of Gene Simmons 
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Whilst most KISS fanzine publishers slaved 
away at their typewriters in the pre-PC era, guided by 
the premise that they'd super-serve their 
mailing list of fellow die-hards with heretofore 
unearthed tidbits of KISS-related minutiae (long since 
deemed less than newsworthy by the mainstream 
media), my motivation for publishing The Neon Glow 
in the early "905 was far less noble, and far more 
selfish and/or “shocking.” Depending on your point of 
view, | Suppose. 

| say “shocking” as if it were still possible to 
do such a thing to the likely reader of this 
piece. Chances are, if you bought this fine 
collectible compendium of ‘zines, nothing KISS does 
can shock you any longer. Yep, you’ve not 
only survived the Fox’s cover of “Beth,” but you were 
there for three different Catmen (completists should 
include Eddie Canon, after all), not to mention Gene 
as Velvet Von Ragner. Yes, you've been there through 
the thick and mightiest of thin. But if you borrowed this 
book (because you were too ashamed to buy it), 
chances are you know maybe three KISS songs by 
name, have no idea KISS ever took off their makeup, 
and would be “shocked” to learn some of us actually 
care about their music. Totally and completely. Count 
me in as one of the sort. 

In late 1975, as my mother drove myself and 
two sisters to the seemingly glorious Marquette Mall 
in Michigan City, Indiana—with Chicago’s WLS blaring 
over the AM radio once again 一 | had no idea which 
group it was, exactly, that was inviting me to a party 
that had just begun, but these cavemen were gonna 
“let me in!” via an irresistible Neanderthal rhythm, and 
a monster hook to boot. Though | had no idea why 
they were interested in rocking only “part of every day” 
—| was in. | HAD ТО HAVE THAT RECORD, and 
eventually | did get it. Sans picture sleeve, no less. 

Sure | had seen photos of that “KISS group” 
before said purchase, but | used to sort of confuse 
their album covers with Steve Miller’s The Joker at the 
time, and well...it didn't occur to me that those 
masked “queers” (as my mother called them, after we 
were frightened by them on the Mike Douglas Show) 
were actually the same cavemen inviting me to “Rock 
and Roll All Nite.” Regardless, | was hooked by the 
music, first and foremost. Believe it. 

Seventeen years later, | remained musically 
engaged in this fantastic foursome—and 
became obsessed with knowing more about what 
made their songs tick. How they could drift from 
Humble Pie to The Who to T.REX-ish influences on 
KISS Alivel, then revert to Pink Floyd-meets proggy 
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Genesis mood swings on The Elder (don’t get me started 
about the stunning segues from power pop to disco on 
Unmasked!) More importantly, KISS were always about their 
hooks and harmonies still being evident long after the blood, 
makeup and bombs had faded. If you doubt this, watch their 
1995 MTV Unplugged episode and tell me it isn’t less 
calculated and far more liberating and joyful than the average 
self- absorbed grunge boys of the day. KISS have many great 
songs...and | wanted to get to the bottom of them, so | started 
a “zine” to do so. Though | have since worked with them on 
various musical and professional levels, nothing knocked my 
socks off more than the first time my home telephone rang one 
day, and it was Gene Simmons himself—taking the time to chat 
with an obsessed fan-boy with a circulation no greater 
than 48 readers at the time. We actually got into an argument 
about the art of songwriting, Gene and |, during that call...not 
because he’d heard one song | had ever written, but because 
he gave me the benefit of the doubt for no reason, other than 
| cared, and so did he. 

KISS created a culture amongst their fans where 
believing in yourself would eventually pay off, and for many, it 
has. They probably regret that this has also created a nation of 
anonymous bloggers who all think they know better than Gene 
or Paul about everything...but therein lays the secret to it 
all. The value of passion over passivity has never been lost on 
either Simmons, or Stanley. My compliments to the Chefs. 

For those of you that doubt their songs, look for 
“Ken's Killer Kiss Kuts” ¡Mix on iTunes, and thank me later! 


—Ken Gullic 
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Greetings glowsters! Can you believe it? 
ALIVE III and The NEON GLOW #3 all at the 


same time! It seems 


like just the other 


decade when I was freaking on the "Evolu- 
tion Of KISS" book in Alive II, I was mes- 


merized! 


Eventually I even listened to 


the record! EYYEEEIEE!! GOTTA PEE! ALIVE 
III!! (Sorry.) Yup- we've already got our 
faves here... And they're surprises! [Next 
issue we'll campile your votes for fave 
"A III" songs- so send us yer 5 faves!!} 


Here at T.N.G. it's: 


(in no order) "I 


JUST WANNA" (Amazing since your editor 
wasn't knocked out by the REVENGE version); 
"HEAVEN'S ON FIRE" (even more amazing- this 


used to b.o.r.e. me... 


but now Gene's fills 


with Mr. Singer and Bruce's "Stone-isms" 
save the day!); "WATCHIN' YOU" ( shoulda 
joined it w/SPIT for a groove-twofer!); 

^I WAS MADE FOR LOVIN' YOU" (Sorry Gene- 
{see interview]killer vox by Pauly!) then 
it's a tie between "CREATURES..." (for 
Bruce's extended solo) or "DETROIT..." ( 
for Paul's vocals) or, well- give me time! 
("We're goma tum the microphrne over tah...") 
ACE FREHLEY now has his own fanzine called 
ROCK SOLDIERS and he's heavily involved. 


Write ROCK SOLDIERS; P.O. Box 618; Yonkers, 


NY 10703-0618. Tell 'em T.N.G. sent ya! 
KISS IN ROCK AND ROLL HALL OF FAME? Sorta! 


The "Hall" has contacted T.N.G. and request- 


ed copies of The NEON GLOW for their arch- 


ives. 


We even made it into the REVENGE tour 


book!! (lower right hand corner of fanzine 
page between KISS Crazy and KISS Strike) 
THANKS GUYS! No word on an ALIVE III tour. 
GENE is apparently involved in a proper 
KISS Tribute Album which will include 
Garth Brooks, Anthrax, Nirvana (they 
sucked on "Hard To Believe" mega!), Pearl 


Jam, Nine Inch Nails, 


Green Jelly, Stone 


Temple Pilots and more? (I told Gene about 
a dream I had where Tony Bennet was doing 
"A World Without Heroes" and he seemed 
very taken by the idea so...?) EDDIE 
KRAMER recently told Billboard: "The band 
just sounds like it has a fresh spark." 


(regarding ALIVE III) 


. Eddie's doin' a 


HENDRIX tribute... Will ACE or KISS show 
up? YOUR votes for fave REVENGE ва 


#1 UNBOLY (18%); #2 TAKE IT oer 
(13%); #3 (tie) GOD САУЕ...; I 
JUST WANNA and THOU SHALT NOT 


received 11% each. 


Keep your 


ears open for POLYGRAM promotions 
in your town involving ALIVE III 
listening parties of some sort 


with KISS in person! Your fave 
record stores should know of this. 


Speaking of... A final word оп 

"А III": Hats off to Gene & Paul 
for sticking it out and making it 
happen. Kudos to Bruce and Eric 

for RISing TO ІТ! To those of you 
(i.e. all of us) who miss ERIC CARR; 
yes it would be awesome if he had 


been here for this 


. But he's not. 


Ultimately ANIMALIZE LIVE UNCENSORED 
shoulda been the ALIVE III era and 
we'd be up to IV by now. Do not 


resent KISS for carrying on. 


Thank 


them for blessing us with ERIC CARR 
to begin with. Spare a thought for 
his family. “Nobody's messing with 


you..." Peace. 


5.4.45 


Ken Gullic 


TNG: "Would you say that the difference be- 
tween a good song and а bad song is that a 
good song is finished?" 

GENE: "No, I think that's very surface... You 


can finish a bad song. Finished doesn't mean 
anything. Who determines when a song is fin- 
ished?" 

TNG: "I'm just thinking that if a song is weak- 
maybe if you'd worked on it longer..." 

GENE: "Oh not at all! You can work on a bad 

song fran now until doams day. It'll still be 

a bad song. But if you've got the germ of a 
good idea... A riff that connects. Even if 

you don't finish the song people will be drawn 
to it. People go "Oh I like that riff!" "That's 
a good melody." You know, it may not hold up- 
but you'll immediately go "Gee- that's something 
interesting." A piece of shit-. you can spend... 
I don't care how many times you re do it." 

"No I don't think it's how long you spend 
working on a song. It's whether or not you've 
actually got the goods. And to back up that 
point; some of the songs that people think аге 
better songs- same of them took five minutes 
to write and others took five months. Specif- 
ically; "Domino" took a half hour to write. 
"unholy" took about three months. "Thou Shalt 
Not" was about three or four weeks! So there 
just are no rules." 

TNG: "Well it sounded good when I said it once..." 
GENE: "It was a nice sounding thing but I didn't 
buy it. Do you write songs?" 

TNG: "Yes I do." 

GENE: "So, do you find that the better songs that 
you write always take more time?" 

TNG: "Not necessarily." 

GENE: "Well you've contradicted yourself." 

TNG: "Well maybe I have but I will say this. 
There's been same songs that I've thought 'This 
ѕискѕ.' And I've maybe formed a different band 
and we work it up again and same other element 
comes into it and all of a sudden they eventually 
end up being good." 


"It depends on the players or maybe 
you come up with another idea." | 
GENE: "Well they don't yet wind up being 
good. Because you and I aren't the judge. 

ІҒ they connect with people- at that point 
it'll be good. Before then it's the promise | 
of something.” 

TNG: "Well that leads me to another question. 
When do you consider an album successful? 
When you've made the record that you've in- 
tended to make or when it goes top ten and 
platinum?" 

GENE: "It's when I like it. Because there 
have been songs that we've recorded or albums 
that we've made that have been very success- 
ful- "Crazy Nights" and "I Was Made For Lovin 
You"- which I don't like. I think "I Was 
Made For Lovin' You" may have been the big- 
gest single we*ve had world wide. But it 
doesn't do anything for me." 

"At the point that we were doing it I 
was buying it but in retrospect... You know 
it's like when you look back at your own 
older pictures. You go "Оһ my god, I looked 
like a geek!' But at the point you were doi 
it you bought it." 

TNG: "Would you say samething like "Naked 
City" [UNMASKED] is a better song than 
"Murder In High Heels" [ANIMALIZE]? 

GENE: (pauses) "...Yes." 

TNG: "I think the problem with same KISS 
records that you guys don't necessarily per- 
form music fram anymore is the production- 
whether it's UNMASKED or The ELDER... 

GENE: "No I don't think it's the productin- 
I think it's the style of music." 


TNG: "Well getting back to the 'pop crap' 
Statement regarding the last ten years or 
whatever. І know you have specifics in 
maina. co 
GENE: "Yeah- all the records (laughs)." 

ТМС: "But it's like this Gene. It's like yo 
dad going 'You know that Christmas present I 
gave you ten years ago- І didn't buy it. Му 
girlfriend did..." 

GENE: "No it's not the same thing. It's not 
the same thing because when samebody buys a 
present- your heart is in it. Ага there's no 
question that our heart was in the records. 
But it's just as valid to say that 'You know 
what? І don't think that's as good as this." 
It's the same as looking back over your life 
and saying 'You know what? That year I was 
goofing off!' That's valid. I'm trying to 
be as honest with myself as I am with every- 
body who cares about the band. It's much eas- 
ier for me to say 'They all sold a shitload 
records and they were all great!’ That's 
bullshit." 


TING: "Well, оп a certain level when you came 
out and said ‘Gene Simmons hasn't been there 
all along' I thought "Yeah, Gene gets it.' 
That's kind of been a problem. Paul's carried 
the band on a few records- I see that. But 
there were maments that I liked." 

GENE: "Oh, that's okay. But moments don't 
make a movie. You know all these records tha 
I'm talking about being "рор стар"... There 
were some very good moments on them. There's 
some good songs. I really like "Burn Bitch 
Вип" 
ING: "I liked "Lonely Is The Hunter^- І thougi 
that was kinda Humble Pie-ish." 

GENE: "That was interesting. There were same 
moments but not enough. And we меге... In 
videos and the photos- we were all lost in 
limbo. [Ed. note: So Gene does listen to ACE' 
solo albums!]. But that's okay. You're а11- 
owed to do that. In a long distance relation 
shi can't always be right on the mark!" 


see page 5. 


"Songs That Got Away" 

"IT'S MY LIFE" 

(Simmons, Stanley) 

WENDY О. WILLTAMS- WOW 

TNG: What kept that from being on a KISS 
record? 

GENE: Paul and I king of have a check and 
balance system. You know- when you really 
don't like a song and you keep fighting again- 
St а song- it doesn't get on. Paul & I wrote 
that song together. He was never crazy about 
it. So it didn't get on the record. But 
there were songs that he was crazy about that 
I said "that's awful" and those never got оп. 


INS: ...а pretty awescme song, I think. 

GENE: We may re-record that! 

ING: Any chance of this stuff showing up on 

a KISS box set. Is there that mich of this 
unreleased type stuff floating around? 

GENE: There's a lot of that. And there will 
be a box set. 

ING: Any specific time frame for that? 

GENE: No. 

ING: I've detected in same interviews that you 
weren't that enthused about a box set. 

GENE: Well, we're too anxious to do new mater- 
dal. Seems to me, a box set should be - - 
released when a band wants a vacation. If any- 
thing I want to double up on what we're doing. 
KISS' WEAKEST ALBUM? 

GENE: UNMASKED, probably. 

TNG: Is that pretty unbearable for you to 
listen to? 

GENE: I don't listen to it. 

TNG: But you like Naked City? 

GENE: Yeah- I think that's okay. 


re: REVENGE 

TNG: I congratulate you on REVENGE. It's an 
awesome record. It stands with the KISS records 
of all time. How did you feel the first time 
you heard the final mix of Unholy? 


GENE: I was BLOWN away like I hadn't been for a 
decade! 


TNG: Do you get in your car and drive around 
and listen to it a thousand times? 

GENE: Oh yeah! Oh yeah, and it really works! 
You know there are songs that start popping up. 
For instance in the beginning- Thou Shalt Not 
wasn't one of my favorites. Now it's one of my 
favorite songs! ? 


TNG: Yeah I think that's maybe your second best 
song on the record. It's agressive, the lyrics 
are great. 

GENE: Which one's the first? 

TNG: Oh, Unholy! 

GNE: Well see Spit, for a while, was my favor- 
ite. 

TNG: It's definitely in there. I mean, this 
was the first album in a while where we have 3 
or 4 Gene songs before we get to a Paul song 
that I think stands- you know- that's just my 
opinion. 

GENE: No, I understand! 

ING: There is one song that I thought was weak 
on REVENGE. І think Paralyzed... 

GENE: I agree with you! And that's why... 

You know as the song was s ing to be mixed- 
in the beginning I thought "wow this thing is 
like a steamroller" and towards the end when 
everyting was mixed- I went "You know what? 
This is ok but this record is much stronger than 


this song and that's why it was pushed all the 

way to the end. 

TAG: I thought the rap section was interesting. 
GENE: Oh that was a Very... It was a much long- 
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PAUL STANLEY days before recording 
ALIVE III! (Chicago; 11/21/92 by Jim Hewitt) 


er song! And it was a very long rap. And 
there was a very very long instrumental 
piece in it. That was all cut down. 
Because it just didn't stand up. 

TNG: I agree with you. But again- Unholy 
just knocks me on my ass. Everybody brings 
up the make up era and Gene Simmons' 

at that time but in the video for "Unholy" 
I think- in same ways the Gene Simmons 
persona, if you will, is more wicked than it 
has ever been. And to an extent- as awescme 
as the make up thing is- this is almost 
scarier because this is Gene "for real". 
When you roll your eyes in the video- it's 
So intense that I don't know how anybody 
could think that this doesn't compete with 
the past 'cause it absolutely does. 

GENE: But I do have to say- nobody can com- 
pete with their past. No matter how cute 
you think you look today, when samebody whips 
out a picture of you as a baby- you lose, 
you know. You can't compete with the past. 
And there's no reason why you should. 

TNG: Any surprises for ALIVE III as far as 
song inclusions go? 

GENE: Four from the first chapter of the 
band. 3 or 4 off of CREATURES. 3 or 4 off 
of REVENGE. And then a smattering of middle 
period stuff. And overall- we recorded a 
lot more than we used. We've got another 10 
songs sitting around. At least today we 
think it's the best of all worlds.: 16 songs 
on the American- 17 for overseas 'cause they 
always demand another track. 

TNG: What song is on the overseas one? 
GENE: "Take It Off". and at the same time 
we're editing a long form video. The name 
of which we don't know yet. And there will 
be a long- big book. 

ING: When is that coming out? 

GENE: We don't know that yet either. 

ING: Do you know the name of that yet? 


GENE: Harry probably... not yet- we don't 
really know. Then there will also be... 
We're also starting on a fall record. And 
soon we'll also be able to tell every body 
this other big thing that we're working on 
but we can't talk about it now! 

TNG: That's really fair Gene, thanks! I read 
somewhere that you guys had done "Sweet Pain 
in a sound сһеск- any chance of scmething 
like that on ALIVE III? 


GENE: Everybody thinks that when we do sound- 
checks that some how they get recorded or 
semething- and I gotta dispel that rumor. But 
actually I don't care if people think that- 
that's okay too. 

What actually happens when you do a live 
record- you've got thirty mics all over the 
place... So during sound checks you have to 
do very thorough checks- and that's why you 
show up and do long, long sound checks, And 
during sound check we play all kinds of weird 
things. 
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BRUCE оп ACE FREHLEY 
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BRUCE on MARK ST. JOHN 


"I've Had Enough"; "Mark's а really int 
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ANIMALIZE 15 a terrific record and Mark 
did a great job on it." 


па, 


E KISS, it = 


| produced a KISS fanzine back in '94-'95 
called KISS 'n Times. | did it for three or four issues 
during that time-frame. | recall passing it out for free 
at a Chicago KISS convention іп "94 and getting 
maybe a dozen people or so to write me to 
“subscribe” to it. At the time the Internet was just 
starting to really take off, and | didn’t have my own 
PC, so | was using my work computer to put it 
together. 

| was a big fan of all the fanzines, but my 
favorite was Firehouse Magazine done by a guy 
named Ronn Roxburgh. It inspired me to do KISS "n 
Times for about a year. Since | lived in the Chicago 
area, there always seemed to be KISS stuff and 
news happening, whether it was conventions, Ace 
or Peter solo tours coming through town, etc. | also 
always liked to contribute news and other snippets 
to other fanzines, so | just decided to give it a try. 
Believe me, it was nowhere near as professional as 
many of the other fanzines, but | felt it was pretty 
good content wise, though. KISS 'n Times morphed 
into an e-mail fanzine | did in "95 called Digital KISS 
with a guy named R. Scott Bolton. 

I’m 45 years old and have been a KISS fan 
since 1976 when | saw them featured іп my sister's 
16 magazine. | have had too many great KISS 
experiences to count, but the best was probably the 
Reunion Tour in 96-797. That tour | saw them coast 
to coast with the help of some well-timed business 
trios (wink). | saw shows at the LA Forum, New 
York’s Madison Square Garden, the Detroit Tiger 
Stadium show, plus all the shows In Chicago and 
within 200 miles of town. | have a tremendous 
collection of KISS collectibles that was featured in a 
Chicago newspaper, the Daily Herald’, back in 1998. 
| continue to follow the band closely and lock forward 
to the forthcoming new album and tour. 


— Chris Stompanato 
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іп columbus, ga 


Fans In Columbus, 
Georgia baping to bank fa the 
cortumed glory of the four 
inal members of Kise in 
concert got three-quartere of 
h 


“Poter had been feeling ill when tho 
hand arrived In Columbue and 
и а lot of pain in his arms. In 
п, he met with a 
ові and had a 

he feit, no better and 


tt! 
sa But th ле venue di E hi 
opened al that and Jt was too 
late to c H Үйде: had been 
mors noLlo show would have 
heen canceled but It got boo late Lo do 
that.” reporta Gerri Miller of Metal 
Edge Magazine 


ss’ drum techni- 
п Ed Cannon Поб In Spenser 
with hastily-appliod cat make Г 
up. Origs la hack behind the drum kli now. 


Columbus Incident Stirs Reaction 


I've read about tbe situation with Pater Cries at the Columbus show. le thie an 
example of how much KISS supposedly "love' their fane? The guys really screwed over а 
venue full of fans that paid money to eee three Kise guys and somsone etea, Why not Just 
the show? Dose the money mean that much? ff Peter's he 5 а problem and 
тін is concerned about il, then why continue the tour? I have totally lost what 
t I once had for Kise and сап now see what matters. Did KISS give the fane the 
option of a refund al the Crise-less show? Did KIS§ announce it prior to the show? There 
are probably paople that have waited for THAT show for в long time and this is the kind of 
shit they got for thelr $40? Why not dress the guy up like Егіс Carr? Wouldn't that be cooll 
I grew up listening to Klas and the Dynasty tour was my first ooncert, 60 1 was genuinely 
excited to hear that the original hand was going to tour, Admittedly, Klas SOUNDED great, 
in Loulsville. I was impreseed with the fact that the muele was sounding good after all the 
years apart, hub that's about all that 1 wae impressed with thora. Tho set list was about 
s generic эз humanity possible, Nothing out of the ordinary. 

What I'm basically trying to say here Is, don't forget about the music. Kise ів a 
hand. Speaking only for myself, thie tour has gone on long enough and {f the hand le tired 
and the membara’ health {s in question, don't rip off the fans with an impostar, fust cancel 

he show or the tour, get some rest and crank out new material. That would make the fans 
nep py. It seems that Kiss is falling Into the same trap I} fell into ‘in the 70's where the 
nonay and the merchandise mattered more than the musie. It's really sad to $68 from my 
it of view, hut I supposes sagging record sales will make a hand do whatever it takes to 
top again, bul al what expener? Bringing in a replacement for Peter In full regalia? 
the surviving Beatles could get вотеопо to dress as Lennon and sell somo tickets. 
the fane at that show, ... Ив the same thing, 


Kiss’ original lineup has 
tapped veteran producer 
Eddie Kramer who's 
worked with Jimi 
Hendrix and Led Zeppelin 
to helm their first studio 

` album in 18 years. 


"Kiss fans want 
а new record and we do 
too." Gene Simmons told 
‘Metal Edge magazine. 
Production will begin in 
_ October, with an early 
1998 release targeted. 
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Alliance. | worked with. them: оп: theirs, and they 
eventually helped me start KISS Montage. They 


helped me come up with the half-page idea, because : 
| wanted to look different from the others that were - 
out there at the time and have a bonus color’ cover... 
The first issue was published in March 1994 and ran | 
through the end of the Rock the Nation tour. The last ` 
issue came out in the winter of 2005, in October. 


There really wasn’t much going on at the time and 


work was getting in the way, so | ended it there. | 


© always wanted to bring it back, and maybe this year 
will be the time. | miss doing it, so maybe with the new 
CD | can get it going. We shall see. 

| have a lot of great experiences with 
members of KISS because of the fanzine. | was there 
just before the reunion tour and right through all the 
changes for the Rock the Nation tour. | met Paul and 


Gene on several occasions, and they were always ` 


pleasant to me as were Bruce Kulick and Eric Singer. 
Tommy was always accessible to me as well and 


helped me score some interviews and the like. | have- 


to give kudos to all of KISS’s PR people who helped 


кат 


92/4 


KISS Montage 


The way it all started is that | had met — 
brothers, Chris and Andrew Allin, who were running ` 
a KISS fanzine, The Elder, later changed to the KISS 


me with questionnaires and setting up interviews and getting 
me access to the band and shows; without them | would have 
never had the experience | did. Doc McGhee was great to me 
as well, ensuring | was being taken care of when he saw me. . ` 

Being that | lived in Rhode Island, | didn't always have ` 
the band in my area, but because of the people in the KISS 


_organization, | was able to be at the Reunion show in Detroit, 
‚ the Psycho Circus tour in Los Angeles and various other shows 
‚around the country. On the other hand, when Ace (and Peter) 


came into the area, the fanzine got me access to them as well, 
and | had a great experience with their staff. One of my most 
memorable times was meeting Paul in Toronto and seeing him 
do the Phantom of the Opera and how he treated my wife and 
| at the time, giving us his full attention with all that was going 
on. What a great show he did that night. The whole thing 


| became special, not just because of that, but because my wife 
. got to experience everything firsthand. 


Gene was also great when he came to Provided 
promoting Carnival of Souls, and | met him outside the radio 
station. He actually brought me in with him, and in the studio 
while he was on the air, talking and joking with me throughout 
that time. It was fantastic. One of my biggest thrills was when 
Paul picked out one of my photos for the KISS cards that came 
out in the signature series, and my photo became a promo 
card. My list of special times and great experiences can go on 
and on, all due to my love of the greatest rock band. Doing a 
fanzine was my way to express it and let everyone know that | 
ат а KISS fan. It just makes me want to SHOUT IT OUT 
LOUD. .' 


— Seth A. Kahaian 
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Where to begin? Well, go back to 1977. | was sitting in 
the living room of my parents’ home at that time, in the buckle 
of the famed Bible-belt region of the United States— Jonesboro, 
Arkansas to be precise. My folks and | were watching the 
American Music Awards, and, frankly, it had been a pretty dull 
night overall. Lots of disco songs, flashy dancers and such. 
Then, it happened...my world was reshaped in the span of 
about five minutes that cold winter night. | heard the show hosts 
(whoever they were that particular year!) announce that KISS 
had been recorded at a performance in Washington, D.C. and 
would be featured doing “Shout It Out Loud.” | took notice, but 
only because my church had been debating the evils of rock 
music, and the preacher had condemned KISS as being Satan 
worshippers (think Knights in Satan’s Service). At the tender age 
of nine, | was intrigued about this supposedly perverse and evil 
band and what they apparently stood for. 

| watched the song unfold in utter amazement. The 
pounding guitar chords, catchy chorus and upbeat lyrics were 
enough. | mean, come on— “Let's get rowdy with the girls and 
boys" —just screams childhood rebellion and a good time. But, 
those vaunted costumes, face paint and heels were all it took 
to grab my attention, capture my oh-so-impressionable heart 
and mind, and that was it—| became a proud soldier in the KISS 
Army at that very moment, and some 33 years later, my love 
and loyalty to the band remains cemented and undeniable. 
What really clinched it for me was hearing my 

mother say that | would be corrupted, 
Т indeed “recruited” into the darkest corners 
of hard rock music and all its dangers, by 
daring to ask that my parents buy K/SS 
Alive! | was the first album | ever wanted 
(and in my mind at that point in life ever 
NEEDED). From there, | craved anything and 
everything KISS, from more albums to 
posters, magazines, the first set of dolls, 
trading cards, notebooks with their faces 
adorned across the covers and so many other 
novelties of my real, true heroes. Some kids at 
the time idolized sports figures. For me, it was 
Paul, Ace, Gene and Peter. Still is, even though 
| supported the band in all its various lineups 
down through the decades. 

My favorite KISS moment is, without 
question, the first time | ever saw the band in concert. It was 
July 10, 1996, at The Pyramid Arena in Memphis, Tennessee. | 
went to the show with my childhood best friend, himself a huge 
KISS fan. Somehow, | had managed to obtain a press pass (| 
am a journalist by profession) and stood there in the pit, 
snapping photos for the first three songs of the night. It was 
magical in so many ways, partly because | saw the guys with 
my buddy, but also due to the fact that | had been placed on 
Ace's side of the stage, where he flashed his famous thumbs- 
up signal while playing his solo during “Deuce.” This fan honestly 
felt like the nine-year-old from all those years ago at that 
moment. Since then, I’ve had the privilege to see KISS play 


nearly 20 times. It never gets stale or too 
much of the same thing. Why? Because 
| am transformed back in time to being a 
kid again, to an era when | didn’t worry 
about the mortgage or paying bills or 
who the president of my country is. KISS 
gives me back the best of myself 
because THEY are their best when on 
that stage. 

About 10 years ago, one of my 
dearest friends and | decided to tackle a 
fanzine, Psycho Babble, after obtaining 
the publication from Steve Huff, its 
founder and publisher. He had moved on 
to other business ventures, and we were 
stoked about giving it a shot. And even 
though things didn’t work out beyond a 
few issues, we were thrilled to have been 
part of the fanzine world and see how it 
not only impacted KISS fans back then, 
but in the way it influences folks today 
and will continue to in the years to come. 
Steve provided that opportunity, and we 
are thankful for it. We were also quite 
fortunate to be part of Exciter, a tribute 
band to our favorite band, and count 
that experience as just another piece of 
our own KlSStory. Last summer, we 
were part of the first-ever KISS 
Convention in Jonesboro. The chief 
organizer and a co-founder of the band, 
Gaylon Tyner, is Paul in our group. We 
wanted the best, and we always got it. 


—Anthony Childress 
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RADIOACTIVE was а fanzine and fan club 
produced in Brisbane, Australia. It was a quarterly 
magazine publishing fifteen issues between March 1999 
and September 2002. There were also two special, 
limited-edition supplementary issues printed for fan club 
members, “KISS The Concerts 1973-1995” and 
“Unmasked, the 20! Anniversary of KISS’ 1980 
Australian Tour.” RADIOACTIVE was a fanzine by fans 
for the fans, and it was totally run as nonprofit with all 
subscriptions being put back into the fanzine. 

A team of three produced the fanzine and ran 
the fan club. Mark Bridge was editor/writer, Brett Bartlett 
was the fan club President/writer and Donna Bartlett 
was fan club treasurer and writer/columnist. The fan 
club’s Melbourne (the KISS capitol of Australia) 
Representative was Al “Stanley” Hamer, who rallied 
multiple memberships by extensive promotion and 
conducted interviews for some fanzine features. 
RADIOACTIVE was born out of the demise of a previous 
Australian fan club Crazy Knights. We decided that we 
could produce a fanzine that would portray KISS in a 
positive way and keep the KISS ARMY flag flying 
downunder. RADIOACTIVE fan club members came 
from many countries, Australia, New Zealand, Japan, 
USA and the UK to name a few. Band members also 
received the issues and we often received handwritten 
messages from them, which were later published for the 
fans to read. 

All members of the RADIOACTIVE team have 
been fans of KISS since the mid to late '70s and 
continue to be to this day. Our combined KISS 
experiences are many and varied from first meeting the 
band in 1980 to attending a private party with Gene, 
Paul and Ace on the eve of the Australian leg of the 
Reunion Tour, conducting personal interviews with Gene 
and Paul on the Farewell tour in 2001, interviewing 
Bruce Kulick on two occasions, attending the 2001 
KISS press conference in Sydney plus many other 
personal meetings with band members past and 
present as well as meeting and becoming friends with 
family of some band members. Mark, Brett and Donna 
also travelled to Canada in December 1999 to attend 
the Millennium concert in Vancouver. To pinpoint just 
one special KISS moment for each of us is near 
impossible because there are so many! 

RADIOACTIVE is a fanzine we are all very proud 
to have been involved with. 


—Brett and Donna Bartlett 
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L to R: Al "Stanley" Hamer 
(Melbourne Rep.), Mark 
Bridge (Editor), Donna 

4 Bartlett (Treasurer), Brett 
Bartlett (President) 
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WELCOME TO THE SHOW 


KISS Revenge 


Welcome to my world, the world of KISS Revenge. 
I’m Arie van Rotterdam (42), married to Corina (41) and a 
KISS fan since 1977. | got hold of a tape of the Destroyer 
album, and | was sold. | ran KISS Revenge for ten years 
(1992-2002), put out 27 fanzines and had the time of my life. 
The sky was the limit, and no expenses were spared. The 
joy was all the great people I've met along the way. A lot of 
my best friends were met through the fanzine. Unfortunately, 
due to personal and financial reasons we had to close 
down. We're still active and in close contact with many 
sources in the entertainment market, and the business side 
will always be my main interest. 

For the KISS show in Leiden, Holland (1980), my 
parents said | was too young, and when the band came to 
Brussels, Belgium, | tried, but yet again failed, to convince 
them to let me go. Finally, at the age of seventeen | got my 
parents. approval to attend my first KISS show with Bon Jovi 
as opener in Zwolle on November 4, 1984. 


MAY 1997 REVENGE ISSUE #17 


The first issue (September 1992) was sent to 
KISS, their record company and some rock publications 
and approved KISS fanzines. It tells you more about me 
and my devotion and collection of KISS. The start of 
the joumey of my life. The KISS world opened up big time 


` and made me feel very welcome. Thanks to Lydia Criss, 


we made real contact with the KISS Organization, and we 
received our first message by fax from Gene October 4, 
1993. 

The ultimate gift from the band to us was given 
June 11, 1997, in Utrecht, Holland, when we met Gene 
and Paul backstage. The ultimate celebration of our 5th 
Anniversary! 

No computer virus/breakdown or terrorist 
attack can keep us from publishing our 9th anniversary 
of the ultimate KISS Revenge (1992-2001). The 
countries of the free world are uniting against terrorism. 
The KISS Army has a bond that includes not just the 
band. These are the times when we all need to pull 
together and help however possible—a_ strong 
reminder of the respect and friendshio shown within the 
KISS Army worldwide. | 

Ву 2002, Асе and KISS were no more. Ace 
simply didn't want to do KISS anymore. It was as 
simple as that. There were huge sums of money offered 
to both Peter and Ace to stay in KISS, and both turned 
it down, and Gene and Paul decided to go forward with 

mmy and Eric. For those who have a problem with 
5 version of the band, the solution is very simple; if 
Wi don't like what you hear and see—leave the party, 
| Just one week after we returned home from 

о KISS/Aerosmith shows in 2003, Corina’s father 

пу died, and we had to stop...but no regrets. 

e still supporting and promoting KISS 100%. 


2. 3 


-- Arie van Rotterdam 
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Y KISS Strike 


KISS immediately attracted my attention with their 
look in the Dynasty period, but when ! started hearing the 
older albums I thought they were a bit too hard rock for me. 
But little by little | started loving their music as well. At that 
point, around 1981, | loved the look and their music so much 
that | was KISSED!!! started collecting everything | could get 
my hands on, and when | couldn’t find anything new in 
Rome | started getting in touch with people outside of Rome 
to build my collection through music magazine adverts. | kept 
collecting avidly, and soon | had amassed enough material 
to become of the biggest KISS collectors in Italy. But that 
wasn’t enough for me, so | decided to start a fan club, KISS 
Army Rome, to have more contacts to trade KISS items with. 
| didn’t even think having a fan club would allow me to finally 
meet my idols. 

Officially the club started on November 1, 1994, at 
a concert in Lausanne on the Animalize tour where | first gave 
away flyers to announce the birth of the club. The first fanzine 
KISS Strike was photocopied and came out in early 1985. 
At that time, the magazine consisted of a translation of 
articles from magazines and fan clubs outside of Italy, so it 
was not original material at all. | used to get articles mostly 
from the KISS Explorer Army from Holland, Firehouse from 
Canada and the KISS Force from the States. Finally in 1987, 
a photographer from the States started sending me original 
photos and material for Strike. Then | started to see Strike 
more as a quality product instead of just a way to acquire 
new stuff for my collection. | 

Му school days ended іп 1987, and | decided to 
turn the club into my full-time job. Nineteen eighty-eight was 
my big year with my first issue of Strike that was printed and 
in two languages. That was dhe year Age ваще E 
and KISS appeared in Eufð бе finallygnet my i gnal 
followed the first tour see 
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‘magazine by circulating tons of flyers throughout ` 
Europe, and memberships started growing more and . 


more. Then | changed from the club name from KISS 
Army Rome to KISS Army International. Also my career 
as a photographer started then, and I still look at those 
early photos with great pride. At that point | also started 
selling merchandise, which helped Strike grow more 
and more. 

Strike was basically a combination of all the 
good things | noticed from all the fanzines around the 
world, and when | thought that something was missing 
| would create it myself. For the layout | always tried to 
make it look like a music magazine. It was all done by 
me, and | was learning all the time how to make it look 
professional. | never went to any school or took courses 
in design, but gradually | taught myself, seeking advice 
and further improving my skills. Strike became my pride 
and joy, so every issue was carefully planned, and the 
deadlines were always ignored because my aim was to 
create a great magazine. | used to work 10-15 hours a 
day, seven days a week, but working on KISS was my 
passion so it was a full-time pleasure. Quality was always 
the only priority and Strike became known as one of the 
best fanzines around and then became the best! I’m a 
perfectionist, and I've got good taste, and | knew exactly 
what the fans wanted as I’m one of them. 

In 1990 Strike was translated in five languages 
so it could reach fans all over the world. Branches of 
the club were set up in most countries so local directors 
could look after the fans in each country. My marketing 
moves were carefully planned, and all the money which 
came into the club was used in the best way possible. 
With the help of all the great collaborators | had all over 
the world, Strike reached the highest number 
of memberships іп 1992 with 2200. Іп 1997 Strike even 
hit the newsstands, and for the last few issues | did a 

int run of 12,500 copies. Money was never my priority, 
а 15 was a кеу А. | just knew money was 
rtant as it w 0l to help.me reach my goal, 


CY 


which was tobe: the best fanzine in the world, and ак I made itl. l'm not wealthy now, but | made my dream come true! 
Thelast issue по.47 was out in early 2001, and then in September my son Giordan was born, and my new life as a father 
stárted. IA you want to do things well you have to focús on one thing only...and my son became priority and still is. 

Li _ That ав the technical part of the KISS Army, but obviously the best part was living the dream from the inside 
rt of | it. Аза teenager | couldn’ t even dream ав high as | reached, so to see all this happening bit by bit 
was the bases reward | could possibly i imagine. Highlights of this 20- -year-long j journey were meeting face to face with 
my. gods and slowly becoming friends with all of them.. ‚the week with Ace in London and my first KISS tourin 1988 
and Eric Carr, what a. great person!.. «being backstage and becoming friends with the crew.. ‚watching them joking 
around, at the soundchecks.. «receiving money from Paul. when | got robbed on my first US tour п 1990...reading my 
name in the: special thanks on albums by Ace, KISS and Peter.. ‚watching myself in most of the official videos...the first 
photo with the band іп: 1992 and then in 1997 with the makeup! .. ‚the Polygram, dinner i in Tuscany with Paul next to me 
апа Gene right in front of me. ..the troublemaker Eric Singer organizing funny surprises for me...having Bruce for dinner 
іп my home in Rome and Melbourne. ..traveling the world for-every single leg of each tour and getting to know all the 
famous KISS fans and famous people who helped KISS:along the way.. making tons of friends all over the world through 
KISS conventions and concerts.. ‚being there-while Alive Ill was’created...showing Peter around Prague for a full 
day.. ‚being mentioned afew. times at various press ‘conferences and at the official KISS conventions and getting to 
kñow Tommy Thayer. the MTV: Unplugged show, | was ard row іп front of Bruce, and | lost my voice from: shouting 
when | saw the original members playing together.. «seeing KISS finally back i in makeup, my biggest dream came true. 
At the Melbourne soundcheck i in 2004 they even invited me onstage to sing “Detroit Rock City"l.. the KISS Symphony 
show, wow!.. ‚and to close it all, after exactly 20 years of touring from 1988, it just happened that Ace played again in 
London in 2008 after 20 years missing, and again the. same year KISS came to tour Europe after nine years missing, 
and 294 сап. | bet, | WAS. THERE u both to end. this сіздігі іп ту life. 


— Nicola Сіссагопе 
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Tour OfAustralia 19995 


Upon Finisbing a long awalted tour of Japan KISS trlumphiantly returned 
to tout Rustreilo, after more than fiftegn pear of walting, "The Thundsi” 
181063 downunder once agaln from February 2, 1995 through February 
13, 1995. Durlag the tour with "The Sphinx” the Arst series of Five Official 
KISS Conventions шеге held with displays of Items never before on 
display, from the official KISS archives, 
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Thirteen-year old Gene Klein lived with his mother, Florence, іп а poor 
neighborhood located on 33-51 84th Street in the Jackson Heights section of New 
York City. Feeling like a stranger in a strange land, he closely identified and forged a 

profound emotional connection with science fiction, fantasy, and monsters. Long 
before rock music became his guiding force in life, Gene’s imagination was fired by 
comic books, Famous Monsters of Filmland, and an endless array of films like King 
Kong, Phantom of the Opera, Goazilla, and Rodan that aired weekly on Channel 
95 Million Dollar Movie. He even wrote a song about his idol, revered film star 
Lon Chaney Sr., “Man of 1000 Faces,” which appeared on his 1978 solo album. 

This exciting new world provided a sense of escapism for a teenager 
who felt like an outsider and fought hard to find a way to fit in and be accepted. 
“| wanted to be King Kong, | didn’t want to be a human being,” asserts 
Simmons today. “| wanted to be Godzilla. | wanted to be larger than Ше. | 

wanted to be the thing that came down the street that made you go, ‘Oh my 
God, what is that!” 
Recognizing a kindred spirit and communal connection with the 
sci-fi, fantasy, and horror fan base, Gene created his own fanzine, Cosmos, 
an amateur, homespun publication, which was seared with his passion, 
knowledge, enthusiasm and, most of all, respect for his subject matter. He 
would later put out other fanzines dealing with the sci-fi, fantasy and horror 
genres including Cosmos Stiletto, Faun, Adventure, Mantis, and 
Tinderbox. 
Gene’s innate love of sci-fi, fantasy and monsters has never abated; he would 
later tap into that larger-than-life vision when helping to creating KISS, a band that merged rock music 
with striking comic book/horror visuals. 


а small audience that these ‘magazines were 
seograbh. which: was а very primitive way of 
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Journal. This was a very insular world, only for the people who were cool and knew everything there was to know about 
science fiction and fantasy. 

| became enchanted with American movies and American television shows like The Twilight Zone. | always 
kept turning the channel or going to movies that had to do with fantasy and stretching the boundaries of the rules of 
nature. The rules of nature say man is not meant to fly, but what if we can? So to me Superman was fascinating. 
Nature says that dinosaurs don’t exist today, but what if they did? And so, The Lost World was interesting. An ape is 
only supposed to be five foot six, five foot seven but what would happen if it was ten stories tall? So the “what if’ 
always fascinated to me. 

First Га buy Famous Monsters of Filmland and then Castle of Frankenstein, Screen Thrills Illustrated, and 
Spaceman magazines. All of these magazines were edited and written by people who really loved the subject matter, 
and every once in a while Га notice that there were addresses for things known as fanzines—people who'd publish 
their own magazines. These weren't available on newsstands, and you could only get them by sending twenty-five 
cents or a LoC; that’s fan jargon for “letter of comment.” So you’d get them in the mail, and the fanzines would be 
primitive but very well written and very well drawn. Then you'd send a letter, two or three pages long, which would 
contain a very incisive commentary on an article or point of view. And often just because you sent it you’d get the next 
issue free. Some fanzines would include a printed LoC, which would elicit a free copy; otherwise you'd have to buy it. 
Or if you contributed an article or a piece of artwork, you’d get a free copy. So the glossary of terms are fandom, which 
is like kingdom except it’s made of fans, those who are believers in science fiction and fantasy and later on comic books 
and fanzine, which is really a fan magazine that’s published on an amateur level. You could tell these people weren't 
doing it for money; they were doing it because they loved it. A “gen-zine” is a general subject magazine. А “comic-zine” 
speaks of itself. 

Science fiction and fantasy was a bigger world because it encompassed television and movies. Іп those days 
Superman was the only comic book character that was on TV whereas you could watch Twilight Zone, The Outer Limits 
and all kind of monster movies. Monster movies and science fiction movies were always around. Comic books, fantasy, 
Lord of the Rings, Harry Potter, that stuff is the biggest thing in the world, and nothing touches it in terms of 
entertainment. 

When | started doing my fanzines, а bring them into school, and people saw them, and they would sign them 
and sort of get interested in it. | remember the girls saying, “Why are you doing this? What a waste of time.” The people 
who loved comic books, science fiction and fantasy were the geeks in school, everybody else just liked sports. | was a 
geek too. | was sort of Clark Kent and Superman because | came from another country, and so | loved all things geek. 
They'd tell me, “You like that weird monster stuff!” | loved books and reading, and | didn't hang out on street corners 
and smoke cigarettes and get high and get drunk. The cool people did. Revenge is having all those cool people work 
for me. So | did the geek things, but | also got the girls. Unfortunately most of the geeks didn’t get the girls. That’s 
basically because | was fearless in the notion that | felt there’s an equal chance of her saying yes and no. And no is just 
no until the next time you ask. Life is really an endless amount of swings of the bat, so you may 
as well just swing as often as you can and really try to hit it out of the park "cause it 
only takes one time. So life is more than fear, it gives you lots of 
chances. 

As а twelve-or thirteen-year-old kid, nobody 
ever really taught me how to do anything. | didn’t have 
any tools for life, so | joined something called Junior 
Achievement. It was funded by local commerce and 
consisted usually of one corporate guy who would show 
up and teach local kids how capitalism worked. You sell 
shares, you get the money, and you try and make a profit. It 
basically taught you the notion that you have to dive into the 
deep end of the pool and just start making things happen. 

| Knew nothing about publishing; never wrote an article 
or drew a picture in my life. My first attempt at doing my own 
fanzine was Cosmos, which was a “gen-zine”, a general-interest 
magazine. Because we were poor, the first few issues of 
Cosmos were all done on carbon paper. Carbon paper is not 
widely used now. It’s a dark piece of paper on one side and the 
other side is glossy. When you press on it, the imprint of what you 
pressed on comes out on a piece of paper, but you only can make 
опе copy. So | would draw on the cover page, апа а get a pretty 
primitive copy of what | drew on the copy underneath it. That 


means | hand-typed and hand-traced artwork for others and physically 
typed probably ten versions of the magazine. Then my mother bought me 
a rexograph, which was a primitive blue ink that was water soluble and 
meant if water t it; it would run. And of course over time it fades, 
so it's not long ices to send notes to each other. 
Then | graduated to a more expens Изм сп was mimeograph, 
but it was still very primitive, ond Rp i uated to a photocopy 
machine. But there were drawbacks to iti i 


creating something. Initially money was not important, ha 
believe. But we all grow up sooner or later. Initially the cover pric 
have been fifteen cents or a LoC, letter of comment. After OMCs | 
worked on the Adventure fanzine because | was also fascinated by Indiana 
Jones kinds of serials, although this was before Indiana Jones. I'd cover 
stuff like Commander Cody and the Lost Planet Airmen, the Republic 
serials from the "405, Doc Savage, and Captain America movies. Га write 
about them, review them, and, of course, I'd talk about comic books too. 
Stephen Coronel, my junior high school buddy, was actually the 
best artist of all of us. He loved drawing. Іп fact one of his pieces wound 
up on the cover of Cosmos Stiletto, which was a merger between my 
magazine and an existing magazine called Stiletto. Seth Dogramajian was 
my school buddy. We both shared a love for the Everly Brothers and the 
Beatles and soul music. We started a band called The Lynx, and the 
school instructor who introduced us, introduced as The Missing Lynx. Seth 
actually took a real interest in the publishing part of it and published his 
own fanzine called Exile. Then there's APA, the Amateur Press Association. 
You’d get ten people together in different parts of the country, and each 
person puts out a ten-to-twenty-pag@fa ine. You'd print up a hundred 
copies and send it to one post office b > hoseten or twenty pages by 
each guy would be compiled i fanzine comprising over a hundred 
pages, almost like an encyclo of fanzines but under one cover. 
There was no prom behind fanzines. We would send copies 
to Famous Monsters of 局 mana and m 3 science fiction fantasy 
magazines like Amazing Stories. And so mes out of the goodness of 
- their hearts they would say “There's a 52 fanzine out there and this is 
° „how you can get it.” They would also review them sometimes. Blade is a 
movie .based on pone vampire, and the е guy who created Blade was 


before he created Blade and lois of other things. | 
ne far вед. Alter Ego, and the editor was a young kid 
homas Jr. who eventually became the head of Marvel. So 
s some place. The believers in the science fiction fantasy 
e the leaders of the field today. If you talk to Stan Lee or the 
iters, they all wrote for the fanzines. It was sort of, if you want to 
seball you first join a farm team, and you play local baseball. We all 
cut our teeth on doing this stuff. No one had their sights as a young kid of 
ofessionally. | was a geek who read science fiction, and 
ted.by comic books and rock bands. All of them were 
іе, Tt ed to get rock and roll fanzines like Crawdaday! 
) those magazines you read stories written by people 
who were > pass onate about the subject, instead of girls who said, “Yeah, 
"but what lip gloss should | use?” 
The content of Cosmos often included a comic book written and 
drawn by fans. One was a great comic book written by John Mansfield, 


who was my partner in Cosmos Stiletto, and || jit was called 
“Starlight and Starbright.” It was about two brothers who were 
superheroes but they fought with each other, Very sort of Cain 
and Abel. Often I would get letters of comment from other fans 
with articles or artwork that Га use in the fanzine. | still have the 
letters of comment, thousands. | would edit and design the 
magazine from scratch. | would also type the articles. Back then 
at age thirteen, | was typing about sixty or seventy words a 
minute. Within a year | was up to eighty or ninety a minute. Al 
Andrews drew lots of the cartoons in the fanzine. Stephen 
Coronel sent in some artwork, and the rest were all done by 
me. What | was doing in essence was getting off on myself, 
getting off on the idea that | had never done something, and 
here ! am. actually 


ce 


school was doing. , " y 
There's.an nada а «са prevalence among ~ 
young kids. Atot of really young. kids, twa” ОК. three years old, 


have secret play pals. They talk to little friends that only they , 


hear. But what this really is them trying to. sort out what reality 
is and how they fit in. When you’ ге growing up, especially if 
you’re a guy, you have idols, people you look up to. | don't 
know if girls do. This idea of hero, champions. Hthink girls have, 

“Who's the prettiest?” and Barbie. When we see Superman, we, 
want to be Superman. When we see Indiana Jones we ‘want to 
be Indiana Jones. | wanted to be King Kong. | didn't, want. to 
бе. а human being, | wanted to be Godzilla. | wanted. to be 
larger than life. | wanted to be the thing that came down the 
street that made you go, “Of my God, what is that?!” and Hater, 
achieved it. | 


to be feared than loved. The person | responda “же was 


Frankenstein. | didn't like the rest of the people in the томе A 5 


thought they were mean апа didn’t judge Frankenstein fairly. 1 


sided with King Kong, not with the people who tried 10 hound saying, 
and kill him. And when King Kong dies at Ще епа | cried Î а 


rides off with the soldier; even the cartoon version has the same 
ending. When the hunchback is rubbing his head, with his heart 
broken, against this gargoyle and says, “Why was | not made 
of stone like thee?" In other words, why,do | have to feel this” 
pain? | cried like а baby. | still can't watch that movie without 
breaking out into tears. | cry like a baby watching Mighty Joe 
Young. We don't like human beings; human beings are mean. 
Mighty Joe Young and the Hunchback of Notre Dame have | 
hearts of gold. Fantasy and escapism have; connections to 
some really important issues, one of which is reach for the, Stars. 
The interesting thing about real literature like Great Expectations 
was that it never inspired me. But Superman was inspirational. 
It told you that every man can fly through the air, especially if 
you're from another country, especially if you're from another 
planet. So all this science fiction stuff somehow connected with 
me. | think we all connect somehow to our childhood. 

Faun was another fanzine | did and that was more 
fantasy inspired. | also did one called Cosmos Stiletto. Stiletto 
was done by guys named John Kusalavage,,and John 


/ doing it. So every day was a chance for me " 


MN that s not there. You know who had vision? 


. Mansfield. They both went to St. John's University, 


and | was still in junior high school. They were 
voracious science fiction readers, much more 
involved in reading books, and | was much more 


visually stimulated with movies and comic бобке 


They admired what | was doing, and somehow we 
decided to merge our fanzines together. So we 
combined forces and made # twice as thick and twice 
as big. Another fanzine | did was called Tinderbox, 
which was more a comic fan magazine. On the cover 
of one of them І have Superman. | also did one called 
Mantis, which was an APA zine, which stands for 
Amateur Press Association, and only had six or seven 
esa lt was just me rambling. In fact the editorial 
сайда ‚ “Stream of Consciousness Ramblings 
abi t Science Fiction and Fantasy.” 

| ' The biggest lesson | learned doing my own 
i уаз vision. To have vision is to see 


has.nothing to do with it. He actually landed in the 
` desert, and he said, “Yeah, right here, this is where 
„ће city is gonna be. It’s gonna бега gambling city. 
‘People are going to come from all over the world to 


it.’ That’s visions. „Айа that became Las Vegas. 
An when le E" there, there was ethic.” not 


“At Ё Бате. time | was doing the fanzines 
убоду il in Class, thought | was a geek, but they 
> small- -minded,. You're good when you're 
nd^ dive a postcard from Stan Les” 
"Congratule ions, you're very talented; keep. 
going. A Jack Gaughan was a professionalartist, and 
every month S illustrations were’ published i in Капа 
Amazing Stories. Jack took the“ time to send me 
drawings апу téli me what wasi doing was good. It. 
didn’t Matter what sChool kids think. If you wanna · 
play-basketball Nand: yout friend next door Says you 
Suck, but Кагеет, Араш. Jabbar says you’ re good, | 
you're: good} Des”. 
My farizinés apparently were so good that 


== 


| thé агау of Wisconsin put then into their time 


cápsule as examples | of 20th Century amateufpress, 
Ié my Understanding that the fanzines I did aréynow 
very collectible. 5 funny when you do it, you're mot 
thinking of. anything becoming collectible or having 
value, you're dging something that's got a hold of your” 
imagination, your heart, and your mind. 

From the time | was thirteen to sixteen | did the 
fanzines. Then my band, The Long Island Sounds, took 
over, arid | had to quit doing them. | stopped because 
"ме always been good at prioritizing. Music was now 
my main focus. But that’s a different story altogether. 


Background Photo from Gene Simmons Collection 
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МЕК TFLEVISTON PILOT 
The owner of Tarzan, Weintraub, recently 
сірпей a man by the name of C г, to write a nev t 
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mone Since I had some left over material just lieing 
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N vision series entitled TARZAN .N VENUE. 
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rUNS 
Fred Gwynn, w wn for nig role іп the 
successful (nov off) tv # s Car 54 Woere Аге You?, 
now in the mbney ageir. with his role һе derman Munster, 
head of the Munster fanily, consistir г; the frenken 
Gwynn), dracı 


$ о, also 
~“ (femal 
Liy £ ter 
À t aid the nge 
a ?) in the family de в youn, beautiful girl v 0, 
tt san't seem to ret a date because the feer the Mun- 


sters rive to every egcort 21 At y rate, while 
The Munsters are strange peor.c our z~ndsrds, they 
аге гевјју a fun loving farily, Кың епје у Hre 


NER SEXY HO “ UM CILOT 
After the success of Bewitched (now the 
ow television series.), some ггояисеге ? ге ol 141] 
w up with a serie; erti с СҮРІ, and will sta 
tress-rodel Suzy Parker. 
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ж. «нн екы» жен + 


т ford hus it, thet The Outer Limits 1s going 
off the air in January. No apperent reason has been 
given for taking 1% off the air. You might remember thd 
that last year at yest at the same time, The Outer Limi 
was ennounced as being one of those mid-season failures 
and oame beck for a second season. Only time will tell 
if the Outer Limits is going to stay. 

AnotH@r in the Bewitched vain pilot is being 
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ес got entitled THOMSOR'S GHOST. == mone next ви. „Пепа 
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' New Year's Eve (1973-1974) at 
« Academy of Music, New York City 


Photos by Chuck Putin 


Alexey: At first | saw 
black апа white pictures 
(photo copies) of KISS when | 
was around thirteen. | can 
remember looking at them, and 
their strange-looking characters 
interested me because they 
were very different from other 
artists. The first album | heard 
was Dynasty and then 
Unmasked. 

Sergey: The first time | 
ever saw pictures of KISS was 
in 1985 when | was a teenager. 
Then | heard KISS Alive Il, and 
those songs had a huge 
impact on me. After that | 
started to collect all KISS stuff, 
which was not easy because it 
was during turbulent times of the Soviet Union era. 
Looking back, if you listened to music like this, you could 
find yourself in real trouble with representatives of the 
Soviet Authority. And sure, | got it... But that circumstance 
made KISS much more attractive to me. This was my own 


^ 


KISS the Jungle 


and we wanted to help 
those Russian KISS fans 
who had no access to the 
Internet. 

Sergey: Back in 
2001 we start off working 
on our magazine certainly 
not for money... 

Alexey: The most 
memorable moment of 
doing the fanzine happened 
right before we started to 
print the second issue of 
KISS the Jungle. Everything 
got lost and wiped-out 
because of a technical fault. 
As result, we had to start 
working on it all over again. 

Alexey: My favorite 
KISS moment happened in 2008, when | saw 
KISS live for the first time in two unforgettable 
performances in Moscow and St. Petersburg! It 
was the two best days in my life! 

Sergey: Same thing! But the most 


resistance against the system. In the Soviet press, they 
wrote all these bullshit articles about KISS. Ironically, in 
"Nazis" 


those newspapers they called them 
"militarists." 


upsetting moment in my life happened when in 
1999 KISS canceled concerts in Russia. | do not 
blame the group— it's all fuckin’ politicians and 
war-pigs.... 


and 


Alexey: We decided to start a KISS fanzine 


because there was insufficient information about KISS, 


—Alexey "Deuce" Zubavin, Sergey 


“Unholy” Stenygin 


== Paul Stanley's Paradise 


(USA) 2005-2001 


The story of how | got to be a KISS fan is probably 
a bit unusual compared with many KISS fans of my 
generation. Growing up in the "705, | was decidedly NOT a 
KISS fan at all. Not being one to buy into hype or jump on 
bandwagons, I think | intentionally refused to give KISS а 
chance. Actually, if you had told me then or even as recently 
as ten years ago that | would become such a huge KISS 
freak, | would have laughed. | wasn’t just anon-fan— | would 
say KISS was a band that | would definitely have scorned 
and mocked. In their (and maybe my) defense, my 
perception of what they were all about and how their music 
actually sounded was very off. Yes, | knew the basics and 
liked most of them but other than a few songs, | really didn’t 
know their catalog at all. Honest to God, | had never even 
heard the song “Strutter” until sometime in 2003. The only 
person in my life that was a KISS fan was the older brother 
of one of my best friends. Because of them, | have one KISS 


memory that sticks out and proved to be prophetic. | 
was at their house, and my friend’s brother had some of 
his albums out in their den. My friend’s brother not being 
around gave us younger kids the permission to look 
through all of his albums and amongst them were the 
four KISS solo albums. Even back then Paul’s was the 
only persona | was drawn to and more importantly...the 
only one that truly made sense to me. Other than this 
memory, for me, KISS were just always...there. | certainly 
couldn't relate to them as a band. Only now, literally as 
| write this, can | finally put my finger on what the 
problem was: 


| didn’t respect KISS. 


The first “real” band | fell in love with was The 
Beatles, Being too young to be able to get into them 
before they broke up, they were the first band | became 
obsessed with, and my friends and | all had fun going 


back іп time, collecting their aloums and wishing we could have 
experienced it all firsthand. This reminds me of one of my favorite Paul 
Stanley quotes as well as a treasured memory...among many in my KISS 
adventures. Long story short, | was talking to Paul one day, and | had asked 
him if there were any rock stars that caused him to feel star-struck. | can't 
recall his words verbatim, but he basically said no, not really, but then 
thought about it and said that Paul McCartney was probably the closest he 
ever got to thinking, “Wow, | can't believe l'm talking to....” Somewhere іп 
that conversation, | remember nodding my head and smiling to myself in 
agreement when Paul said this: “There аге The Beatles...and then there's 
everyone else.” | was already a huge Paul Stanley fan at this point, but I'll 
always remember this comment fondly. Despite Paul being the rock star 
and me being “the fan,” we at least shared one opinion in common. 


Now, back in the day, | never would have guessed that | could ever - 


be a KISS fan. Fast forward a few decades, and I’m stuck in the house for 
a week, watching TV to pass the time. | had just made the transition from 
a real down period in my life to feeling like | was back in the saddle again. 
Only more so because now | was older and wiser and knew to really enjoy 
life while you can. However, this particular week, | felt like | was in a funk. 
Roaring to go but temporarily side-tracked. Itching for something to fire my 
imagination and match my new found zest for life. Cue the constant 
repetition of KISS “Behind the Makeup” on VH1 that week. | became 
fascinated with them and kept watching the reruns over and over again. 
Listening to Gene, but especially Paul, something in my head clicked: | 
finally had respect for KISS. | realized just how much these guys had built 
over all these years. They might have written and sung about basic things 
such as sex, women and having a good time but these guys were smart. 
They didn’t subscribe to the whole moronic and destructive rock lifestyle 
where you take rock and roll a little too seriously. They made me finally 
realize that bands like, for exarnple, U2 could exist in the same space as 
KISS. Intelligent and truly talented people don't necessarily have to write 
about saving the world, They can also express the desire to just live life to 
the fullest and have fun while you're alive. Imagine that? 

Although | do recall seeing the Brooklyn Bridge thing on TV when 
it actually happened, for various reasons | put the memory of it right back 
on the back burner of my mind until this week in 2003, when | saw it 
replayed again and again on VH1. 

While watching this all | could think was...*Damn, look at that! It 
must be cool to be a KISS fan.” | suddenly felt left-out from a really fun 
experience. 

Sometime during this week, | went to our CD collection and found 
a KISS Greatest Hits compilation that had just sat there for ages, still in 
the shrink-wrap. The first song | listened to was “Strutter,” and | think | 
played it a hundred times in a row that night. THIS was KISS? If | had 
known they sounded like this.... | was just floored that | hadn’t known this 
song until now. 

And so it began. Since August 2003, I've lost count as to how 

- many shows I’ve attended. My guess is around 40, and it does not include 
any of Paul's "06 solo shows. That number would be 11 out of 16 US dates. 
Not bad for someone hell bent on catching up on what she missed. | also 
lost count along time ago as to the number of times I've met Paul and the 
rest of the band. | honestly couldn't tell you, but it’s quite a large number. 
When it comes to KISS, | think everything | thought | missed out on with 
other favorite bands in my past...when | was too young, too broke, etc. | 
made up for with being a KISS fan. Then again a part of me thinks that they 
were just the band to bring that “go for the max” side to my personality out. 
| was at a time in my life when | wanted to climb the highest mountain and 
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say | АМ HERE, and, coincidentally, that 
is when | saw KISS on the TV and voila. 
Kissmet! 

In October of 2004, the Web site 
and message board, Paul Stanley's 
Paradise was born. When KOL shut 
down their message boards, some of us 
Paul freaks needed a new home badly, 
and | wanted to fill that void. From there 
the idea to take it another step further and 
publish a fanzine came about. Why a 
fanzine, especially in this day and age with 
everything so much more immediate on 
the Internet? For me personally, | think it 
was another creative outlet for my life as 
a fan of Paul's. | am the type of person 
who thinks “the sky is the limit,” and | 
never questioned if it was too much, 
“necessary” or whatever. None of this is 
necessary. KISS isn’t even “necessary.” 
These are the things that come to mind 
when you're in the middie of enjoying 
something you love to the max. Why a 
fanzine about Paul Stanley, you ask? My 
answer to that would be a more important 
question: Why wasn't there a fanzine 
about Paul Stanley? He personifies THE 
rock siar. Is it over the top? You bet. 
Everything about Paul and KISS is over 
the top and that was and still is one of my 
favorite things about them. It’s almost 
impossible to truly go overboard when it 
concerns these guys. | actually found that 
rather freeing. 

It’s a throwback to ihe old days 
before the Internet, another extension of 
our *fandom"...and the best thing...it's 
tangible. You can hold it in your hand, 
collect them, hold onto them, etc. 
Practicality was never a motivator and 
still isn’t. 


As | write this, the fanzine is on an extended hiatus. I’ve never 
given up on it, but | have had to be realistic. It costs so much money, not 
to mention time and effort to produce this fanzine. | refused to compromise 
on its quality and that has probably made the road a bit more challenging. 
It's ironic being such a perfectionist about this fanzine, as every time | look 
at one of them | see something that still managed to slip through the 
cracks. Such is the story behind a labor of love. Remember, | said 
practicality never figured into the picture. However, a few things got in the 
way. There was а job layoff and last year a serious leg break that sidelined 
me for over six months. Probably more importantly | had decided to up 
and change my life and go back to school full time for a year to pursue a 
professional photography certificate. What does this have to do with a 
fanzine or even being a Paul Stanley fan? From my perspective, it has 
everything to do with it. Over the course of being a fan, and from meeting 
the band, especially Paul, | noticed that while it was more fun than you 
can imagine, it was also something | was going to learn from. As time went 
on, the thought that kept nagging me was this: What do | bring to the 
table? Yes, I’m a fan and yes, it was a blast to go to so many shows and 
basically follow them around, but | couldn't help but feel very unsatisfied 
with my own life outside of being a fan. What had | done on my own that 
| could be a fan of? Yes, the fanzine brought me a lot of pride, but it was 
still contingent on being a follower of someone else. It didn’t help that the 
person | was a “follower” of really inspired you to come up with your OWN 
accomplishments in life to bring to the party. As much as | tried to brush 
off this realization, it just kept coming back to me. Being a Paul Stanley 
fan has taught me that success isn’t a greedy term, and it’s not for 
everyone else but never for me. Being a fan of his (апа KISS) taught me 
that you had it in yourself to make things happen, and that sleepwalking 
through your own life was simply not an option anymore. | had to get off 
my ass and find my own way to happiness. | could still be a fan, but | 
couldn't ignore the inspiration to make a mark on my own as well. It's been 
the greatest gift | could ever have received, and | can never thank Paul 
enough for it. 

This brings me back to the fanzine. It’s been such a trip doing it, 
and I've met and worked with some of the coolest people. We covered 
Paul's solo shows, various KISS shows, a few of his art shows around the 
country, and we've had interviews with quite a few interesting people 
ranging from other fans with great stories to Eric Singer and his experiences 
working with Paul. Of course, I've also interviewed Paul. That came by 

surprise and was quite fun. It was also unbelievably unnerving. 
Nobody in this world rattles me, but Paul Stantey still can. 
As hard as these issues were to complete, along with all 
that is entailed in taking orders and fulfilling them, it’s been a biast, 
and | have never given it up on it even while | have had no choice 
but to put it aside for the time being. | compare the situation to 
being on a plane, and the oxygen masks fall down, and you 
remember your instructions to put your own mask on first, and 
then you can start to attend to others around you. | would have 
learned zero from the example Paul and KISS have shown me if 
| let my personal life go by the wayside in order to produce а 
fanzine about such successful rock stars. | owe it to myself to 
make my own life a success...or at least die trying. The fanzine 
will emerge again, hopefully sooner rather than later. This time 
it will be in direct connection to my own success. VIl then be 
able to continue with what amounts to as nothing more than a 
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labor of love that has never had anything remotely to do with practicality. | will have taken all | have learned from being 
a fan and will someday soon be able to again return the favor and put out a fanzine to kick all kinds of ass—a fanzine 
that is about a guy who makes it happen and does it better than anyone else, 

Some people have asked me, and some have mocked me, about why PSP focuses on Paul so much. I've 
been told that there's more to KISS than just Paul, We've never compromised оп being more about Paul than anything 
else. | say being a KISS fan means doing whatever you want and making no apologies for it. | love KISS as a band, but 
these guys taught me better than anyone that | don’t have to answer to anyone, You want to write about all of the 
members of the band? Go for it, 


We went where we wanted and stuck with Paul. Live To Win, kiddies. 


—Leanne St. Germain 
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PAUL STANLEY 
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PAUL'S NEW EN 
THE SCOOP 


ME KNOW [Paul Stanley] 


Me Know’ started off as a song 
“ау driver” and it was the first song 
d for Gene when We first 


PAUL/KIS3 
юй 


Welcome to the first column 

i i steve Coronel, the guitar player that 

exploring the musical works of ІШ ИП [Л | oth played with in separate bands, 

Paul Stanley Through his own words. № ШЕ ПАШ Аш раисеа us. He said, "Gene this is ту 
We are focusing оп the songs that б eae УНЫ а Stan. He plays апа не writes.” Gene 
1 said, "Oh, play те one of your songs,” and 
ж. ууеге реппеа or sung Бу the Starchild | played him “Sunday Driver.” For Gene it 
First up, released in 1973. “KISS” was a revelation because I don't think he 

i i realized that there were other people 

self titled debut contains many songs realizéq the streets аз comon people who 
that would become concert staples could write songs besides him and Lennon 
iss’ i and McCartney. Let Me Know’ later got 

Kiss's long and varied a bridge in it and wound up on our first 


through out 


album 


x 


t of this album would 


ж арреагоп “Alive!”). One could hardly KISSIN’ TIME (Mann, Lowe] 
imagine a Kiss Concert with out hearing)” | " 
i "Kissin' Time” was one of the Neil Bogart 
SOMS of these classics. ruses. He told us that it was just being 
recorded for a commercial and that it'll 


к к KK KK 


About the album. 
“Recording the first album was the culmination of never come out as a single. That was part 
ж everything Га worked for up to that point. Looking of Neil's philosophy; Neil, bless his soul, 
back on it, some bands have had the good fortune if he could get you a hit today and ruin 
of being in the studio with technicians and a your career that was well worth it cause 
creative team that could capture their sound. you'd have a hit. 50 thats just a different 
And | think unfortunately, starting with the first ж wey of bern We were 
ж album, that was never achieved with KISS pe e of wr Qo have to 
Though it documents our songs. It пн any record a Bobby Rydell song was 
иппесеззагу. 


мау captur 
sonically. But 
to transcend what is so 

scope of the recording. l 


DEUCE [Gene Simmons] 
Gene had a song A 


x 


Deuce” which 


album 5 stars because that's the mother of al О 
у 4 5 4 was loosely based on “Bitch” by the 
others. That was like our Declaration of T. Rolling Stones After hearing it, У needed 
Independence. And everything that came after an intro figure, chord progression The 
STRUTTER [Paul stanley, Gene Simmons] beginning of "Deuce" was me ripping 
me off the Raspberries, the thing that 


's songs Г ` 
starts it off is те bas 


x3 


ж called “Stanley The Parrot.” It was one of those Ë x 
bizarre songs that, to this day, | don't quite understand where it came from. The Way.” The same figure tia openi 
We borrowed the chord pattern of "Stanley The Parrot” and once we picked Ще оп Te Ер a = ү hi 
up the tempo of it and started playing а lot of suspended chords. the song One of the e the song, Ви an 
developed 2 real Stones-Y kind of feel. h 7 š Ae of what is a key element in the song 
Апа, of course, this is where Gene's and my story is a little different, | said it and in the sou nd of the band was j 
“sounded like strutting, let's call it »strutter. And the lyric was basically just something that came from the 
about what was going on in New York at that point, а lot of hot-looking chicks collaboration. 
dressed in hot clothes. Kind of following the philosophy of "it pays to advertise. ж RIP magazine, sept. 1988. 
FIREHOUSE (Paul Stanley] Te 100,000 YEARS [Paul Stanley, 
“One of the bands that I really liked was called The Move. And | remember ж d simone в а 
listening and the number one song was asong called “Fire Brigade" by The Move. | саго up Ше си, a " 
And | remember that the lyric was something about “run and get the fire brigade ж ree re CR 24 Ша а 
‘cause this place'll really start to burn.” And since | couldn't afford to buy import ent En of that was и тіпе 
albums at that point albums that weren't available in America, | would sometimes P y Е 
dremember. 


what | coul 
- Although it sounds 
me is very much the 


my own versions O 
basically my impre 
like the song, the sen 


go home and write 
So “Firehouse” was 
absolutely nothing 


А same.” 
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BLACK DIAMOND [Paul Stanley] 


"Black Diamond" was a song that 
| wrote about New York. Back 
then, all we could write about was 
what we knew. New York was very 
dear to us and life there was all 
we could write about. Seeing 
hookers on the street, whether we 
lived it, we saw it and it kind of 
us something to fantasize 
te with the 
else singing 
dup singing 


have diffe 
different track 
Diamond” became 
luckily it did because It's a great 
song for him. Traditionally, every 
drummer we've had has had te 
have a raspy voice and be able t 
sing that song. 


On Recording The Album 


«What | remember most is thal 
didn't take long. and that it was 
an old recording studio that ha: 
since closed down. At that point 
record label we were signed tod 
ame. It was Neil 
1. Eventually! 


excited thoug 
what we hada 
doing. making 
whole process 
weeks.” 
"The first album 1 don't remer 
much about except that thes 
were written over a period of 
Which Is always the case for: 
album cause you've written $ 
for years and the pest songs b 
the first album. | remember 
recording and then we were 
recording studio with a reco 
console (that's where you tu 
the knobs] that was someth 
out of a science fiction movl 
because it was real old. We 
know anything about beinc 
studio. But we turned out ay 
record. фе 
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KISS in recording studio 2009 working on the Sonic Boom album 


| "so 


Y rae 


uapmoug vead Ка soloud 


š ^ 
FON a - 
Дао ы” к | 
eS хр 
gue ЗА 
^ n SUL. 


ANSA ме 4 


x 


— 


uapmoug ueag Ад soloud 


E — 


| 


— WESTPAC 


Айы 
C | e 
pet Қ Шаа? 
| 4 
Ur X 


- e а” 


ЖКМ жені қын % 


(Хх 


ТЕ; сәні wem. 


т es 


GENE SIMMONS: | was ап outsider. | 
was born in another country and 
couldn't even speak English. To this 
day, | don't feel like I’m in the 
mainstream. | continue to do and 
look at things in my own peculiar 
way. Paul was a little fat chubby kid 
who wanted to become a rock star 
and had to create himself. Ace and 
Peter too. KISS was pretty much 
put together with losers who 
became winners. At the beginning 
of our career we were outsiders, 
and yet fans gravitated towards that. 
Maybe it was a release from the life 
turmoil they were going through 
because it was fantasy and music 
and visuals and escapism. But 
мез у Уы were not the most 
ЮА бале block. 

"PAUL стан Rss fans аге an 
army of black sheep. It is a society 
of misfits and outsiders. These 
people are not necessarily cut from 
the same cloth as the majority, but 
they could rally behind us and feel 
part of the KISS nation. 


GENE SIMMONS: The fanzines are a 
way for KISS fans to connect 
around the world and feel like they 
aren't alone and that they do 
belong. There are millions just like 
you. When you read a KISS fanzine 
and see the band live, everyone 
speaks the same universal 
language, which is KISS. Maybe 
there’s a connection between the 
fans that no matter what language 
you speak or which flag you live 
under, we're all united. We created 
KISS, and fans created the KISS 
ARMY, the KISS conventions, and 
the KISS fanzines. We did not create 
them—they created themselves. 
There’s no other way to talk about 
the KISS fanzines other than to say 
that they are phenomenons. 
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PAUL STANLEY: | think that in the. 
best sense, these fanzines are a 
reflection or validation of the 
passion that we had when they 
started them and that we have 
tried to maintain. That's what 
those fanzines were born out of. 


GENE SIMMONS: KISS has always 
had a special relationship with 
the KISS ARMY—the KISS 
fandom that spreads around 
the world. The relationship, at 
its core, is based on loyalty, 
respect and a no-nonsense, 
no sugar-coated honesty. And 
that means a KISS fan will have 
no qualms about being blunt 
regarding ‘any subject he is 
passionate about—the songs, 
the vibe, the members in the 
band...any subject. We ve 
often said “Without you (the 
Тап), we would be nothing.” 
Апа it continues. 
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